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Ms. S. L. Leckband, Chair
Hanford Advisory Board
Enviroissues Hanford Project Office
713 Jadwin, Suite 4
Richland, Washington 99352

Dear Ms. Leckband:

HANFORD ADVISORY BOARD (HAB) JUNE 3,2011, CONSENSUS ADVICE #247,
"PW-1/3/6 AND CW-5 OPERABLE UNITS"

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) wants to thank the HAB for providing consensus
advice #247 (enclosed) on the Proposed Plan for remediation of the 200-PW-1, 200-P W-3,
200-P W-6, and 200-C W-5 Operable Units.

We appreciate the HAB' s perseverance and commitment to cleaning up these sites that spans
almost three years. HAB Advice #207 (Criteria for Development of the Proposed Plan for
200-P W- 1, 3, and 6) issued in June 6, 2008, shaped the revised feasibility study and proposed
plan currently out for public comment.

Your advice, along with comments received on the proposed plan, will be considered before the
Record of Decision is issued and responded to in a response-to-comment document. The
agencies will issue a joint response to your advice following finalization of the comment-to-
response document.

If you have any questions, please contact Paula Call at (509) 376-2048.

Sincerely,

HAB :PKC Manager

Enclosure

cc: See Page 2
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cc w/encl:
C. Brennan, EM-42 U.S. Representatives (WA)
S. L. Charboneau, ORP-DDFO N. Dicks
D. A. Faulk, EPA R. Hastings
T. Gilley, Enviroissues J. Herrera Beutler
S. Hayman, Enviroissues J. Inslee
J. Hedges, Ecology R. Larsen
S. S. Patel, EM-5 1 J. McDermott
S. L. Samuelson, ORP C. McMorris Rodgers
T. L. Sturdevant, Ecology D. Reichert
S. G. Van Camp, EM-51 A. Smith
C. D. West, EM-51
M. Zhu, EM-5 1 State Senators (WA)
Administrative Record J. Delvin
Environmental Portal M. Hewitt
The Oregon and Washington

Congressional Delegations State Representatives (WA)
L. Haler

U.S. Senators (OR) B. Klippert
J. Merkley
R. Wyden

U.S. Senators (WKA)
M. Cantwell
P. Murray
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Rick Jansons
Rob Davis

Jenry PeltierUnt
Richard Leitz Re. P'N-11316 aid CW-5 OperableUnt

Bob Parks

Tribal Government
Russell Jim
John Stanfill Dear M essrs. Samuel son, M cCormi ck and Faul k,

Public Health
Margery Swint
Howard Putter Background

University
Doug Mercer The draft " Proposed Plan for the Rernediation of the 200CW-5, 200--, 200-RN-3, aid

Public-at-Large 200-PW-6 Operable Units" (Draft Plan) discusses the proposed remedi ati on of 22 waste
K~meith Smith si tes wi thi n the 200 A real of the Centrad P ateau. The 200-PW-3 Oper&ile U ni t (Cesi um
Bob ParazinSie)In
Bob Suyama Sts ndudes four Plutoniumn U rai urn Extrati on P'l ait cri bs aind one unp1 ane re esse,

Regional Environ- adl containi ng pri marilIy cesi umn-137 i nthe 200 EastArea The remnaini ng 17waste sites
Dant(Serres (RV-I1, RV-6) are cri bs, di tches, aid other mi scl aieous reese sites asoci ated wi th the

Susan Leckband pl utoni um recovery acti viti es i n the 200 West A rea The nature aid extent of the ni trate
Paige Knight
Gerald Pollet pl ume aid techneti um-99 contarni nati on i s not understood.

