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Much of the waste from Hanford environmental cleanup is disposed of at the Environmental 
Restoration Disposal Facility. 
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The Hanford Advisory Board called for common sense in applying rules for disposing of unwieldy pieces 
of contaminated equipment at its recent meeting in Richland.

The Environmental Protection Agency’s rules prohibit waste from being placed in landfills before it is 
treated, but that prevents the safest way of treating some Hanford equipment contaminated with 
radioactive materials, according to the board. 

The items include rebar and piping that can be 50 feet long, plus other long, extra-heavy or irregularly 
shaped items that cannot be placed in standard waste boxes and contaminated equipment used at 
Hanford’s underground waste tanks.

The Department of Energy has asked EPA national officials to approve a rare waiver of Superfund Land 
Disposal Restrictions, and the advisory board added its support to the waiver in a letter of advice to EPA 
that it approved Thursday.

The equipment is wrapped, shipped and then unloaded near the Environmental Restoration Disposal 
Facility, a lined landfill for radioactive waste in central Hanford. The waste is treated there by applying a 
coat of polyurethane. The equipment is turned and manipulated by a crane so workers can spray all of it 
by hand, and then a crane is used to pick it up and place it in the landfill.

Instead, Hanford officials would like to build a platform in the landfill where the equipment will be placed 
permanently and then pour grout around it. That would allow cumbersome equipment to be moved fewer 
times and eliminate the need for workers to get close enough to spray it. 

The risk of an industrial accident and the potential for an airborne release of radioactive material would be 
reduced and workers would spend less time in close proximity to radiological materials, the board said.

There would be no need to pick up the waste once it is encased in heavy grout because it would already 
be in its final disposal place within the landfill.

That method had been used before at Hanford until questions were raised about whether it violated 
Superfund regulations.

The Superfund law allows regulations to be waived if an alternative method can be shown to be safer or 
more environmentally protective, but the decision cannot be made by local EPA officials who support 
encasing waste in grout as the best method of treatment.

The advisory board said it supports the practice of grouting waste after it is placed in the landfill, but the 
waiver should be limited to certain wastes and not last indefinitely.

The waiver should not be used as a precedent for avoiding the use of facilities that are regulated for 
treating waste, the board said. 

DOE and EPA should continue to review treatment options for long-term use that could better protect 
workers and the environment, it said in the letter of advice. 
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