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Dear Messrs. McCormick, Faulk and Ms. Hedges

The Yakama Nation ERWM Program appreciates the opportunity to review and provide
comments on the Engineering Evaluation/Cost A nalys is for 200 East Area Tier 2
Buildings/Structures -DOE/RL-20]O-54, Rev 0. OJ(\~5

The Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakama Nation is a federally recognized
sovereign pursuant of the Treaty of June 9, 1855 made with the United States of America
(l2Stat. 951). The U.S. Department of Energy's Hanford site was developed on land
ceded by the Yakama Nation under the 1855 Treaty with the United States. The Yakama
Nation retains reserved rights to this land under the Treaty.

The Yakama Nation ERWM Program supports the goal of removal and disposal of the
200 East Area Tier 2 buildings/structures. However, it is the position of the Yakama
Nation that the Engineering Evaluation/Cost Analysis (EE/CA) that has been prepared to
evaluate the removal of these buildings/structures is incomplete and inadequate. The
Yakama Nation ERWM Program has identified the following areas of concern.

" Protection of cultural resources: Section 106 reviews must be conducted and tribal
participation and consultation ensured for each site.

" Projected costs are uncertain given the current levels of site characterization, the
limited description of individual tasks/D-4 actions, and lack of radiological
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inventories. It is unclear whether adequate funding exists to complete all work
indicated throughout the 5 year workscope.

" It is unclear whether costs removal of below-grade structures was included in this
EE/CA. The appropriateness of the decision to leave below-grade structures or
portions is questionable. Leaving tanks or associated ancillary equipment in place
is unacceptable.

" It is unclear whether cost estimates include treatment, off-site transportation, or
storage costs. Details of the disposition of any TRU wastes are inadequate.
Hanford onsite storage of TRU wastes or Greater than Class C is unacceptable.

" It is unclear whether wastes from these D-4 activities affect projected ERDF
dangerous waste limits and if any additional radionuclides or dangerous wastes
placed in ERDF aggravate the projected exceedances of drinking water limits.

The Yakama Nation ERWM Program recommends DOE/RL prepare and document in a
new engineering evaluation of the proposed action that addresses our concerns listed
above and include detailed cost estimates relative to unplanned instances of unexpected
levels of radionuclides or additional removal actions.

Sincerely,

Russell Jim, Project Manager
Yakama Nation ERWM

cc:
G. Bohee, NPT
S. Harris, CTUIR
K. Niles, ODGE
J. Beckstrom, ERWM
W. Riggsbee, ERWM
Administrative Record
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