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Department of Energy
Richland Operations Office
P.O. Box 550
Richland, Washington 99352 } -
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Mr. Pat Svoboda
Environmental Specialist
Nuclear Waste Program

State of Washington
Department of Ecology

1315 West Fourth Avenue
Kennewick, Washington 99336

Dear Mr. Svoboda:

REQUESTED INFORMATION ON THE 324 PILOT PLANT TREATMENT, STORAGE AND/OR
DISPOSAL UNIT

This letter provides preliminary information in response to your information
requests associated with your June 13, 1996, inspection of the 324 Pilot
Plant. The unit no longer exists but was located in the approximate area of
Room 146 in the 324 Building. A petition for the withdrawal of the unit’s
Part A Application {Form 3) was submitted in 1989 and the unit was removed in
1991. The unit has been included in discussions with Jeanne Wallace, of your
department, concerning the procedural closure of Pacific Northwest National
Laboratory (PNNL) non-operational treatment, storage and/or disposal units.

It should be noted that during 1980-1983, the 324 Pilot Plant was operated by
the Hanford Engineering Development Laboratory, which was consolidated with
PNNL on July 1, 1983. This consolidation, combined with the fact that plant
operations staff are no longer readily available for interviews, has delayed
the investigation for the requested information.

Request - Information regarding the capped pipes, labeled TPS-1-55, TPS-2-70
and CBWASTE., in Room 146.

TPS-1-55 connects to line TPS-1-56, which empties into tank TK-108 in the 324
Building Low-Level Vault. TPS-2-70 connects to line TP$S-2-69, which empties
into tank TK-102, also in the 324 Building Low-Level Vault. _

The pipe labeled CBWASTE connected to the crib waste system that drained to a
crib waste trench. The crib waste system was taken out of servicé in the late
1970s to early 1980s. A record review did not indicate whether the 324 Pilot
Plant may have discharged into this pipe. Efforts are continuing to determine
if the pilot plant was connected to the crib waste system. Additional
information on this issue will be supplied as it becomes avaiiable.

The discharge location of the reactor vessel drain Tines indicated on the
attached figure 1 and 2. Preliminary information from interviews with pilot
plant operations personnel and a record review indicates that the reactor
vessel discharged to the 324 Building retention process sewer (RPS). The RPS
discharges to the 300 Area process sewer system, which is connected to the
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treatment effluent disposal facility (TEDF). Efforts are continuing to verify
the discharge location. Additional information on this issue will be supplied
as it becomes available.

Request - Photographs of the Sodium Removal Pilot Plant equipment.

A search of PNNL files has not located photographs of the 324 Pilot Plant
equipment. Any additional information on the capped CBWASTE pipe and the
discharge drain of the reactor vessel that we are able to obtain will be
provided by July 31, 1996.

If you have any questions regarding this information, please contact
M. A. Barnard of U.S. Department of Energy, Richland Operations Office on
(509) 372-4391 or B. J. Day of PNNL on (509) 376-3835. ,

Sincerely, )
James E. Rasmussen, Director

Environmental Assurance, Permits,
EAP:EMM and Policy Division

Attachments:
1. Figure 1 - Steam Disposal of
Waste Sodium
2. Figure 2 - NaK Disposal -

cc w/attachs:

EDMC, H6-08

Bowman, WHC

. Dittmer, WHC

. Flores, PNNL

. Jones, PNNL

. Weaver, PNNL

. Mcore, Ecology
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W Dangerous Waste Compliance Checklist

TYPE OF VISIT: TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE COMPLIANE E INSPECTION COMPLAINT # Other:

' Opening Confcrcnc@ No -  Site Toﬁ: Yest No. Records Review: Yes No- Closing Conference: Yes' No

Site § k
Site Name: _32-4 S| i © Lot ?Co ec_,’(" | WAE.E..?__QQE.S;ZQ_E
Site Contact(s): Vi \E RO

Title(s: 324 ® Cel{ Projed Momcucy .

Phone: ____ /536 —307FS. Phone: / j
Address: _

Mailing Address: (- O © Boyx  129. . i '
City: ?7}(/(«\&/\(} : Co: Bentun Zip: A935<

Years on Site: - SICH
Generator/Facility Status (circle): SQG MQG LQG- Recycler Other
Type of Busmess ﬁeieau-

A

Information and assistance on the following
- environmental programs is available from: - .
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COMPLIANCE ACTIONS REQUIRED

Instructions: The actions identified below are necessary in order to be in compliance with Washington
Dangerous Waste Regulations (Ch. 173-303 WAQC), or other environmental laws or regulations. Please indicate
the date an action is completed and initial each item, If an action is not completed, please note in the “Date
Completed” column and explain on back of this page.

Return Completed Form or Request for Extension -- Upon completion of all actions listed above, please mail a
copy of this form to the Washington Department of Ecology at the address listed below. An extension of the
deadlines to achieve compliance may be requested. Please make a request in writing, including the reasons an
extension is pecessary and proposed date(s) for completion, and send it to the Ecology Lead Contact by

é J (date). Ecology will provide a written approval or denial of your request.

No. " Action(s) Needed to Achieve Compliance © | By:.When? | Date iy
e Completed | =,
! ?reWaLSubmﬂ- leHer 4o Ecolegy contaming_infgrmation|: 6/23/?6 qzite (J8)

on P 2_ { Guestions ., Coﬂmns comments’ )

.| This checkhst servesasa notlce of def' iciency for technical assistance, visits or a notlce of correction for other site visits
|5 prowded for in the Washmgton State Law “Implememmg Regulatory Ref’orm Chapter 403, Laws of 1995

Revxs:t s None R

"'SampIeSlTaI-\en Yes!No .+ Splits Off'ered Yes/No -

. ~

.-_:’ .;Step by Step T[Ms '. Focus Sheets
, 10T . Additional - A ak
3 Asmstance/Enforcement _Programs Explamed Yes /N Co aoly
If yoit have any quesnons about information in  this Checkhst, p]ease ca[l the Ecoloqy Lead Contact. The Depmment of
Eco[oqy is’an equal opportumty agency; 1f you have special accornrnodanon needs, contact Felicia Curtis at (360) 407-
16721 or Julie Carrasco at (360Q) 407-6199 (Voice), or (360) 407- 6006 (TDD} _ ,
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