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August 30, 2010

Ms. Jane A. Hedges, Program Manager
Nuclear Waste Program
State of Washington
Department of Ecology
3100 Port of Benton Boulevard
Rich land, Washington 99354

Regarding: Ecology's administration and implementation of the Dangerous Waste Regulations -
WAC 173-303-610, in particular, regarding closure of the Nonradioactive Dangerous Waste
Landfill and Solid Waste Landfill

Dear Ms. Hedges,

The Yakama Nation ERWM Program appreciated the opportunity to review and provide
comments on closure plans for these units. However, we take issue with several of Ecology's
positions as stated in recent letters (see references below). Ecology's belief 'that successful
closure of the NRDWL and SWL using an engineered Evapotranspiration (ET) cover will provide
an opportunity to show the effectiveness of using ET covers at Hanford and to allow the project
to go forward with a conceptual engineering design' has no regulatory basis under WAC 173-
303. To sanction approval of the approach presented in DOE/RL-90-17, Revision 1 prior to the
Tribal/public involvement and permit modification process (including a State Environmental
Policy Act (SEPA) determination) is presumptuous and erroneous.

It has also come to our attention that there exists a draft groundwater monitoring plan (DOE/RL-
2010-28, Draft A - Groundwater Monitoring Plan for Solid Waste Landfill and Nonradioactive
Dangerous Waste Landfill) and a second revision to DOE/RL-90-17. We were not notified nor
provided the opportunity to review or comment on either of these documents.

We respectfully request a meeting with Ecology on these issues.

References:
1. Ecology letter (July 14, 2010) to Mr. David Brockman, Manager, U.S. Department of

Energy (DOE), regarding Letter 10-AMCP-0166, Application for Deferralfor Final Closure
of Solid Waste Landfill 4C~1 s- CA- LA~L V1

2. Ecology letter (July 19, 2010) to Mr. Richard Albright, Director, Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), Region 10 regarding Department of Ecology (Ecology) Response to the
Consolidated United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Comments on
"Hanford Site Solid Waste Landfill Closure Plan, DOE/RL-2008-54, Draft A, and
Non radioactive Dangerous Waste Landfill Closure/Post-closure Plan, DOE/RL-90-1 7,
Revision 1, " EPA Letter doted January 21, 2010, to Ecology).
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Sincerely,

Russell Jim, Manager
Yakama Nation
ERWM Program

cc:
Richard Aibright, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Deborah Singleton, Washington Department of Ecology
Ron Skinnarland, Washington Department of Ecology
Wade Riggsbee, Yakama Nation ERWM
Administrative Record


