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DOE POLICY ON SIGNATURES OF RCRA PERMIT onte 5-g.00 THM,

»

Thig notice provides tha Department of Energy (DOE) policy
regarding signatures on Regource Conservation sad Recovery Act
(RCRA) permit applications. EAach RCRA permit application
requires the signature of both the owner and operator of the

facilicy,

Baged upon tha Department’'s avaluation of the definition of
Operator under EPA's RCRA regulations, the DOE policy is to
hava tha duly suthorized representatives of the Oparaticns

Offices sign RCRA permit applications as tha owner end to.

sign jolintly as the operator with their contrsctors who ere
raesponsible or partislly responsible for hazardous waste
sctivities at the facility. This policy {s consistent with
EPA's recognition that in some cases it is sppropriate for
both a Federal asgency and the contractor to sign tha RCRA
permic application as the operator.

This policy recognizes that there are some sspects of facility
operation, such as capltal expenditure snd other funding,
policy and scheduling decislons, and general oversight,

for which DOE {s responsible, and other sspects of facility
operation, such as the dafly haads-on conduct of waste
management activities, for which the contractor is responsible.
Consequently, a joint signature policy most sccurately reflects
the manner I{n which DQE's Government-Owned Contractor-Operated
(GOCU) facilities are managed.

Regulatory suthorities should recognize that the responsibility
for operating DOE’a GOCO facilities i3 shared by the government
and the contra¢tor. In order to ancoursge regulatory
suthorities to recogniza this sharing of responasibilities, dual
si{gnaturea should be accompanied by the following explanatory
statement, elther {n the permit applicstion or in the
transmi{ttsl letter to the regulatory agency.

The Department of Energy and its operating
contractor, . have jointly gigned
this application as the operator of the permitted
facility. The Department has determined that dusl
gignatures best reflect the actual apportionment of
respongibility undet.which the Department‘'e RCRA
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respongibilities are for policy, programmatic,

funding and scheduling decislons, as well as general
overeight, and the contractor's RCRA rosponsibilities
ara for day-to-day aperations, including but not
limited to, the following reapongibilities: waste
analyses and handling, monitoring, record keeping,
reporting, end contingency pleanning. For purposea of
the certificstion required by 40 C,.F.R. Section 270.11(d),
the Department's and ‘s representatives
certify, to the best of thelr kncwledge and bellef,

the truth, sccuracy and completencaa of the application
for their respective areas of responsibilicy.

This policy applies to any new or xevised RCRA permit
application and, to the extent the appropriate regulatory
authority requests application of thig policy to existing
permit spplicstions, the policy elso spplies. Naval Reactors
facilities and activities are not subject to this policy.
Further guidance on the implementation of this peolicy,
including verience requasts, will be issued by the Office

of Environment, Safety and Health. In the interim, qQuestiocas
may be addressed to Mr. Ray Berube, Deputy Assistant Secretary

for Envigonment.
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James D, Watkins
Admirel, U.S. Navy (Retired}
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