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MR. MONTGOMERY: Hi. My name is Aiex Montgomery, and I'm a stud ,ent at

Seattle University, and I found this meeting tonight to be very informative about the Hanford
situation and about the changes that are going on with the agreement of -- the Tni-Party
Agreement.

And my first comment was directed more towards Rob -- or Rod, excuse me, and it
concerns the Records of Decision. It doesn't seem logical to me, or maybe I just don't understand
fully, why EPA would be interested in handing over the final say to the Department of Energy and
-- with you as the lead and -- the lead -- one of the people that makes -- or is involved in all those
talks -- why EPA, as a department committed to environmental protection and committed to
cleaning up waste -- why would you hand the reins over to a department that's concerned -- that is
not necessarily concerned with that specific goal? That does not make sense to me, first of all.

And second of all, I heard Hanford characterized once as a cat box, or a litter box, meaning
that there's -- it's a litter box in the sense that there are dump sites in so many different places, all
over, so random, that we don't even know -- we haven't even uncovered all of the dumps yet. We
don't even know where the, quote, unquote, "cat" sat down.

And, you know, it's -- first of all, the changes seem to be based on a budget that is not
accurate, first of all. But second of all, if we are to -- since we have more money, why can we not
spend some of that money on finding out -- or on more -- spend more money, not less, on the
characterization; spend more money on finding out exactly what we're dealing with at Hanford; find
out where all these dump sites are; find out exactly how much radioactive material, how much
hazardous waste, we're dealing with before we jump into how we're going to clean up and how
much it's going to cost? Because I would hate to see us accomplish a lot and find out that there's
still so much more to accomplish.

Thank you.
(End of comment.)
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