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LERF/200 Area ETF and WESF
Project Managers Meeting Minutes
825 Jadwin/Room 5405/700 Area

Richland, Washington

December 4, 2014

I. The October 30, 2014, Project Managers Meeting (PMM) minutes were approved by RL and
Ecology representatives and submitted to the Administrative Record (AR). There were no PMMs
held in November 2014. The December PMM minutes are pending review and approval by the RL
and Ecology representatives.

II. Operational Status
Dave Watson (CHPRC) provided the operational status for the LERF/ETF/200 Area TEDF
activities during the months of October and November 2014 (see handout). Mr. Watson noted that
no waste drums were received from WSCF since there is no more operation at WSCF, and this will
no longer be included in the operational status report. Mr. Watson reported that treatment of
wastewater continues to be suspended while ETF is shut down, due to the heat exchanger issues. A
contract has been awarded to procure a replacement heat exchanger. Mr. Watson noted that
CHPRC is scheduled to transition ETF/LERF/SALDS/TEDF to WRPS on April 1, 2015. CHPRC
is ordering the heat exchanger and getting it delivered onsite, but the planning for removal of the
heat exchanger and the installation of its replacement will be done by WRPS sometime in 2015.
Mr. Watson stated that the annual tank integrity assessments that are under way include draining
and cleaning the tanks and conducting internal inspections.

Rick Bond (Ecology) referred to the cuts in the Basin 44 cover and asked if the cuts went all the
way through the cover. Mr. Watson responded that the cuts did go all the way through the cover,
but they were not large cuts. Stephanie Johansen (CHPRC) added that the cuts are about one to two
inches long, and it is believed the cuts were a result of the vegetation removal activities. Mr.
Watson noted that due to the personnel safety risks involved in going out on portions of the LERF
basin covers while over water to make the repairs, the cuts won't be repaired until ETF starts up
and the water level is lowered in the LERF basins so workers won't have to do the repairs over
water. Mr. Watson stated that during an inspection of the covers last summer, ponding was noted
in one area on the Basin 44 cover when a camera attached to the boom of a crane observed the area
and the cuts were identified. Ms. Johansen stated that after the rest of the mud and water were
removed from the cover, the ponding has not resumed. Ms. Johansen added that there is a pump
on site, and if ponding is noticed it could be addressed unless the water is frozen. Mr. Bond asked
if the capacity in the LERF basins, with ETF not running, is still good until 2016. Mike Collins
(RL) responded that since some of the 242-A Evaporator runs have been delayed, the level of the
LERF basins would probably last a little beyond the estimated time in 2016.

Mr. Bond initiated a diission regarding transition of LERF/ETF from CHPRC to WRPS
shqluled for April 1, 2015, noting that there was quite a bit of discussion during the October

MM1. Mr. Bond stated that Kelly Elsethagen (Ecology) sent RL/CHPRC an email regarding
-Ecology's expectations on the transfer. Mr. Bond noted that Dave Bartus (EPA) has expressed a
dif4eignt position from what Ecology and RL/CHPRC have discussed regarding the transition
requitements. Mr. Collins stated that it's clear from the regulations that the transition would
require a Class I modification, and that is RL's position. Ms. Johansen stated that information has
been provided to WRPS since it is the party responsible for preparing the permit modification. Ms.
Johansen added that CHPRC is not the decision-maker, but it is providing support to WRPS. Mr.
Bond stated that the permit modification has to be submitted 90 days in advance of the transition
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date of April 1, 2015, which would be January 1, 2015. Mr. Collins agreed that the regulation
requires the permit mod to be submitted 90 days in advance. Rick Engelmann (CHPRC) stated that
WRPS and ORP would be responsible for submitting the permit mod. Mr. Collins agreed that
WRPS and ORP should be the responsible parties.

Doug Hildebrand (RL) stated that WRPS and ORP representatives should be present if the
transition is going to be discussed during the PMM. Mr. Watson introduced Andrea Hopkins
(WRPS), and stated that Ms. Hopkins had been interfacing with him in the environmental area on
transitioning ETF and the LERF basins. Mr. Bond asked Ms. Hopkins if she had received the
email from Ms. Elsethagen regarding the transition process. Ms. Hopkins responded that she had
received the email. Mr. Bond stated that WRPS or RL could contact him if more information was
needed. Mr. Collins indicated that all the information currently needed has been received.

