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April 22, 1993 - 2

Honorable Hazel O'LearyA
Secretary of 'Energy - 0
United States Departmient of EnergyA'
1000 Independeace Ave. S.W. 0
Washing=o, D.C. 7-0585

Dear Secretary O'Lxary: LO

We bave been inormed that the United Sbdme Depar-tment of 'Energy intends to restart
the Plutonium Fnishing Plant at the Hanford Nuclr Reservation within the next si months.
Your agny has coninually takcen the position that retart of the facility Is nemssary. Officials
within your agency have also repeatedly MWte thiat environmental impacts associated with the
resulting effluent discharges3 areisgii~t

The Ci&izn of Washington anid Oregon strongly support speedy and fiscally responsible

= eanup of the Hmdfod Nuclear Reseration. However, considexable concern bag been
ctnually expressed by the public over the necessity for, environctal impacts of, and safet

isues surrounding, restaft of the Plutonium Finishing Plant. In an attempt to satisfy the
concerns of the public, USDOER has repeatedly been requested to comply with the National
Eaviroameatal Policy AcL Nevertheless, NEPA requirements have been totally ignored.

Additionally, USDOE has continually failed anid refused to comply with all formal and
InformaRl rzj'tes that the signiatory public interest organizations and tribe be provided with
the docwzrezxt andlor information neeed to independently verifyr the neaeuity for restart of
PFP and to dispel cono-rnflreting the, sfety of that plant Absent rele2r.e of document% and
information upon which USDOE base Its restart dion. the publiec cannot he assired that the
restart decision is technically sound. Furthermore, the continued retsal of USDOE to allow
acms to these documents does nothing mom~ than increase exi~sting publi distrst of the
USDOE.

Much has-bee said of Lite about the changing "culture at the USDOE, including a new
desire for active participation by an informed public. As evidence of this change in a cultuxeff,
we would hope that you will agxec to provdeto the Signatory organizations and trin ,a

retaives of the concerned citizens of Washington and Oregon, information supporting
USDOE's decision to restar the Plutonium Finishing Plant at Hanford.. Specifically, we request
that within thirty days (30) you provide us with the following information:

Iall current mission documents and niateials management plans for PEP and any
documents relating to, referring to or discussing the justiffcations for restart of PEP;

ii) the current inventory and detailed description of all materials within the, PEP which
are slated for processing during the "stabilization runs", including the location and
amounits of the material, existing information on the chemnical forms and present
condition of the plutonium material, and detalled information regarding potential
difficulties posed by the deterioration of this material;,

iii) the excpected quantities of each category of materials recovered/separated during the
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made to the pluitoniumn oxide. prudu.-ed;

iv) all. studies which the USDOE and/or itq cnractors have comnpleted and/or requezted
7KM~ii~ alUterntives to restalt Of the plant, includin~g alternativeS for s ~ilizin 

z~tgor stcoing each ctegOrY Of znatetial ideati~fied in teWponSJ- to Pararah i
above;

v) information concerning the jncuMsin woiker exposure to Amnericium-241 (Arn-241)
and other mateials present within PEP3;

vi) informaflon regarding the criticaity ha~rds in tank 1 02-SY which is to recei ve
additioial=nsuramc -waste during the clean-,ou: rinm d the MINMIS ernployed by'
USDOE to determine whether addition of the&&- mAtetals wiLl pose aL criticntity Sfety
problexa;

vii) any and all stadies, completed by TJSDCYS ~okr its contractors concerning AvaiLable
methods for reducing the amn, t of ~o,4on te ehioride, presently esffnaW± by Hanford
officials at O pounds pef day, that will be released to the environtment during the clean-
out run;

viii) any and all studies, reports or assesments relating to, referdng or discussing any
and all environmental impacts associated with the restart and/or "stabiizatio rms" of

xi) all historical documents discussing, detaffing or otherwisit referring to any
contamination incidents, unusual ommweces or explosions within PFP which occurred.
during previous operation of the. plant and which -would assist a in anaessment of

* currenit safety problems and/or riska posed by operation of the plant.

x) informatioa regarding any public involvemneat pirocess which UISDOR intendq to
implement prior to. the retai of PF 2 aud/or oLhcr course of action tn he ihmployeA by
USDOE to involve the public prior to zicstart;

xi) copies of any and all work plans and/or scheduleg npplii_-able to the clean-out run or
-my portion thereof-

The cidzetis of the Statez of Washimgtoa and Oregon mudt be asmsureZ that cleanup
de-2siL-ju P.Tv. utcncztly 5ound. Only thr~oughi an open exichange. of pet1:iiert information can
t be done. Plea.se provide the req-uested documenm to the indian nations and organizations
below at the Sivea addresses-

The Confederated Tibes and Bands
of the Yakira Indian Nation
Route I Box 78A
White Swan, WA 98952 R L Gommitiiient Cont~pI

APR 3 0 993

Rich !iM Opraiofr O51ce
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He2A of Amr'ica. Northwesc anid Hanford Fducadon Acdion League
Lcgal Advocites for Washington .1720. N. Ash Sr
1305 Fourth Aveinuq.(Ste 208 SpoIanc, WA 99205

Columbia Piver ~iti Ncrthwest Enviroruuental Advocates
P'.O. Box 1254 2nd Hanfobrd Watch
Hood River, OR 97031 302 Haseitine Building,-

133 S.W. Scc~ood Avenue
Portlmd, OR 97204-3526

G:ovnmfei AeeountbiLir Proj ec

14027 d Avenue, Snife 1215
'IA 9810.1,'
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cc. .Honom~ble Mike L6wry
Honorable Barbara Roberts
Honorable Patty Murray
Honorable Mar~k Hatfield
Honorable Maria Cantwell
Eoaorable Jay Enslee

* Honorable Jim McDermott
Honorable Roti Wyden
Honorable Al Swift
H~onorazble Tomn Fo1py
Honorable NMe K~tedler
Ffonorable Jolene UazSOW~

* Honorable Norm. Dicks
Elonotmble Elizabeth Firse