State of Oregon
Lyle Smith The H aiford Advi sory Board (Board) adoptedi Advice #207 outl ini ng cri teri a f or

Confeeae ibes develdopment of thi s Draft P1 an. The Board's commi tment to the vadues, consi derati ons aid
Conedeate Trbes cri teri a i n that advicm i s unchariged.

of the Umatilla
Washington State

Department of Health The D raft R an proposes to cover the cesi urn wase si tes, i n 200-RVV-3 wi th addi ti one soilI
to achi eve a 15-foot thi ck "cap" thought to be protecti ve of human headth for 300-400 yeas
of i nsti tuti onad control. The Board di sareswi th thi s sol uti on. Use of the
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Remove/TreatlDispose (RTD) approach for thiswaste is consistent with the Board' s
Central Plateau Remedi al Acti on Val ues Floawsheet (Advi ce #173).

I n the case of the f ive Cesi um Sites, most of the cesi urm-137 appeasto be accessi bl ewi thi n
the top 15 feet of the di sposal site, whi ch woul d make these sites a good caidi date for
RTD. The conf igurati on of these waste si tes provi des an excel l ent opportuni ty to remove
the cI ea top soilI i n order to access the concentrated l ayer of radi onudli des.

I n aidi ti on, the D raft Plan proposes to appl y the RTD approach to the Z di tches i n the 200
West A rea by mi xi ng dlean top soilI wi th l ower l ayers of soilI containi ng concentrated
plutonium (blending) to qualify for disposal at the Environmental Restoration Disposal
Facility (ERDF), rather than the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP). The Boad strongly
disagrees with this approach.

In Advi ce #207, the Board specif ical ly aivi sed sendi ng asmuch pi utoni um to W Ra
possi bl e. P1lutoni um i s "forever. " The hi gh sal t wate sites typi cad Iy contain hi gh pl utoni um
conceitrati ons i n the near surface, mki ng them caidi dates for the RTD remedy.
Empl oyi ng RTD f or shi pment to WIPR? i sthe aproach that would remove the pl utoni um
(and the ri sks associated with that pl utoni um) from Haiford f orever, aid woul d result i n a
d eaier rernedi ated si tewi th substaiti adlIy I esplutoni um permaientl y di sposed i n ERD F.

Advice

" The Boad advises the U.S. Deparment of Energy (DOE) to get asmuch
pl utoni um out of these wasesites as possi ble

* The Board advi ses DOE to i mpleent a RTD pol icy for pl utoni um that
emphsi zes remedi ati on of pl utoni um di sposal sites. DOE pol icy shoul d opt to
shi p eli gibcl e pl utoni um-cordtaiinated soilI to WI PIPfor geol ogi cal di sposal,
permaientl y removi ng i t f rom H aiford.

* The Board aivi ses D OE to utiIi ze a RTD approach when a hi gh concentrati on of
a radi onud i de ex ists. Thi s approach i s consi stent wi th estalishied B oad val ues.

* The Board alv ises basing remnedi al desi gn for d eanup of techneti um aid ni trates
upon i ncreased charateri zati on. Extensi ve sanpl i ng i s needed to determi ne the
l ocati on aid extent of techneti um aid ni trate contariinati on. Thi s charateri zati on
should coi ncide with rernediation efforts.

" The Board advises a policy to conduct RTD concurrently with vapor extraction
efforts to ensure mesing Tn -Party Agreement milestones.
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The Board advises the proximity of cesi urn-i37 to the surface necessitates
implemnenting an RTD approach in order to dispose of cesiurn into the ERDF
burial ground.

*The Board advises the Tri-Party agenciesto hold public meetingsto discussthe
draft "Proposed Pla, for the Remnediation of the 200-CW-5, 200-RN-I, 200-RN-
3, arnd 200-PW-6 Operable Units.

Si ncerely,

Susan Leckband, Chair
Hanford Advisory Board

This advice reprwts Board consss for this q~eific topic. It shiould not be taken out of context to
extrapolate Board agreement on other subject matters

cc: Stacy Charboneau, Co-Deputy Designated Off icial, U.S. Departmnent of Energy,
Off ice of Ri ver Protecti on
Nick Ceto, Co-Deputy Designated Officiai, U.S. Department of Energy, Richland
Operations Off ice
Jane Hedges, Washi ngton State Department of Ecology
Catherine Brennan, U.S. Department of Energy, Headquarters
The Oregon and Wshi ngton Deleations
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