Mr. Collins asked Ms. Hopkins if her team was preparing the permit application for the transfer.
Ms. Hopkins responded that efforts are under way to prepare the permit if it needs to be submitted,
and that a draft modification on the Part A has been done. Ms. Hopkins added that in parallel, there
are discussions regarding the analysis that Mr. Bartus did. Ms. Hopkins stated that the question
being discussed is whether it is the Part A Form 3 that is transferring the certification and
ownership of the co-operator to another co-operator, or whether it is the Part A Form 3 plus the
essential elements of a Part B permit application. Ms. Hopkins noted that there are differing
opinions among RL, Ecology and EPA. Mr. Collins responded that a Part B would not be an
element of the transfer, and the model should be used when Fluor transferred over to CHPRC,
which was basically a Part A modification. Mr. Collins and Ms. Hopkins agreed that the Part A
permit modification needs to be submitted January 1, 2015 to meet the April 1, 2015 transition date.
Ms. Hopkins stated that she needed to work with Mr. Bond regarding the elements associated with
the schedule for the water permit transfer.

Mr. Watson continued with the operational status regarding WESF activities. Mr. Bond asked if
the stabilization activities and the modifications to the K-3 ventilation system have started. Ms.
Johansen responded that there are several predecessor activities to be put in place before the work
can be started, including permit activities. Mr. Bond referred to the removal of waste from the
canyon, and clarified that the canyon is located above the hot cells and the pool cells. Mr. Watson
responded that the canyon is the area above the cells, and there are no plans to remove anything
from the hot cells.

Mr. Bond inquired about the status of the EPA and Ecology inspection of WESF that was
conducted on November 19 and 20, 2014. Joel Williams, Jr. (CHPRC) responded that EPA
conducted an inspection on the 19' and 2 0h, and there were no concerns addressed at that time.
Mr. Williams stated that the information EPA requested was provided to RL today for transmittal to
EPA. Mr. Williams noted that the information was associated with NCO training and an item on
the equipment deficiency list that has no connection with operation of the pool cell.

III. Status of Previous Agreements and Commitments
A. There were no previous agreements or commitments to status.

IV. New Agreements and Commitments
A. There were no new agreements or commitments identified for discussion.
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V. Near Term Schedules and Ongoing Activities (Milestones, TSD Unit)

A. ST-4500, ST-4502 and ST-4511 Status
Stacy Nichols (Ecology) stated that the ST-4500 permit is in signature approval, and the
copies and DVDs will be made and sent out this month. Ms. Nichols noted that the ST-4500
permit will become effective January 1, 2015. Ms. Nichols stated that there were no updates
to report regarding the ST-4502 and the ST-45 11 permits. Ms. Hopkins stated that she would
be working with Ecology on the ST-4500 and ST-4502 permits to attach schedules and set up
the staff responsible for the discharge monitoring report (DMR).

B. LERF Basin Maintenance
Mr. Engelmann noted that Mr. Watson provided a status on the LERF basin maintenance
under operational status.

C. Hanford Facility RCRA Permit Rev. 9 Update
Mr. Bond stated that there were no updates to report on Rev. 9, and that it is moving forward
very slowly.

D. 8C/Class 2 Modifications
Mr. Collins expressed appreciation to Ecology regarding approval of the Class 2 RCRA
permit modification request. Ms. Johansen stated that clean copies of the documents, as
requested by Ecology, have been prepared and will be transmitted to Ecology.

E. ETF Heat Exchanger
Mr. Engelmann stated that Mr. Watson provided an update on the heat exchanger under
operational status.

VI. Approved Changes Signed Off in Accordance with TPA Section 12.2

A. There were no approved changes identified for discussion. Ms. Hopkins inquired about
Section 12.2. Mr. Engelmann responded that Section 12.2 is associated with milestone
changes, and that 12.2 is included in the agenda per TPA Section 6 of the action plan that
outlines what should be addressed in the PMMs.

VII. General Discussion
A. There were no topics for general discussion.

VIII. Actions
Unit Description of Action Status Date
LERF/ETF An action was established for Ecology to provide New 10/30/2014

RL/CHPRC information regarding potential changes
to the requirements for transferring the LERF/ETF
permit to WRPS.
Ecology provided the information via email in early Closed 12/4/2014
November 2014.

IX. Documents for Submittal to the Administrative Record
A. The October 30, 2014, PMM minutes were identified for submittal to the AR. Mr. Collins

suggested attaching Ecology's email from Ms. Elsethagen to RL/CHPRC (see action) to
today's PMM minutes, which will be submitted to the AR. Ms. Hopkins agreed that attaching
the email was a good suggestion, and it would be a mechanism for tracking the continuing
discussions regarding the transition of LERF/ETF.

X. Next Project Managers Meeting
A. The next PMMs are planned for January 22, 2014.
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Bond, Rick (ECY)

Front Elsethagen, Kelly (ECY)
Sent Tuesday, November 04, 2014 11:42 AM
To: Bond, Rick (ECY); Nichols, Stacy (ECY)
Cc: Dahl, Suzanne (ECY); Skinnarland, Ron (ECY); Jones, Mandy (ECY); Carlson, Annette (ECY)
Subject* Direction for Change in Operational Control for LERF/ETF from DOE-RL to DOE-ORP

and CHPRC to WRPS

Rick and Stacy,

The following outline provides background Information, an evaluation of the change in ownership/operational control, and
a path forward for transitioning the LERF/ETF Operating Unit Group 3 (OUG-3) from DOE-RL to DOE-ORP, and from
CHPRC to WRPS:

Background:

In the past, TSD Unit portions of the Hanford Facility RCRA Permit (now unit group portions) were transferred from
contractor to contractor by requiring the new contractor to submit an updated Part A permit application vs. the entire
permit application (Part A and Part B). This practice is in conflict with WAC 173-303-830(2), which requires the entire
permit application to be submitted when changes in ownership or operational control occur. In looking through historical
ownership/operational control transfers, we could not tell if the lack of a Part B was because the units being transferred
were operating under interim status standards and only had a Part A at the time - in many cases this was probably true.
Whatever the reason, this practice was carried forward even when a unit was Incorporated into the Permit and had an
edsting Part B. After consulting with EPA and the AGO, it was determined there was no relief from the requirement to
provide an updated Part B along with the updated Part A when there is a change in ownership or operational control per
WAC 173-303-830(2), so the historical practice of only requiring an updated Part A will no longer be used.

Evaluation:

Chanae in ownershiD/operatIonal control from DOE-RL to DOE-ORP: Permits are Issued to a "person" as defined by WAC
173-303-040. "Person" means an Individual, trust, firm, joint stock company, federal agency, corporation (Including a
government corporation), partnership, association, state, municipality, commission, political subdivision of a state, or any
inter-state body. While DOE meets the definition of a person (i.e., federal agency), the RL and ORP project offices by
themselves do not. As a result, the change In ownership/operational control of LERF/ETF from DOE-RL to DOE-ORP is
not considered a change in owner or operational control per WAC 173-303-830(2). Also, from a liability standpoint, DOE
is still the owner/operator, regardless of whether it is DOE-RL or DOE-ORP, Although changing from RL to ORP is not a
change in ownership/operational control, the changes in contact information on the Part A n should be Included In the
Class 1 prime permit modification submittal discussed in 2) of the path forward.

Change in ownershipfoperational control from CHPRC to WRPS: The change in co-operator control from CHPRC to WRPS
is considered a change in operational control for a portion of the Hanford Facility under WAC 173-303-830(2). This is
because there is a change in operational liability for the contractor. Although all contractor names are on the Hanford
Facility RCRA Permit, contractors can only be held responsible for those unit groups for which they are listed on the Part
A as the co-operator.

Path Forward*

To transfer co-operator control from CHPRC to WRPS, the following submittals are required according to WAC 173-303-
830(2):

1) "Submittal of a written agreement containing a specific date for transfer of permit responsibility between the
current and new permittee." [WAC 173-303-830(2Xb)J.



The written agreement should consist of documentation of the effective date of transfer of operational
aesponsib iie fo dangemou wiaste mwaae unts in LERF/ETF OUC-3, from CHPRC to WRPPS.

2) "The new owner or operator must submit a revised permit application no later than ninety days prior to the
scheduled change." [WAC 173-303-830(2)(b)].

DOE and WRPS must submit revised sections of the Hanford Facility permit application, consisting of Parts A and
B applicable to dangerous waste management units in the LERF/ETF OUG-3, no later than 90 days prior to the
chedied change. The vised permit app~kation may be submitted to Ecology as a mass I pmrne permit

modification.

Pa : The LERF/ETF Part A subittal must ((st DOE as the owmerfoperator, acd WRPS as the co-oetr. it
must also be signed/certified as indicated on Section XVIII. of the Part A form.

Pl_@: Acceptable Part B submittals indude but are not limited to the following: a) The LERF/ETF Part B section
of the March, 2004 permit application submittal and any subsequent, approved permit modification requests (all
may be incorporated by reference); and b) using the existing LERF/ETF section of the Permit (minus permit
conditions), supplemented with updated permit application material that was not Incorporated into the Permit.
The Part B submittal must also indude any addfional anticpated physical or operatonal changes associated with
the new co-operator, and must be signed and certified according to WAC 173-303-810(12)-(13).

As Ecology Executive Policy 17-01 has delegated the issuance of permits from the director to section managers, the
written agreement and the LERF/ETF OUG-3 Part A and Part B sections of the Hanford Facility permit application must be
submitted to Suzanne Dahi, Tank Waste Treatment Section Manager, who is currently managing the Hanford Facility
RCRA Permit.

The information will be reviewed to ensure operating conditions at the LERF/ETF have not changed, and that the
LERF/ETF unit group permit conditions do not require additions, deletions, or revisions. Please let one of th prmit
coordinators know if you have any questions or need additional clarification.

Thank you,

Kelly Elsethagen
Hanford Facility Dangerous Waste Permit Coordinator, Rev. 9
Washington State Department of Ecology
(509) 372-7913 (Work)
(509) 424-2514 (Cell)

I 2



OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER 2014
WESF/ETF/LERF/200 AREA TEDF OPERATIONS REPORTp FOR THE DECEMBER 4,2014 PMM

LERF Basin Liquid Level, Inventory and Waste Received - October & November 2014
Basin 42 Basin 43 Basin 44

Basin Liquid Level and 11.7 ft. 14.8 ft. 19.3 ft.
Inventory on 11/30/2014 -2.93 Mgal -4.11 Mgal -6.18 Mgal

2 tanker shipments of 13,000
AZ-301 gallons

I tanker shipments of 7,000
MW Burial Trench #31 7,000
and #34 Leachate

0 shipments of
WSCF/100N drums

4 tanker shipments of -10,000
BP-5 perched water gallons

~280,608
ERDF leachate transfers ga80,ns

gallons

* The volumes in this table are estimated. Tanker shipment volumes are estimated by
multiplying the number of shipments by the capacity of the tanker being used.

Effluent Treatment Facility treated - 0 Mgal of wastewater during October and
November 2014.
200 Area Treated Effluent Disposal Facility (TEDF) received wastewater at an
average flow rate of about 863 gpm during October and November 2014, based on
TEDF Flow Totalizer information.



LERF/ETF/200 AREA TEDF ACTIVITIES:

* Treatment of wastewater is suspended due to heat exchanger issues.
* A contract has been let for the procurement of a replacement heat exchanger.
* Annual tank integrity assessments are under way.
* Planning for repairs to special protective coating on the floors of the facility commenced.
* LERF Basin 42, 43, and 44 annual cover cleaning activities are complete.
* LERF Basin deficiency repairs:

o Basin 42:
* Two cuts identified on the liner above water line required a Class 2 RCRA

Permit Modification that was approved to allow repairs without empting
the basin. Repairs were completed on October 1.

* Of the 94 tensioning towers to keep the basin cover taught, 3 were found
deficient and were repaired.

o Basin 44:
* Repair techniques for cuts on the cover over the water level were found

too risky from an occupational hazard perspective and will not be pursued
further at this time until the basin water level is reduced to a level where
the cuts are not over the water. Water level in the basin will be reduced
upon commencement of ETF operations following heat exchanger
replacement. Plan was provided to WDOH at the November 19 routine
Technical Exchange Meeting without objection.

* A carbon canister used to filter gases collected in the head space below the
cover that are vented to the environs was been found to have a deficiency
with a connection assembly. Replacement canister has been delivered and
installation pending.

* A date of April 1, 2015 has been set for the transition of ETF/LERF/SALDS/TEDF from
CHPRC to WRPS. WRPS is performing an "extent of condition" review in accordance
with their transition plan.

* Planning for the removal of the existing heat exchanger and installation of its
replacement and startup of the ETF is being conducted by WRPS.

WESF ACTIVITIES:

* Planning for stabilization of portions of the facility along with modifications to the K-3
ventilation system is in progress. Detail design of the stabilization facets as well as the
ventilation upgrades is under way.

* Planning for the removal of waste in the canyon for disposal at ERDF has commenced.
* Planning for reactivation of the 15 ton crane needed for upcoming project activities has

commenced.
* EPA and Ecology conducted an inspection of WESF on November 19 and 20.
* Drafts of a revised RCRA Part A Permit, Part B Permit, and Closure Plan have been

prepared in support of the stabilization activities.
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LERF/200 AREA ETF and WESF PROJECT MANAGERS MEETING
825 Jadwin I Room 540S

Hanford, Washington
December 4, 2014

9:00 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.

Agenda

I. The August 28, 2014, Project Managers Meeting (PMM) minutes were approved by RL and
Ecology representatives and are submitted to Administrative Record (AR). There were no
subject PMMs held in September 2014.

II. Operational Status

III. Status of Previous Agreements and Commitments

IV. New Agreements and Commitments

V. Near Term Schedules and Ongoing Activities (Milestones, TSD Unit)
A. ST-4500, ST-4502 and ST-45 11 status
B. LERF Basin Maintenance
C. HF RCRA Permit Rev. 9 Update
D. 8C/Class 2 Mods
E. ETF Heat Exchanger

VI. Approved Changes Signed Off in Accordance with TPA Section 12.2

VII. General Discussion

VHI. Actions
Unit Description of Action Status Date
LERF/ETF An action was established for New 10/30/2014

Ecology to provide RIJCHPRC
information regarding potential
changes to the requirements for
transferring the LERF/ETF permit
to WRPS.

IX. Documents for Submittal to the Administrative Record

X. Next Project Managers Meeting


