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Dear Dr. Alvarez, —_—— e ——

It was & pleasurs sesing you aguin. Since ws worked together in confwotion with the Hanford Health
Effects Panel in 1986 & lot has changed -- and nothing has changed. If allowsd to remain unaddressed,
fundsmeatal managmment and culoawal problems, such s those kere at Hanford, don’t get better with
time; they simply continug to impact more efforts and nsutralias the best of recommendations.
Nevertheloss, I am delighted to see your involvement again. I hope # is a long term assignment.

As we discussed with Secretary Moniz when you and he were hers in January, we feel stongly that
Hanford's cleanup lacks both direction toward any defined endstae conditions, and an understanding of
the regional effects of the wchnical solutions that, nevertheless, are being implemented. We will
continue to sdvocain eonduct of the Columbia River Compeehensive Impact Assessment (CRCIA) as an
essential regional effocts analysis. Muy.uwﬂdbemoduadmsiouid in developing truly

sentible clesnup strategies.

Hanford’s latest politically correct science initiative, the Integrated Ground Water / Vadose Zons Project
(GW/VZ), sssms dissppointing so fur. As the attached lotter to Secretary Monix indicates, we see an
absence of thinking sbout purpose, scope, or integration of subordinate analysis efforts. Failing to define
these elements, GW/VE seams to wander simiessly around wying to look like whatever it is expected o
look like -- including the CRCIA -- while destroying that which ws (snd many others) beiieve w0 be the
sound approach forged into the CRCIA. I have attached a figure from the CRCIA to belp make the point
that there is a0 escaping the need for an overarching analysis. GW/VZ can only be, at best, a subordinate
element of that broader anatysia.

I hope Secretary Moniz allows us to provide s CRCIA familiarization presentation as we roquested in our

letter. Should that come about ! hope you can sttend. I would look forward to hearing your views on
these issues. Your suggestions are slways welcome.

e

Russell Jirn, Manager
Environmesial Restoration and
Waste Management Program
2 attachments:
CRCIA figure

Yakama Nation letzer to Secretary
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Dr. Emest J. Moniz

Under Secretary of Enezgy

U. S. Depertmmnt of Energy

1000 Independence Avenue, 8. W,

Washington, D. C. 20585
HANFORD VISIT FOLLOW-UP

The Yakama Nation wishes to thank you for taking your time to meet with Councilman
Tke and our technical staff when you visited Hanfred Januery 22, 1998. Perhaps you'll
recall the frank conversation about the deficiency in DOE-Hanford's decision-making
practices, specifically that past and present cloanup decisions are not defensibie due 10 the
sbeence of malyses of the cumulstive effects on the region of those decisions.
Councilman Ike’s lotter to you of January 22 requested your independent review of how
Hanford cleanup decizions arc reached and asked for an early mesting with vou to more
fully explore this and other Yakama concerns.

We watch with great interest the development of Hanford's Integrated Ground Water /
Vadose Zone Project (GW/VZ). We have not been able to see the February 13th draft
plan: but have discussed it with & number of the staff. We sincarely hope there is more
science than hype in the GW/VZ concept. At the present time, however, we are skeptical.
Currently we see littls 1o no grasp among the ieadership or staff of an explicit parpose for
the Project, a vague to non-existent definition of its scope, and such a poor understanding
of “integretion” as to render impossible any definition of interfaces between source teym,
transport, exposure and impact,

The Yakema Nation applauds DOE’s efforts to establish consistency across the Site in
vadose characteritation and modeling approaches for both the vadose and groundwater.
These sre difficult matters by themselves. We hope the GW/VZ Project coufines itaeif to
these lofty objectives without diffusing its efforts by ambitious expansionism iato Site
. source term definition, containment/containment failure performance, contaminant
distribution in and through the Columbia River, and ecosystem uptake/exposure/impact
projections. A credible Hanford regional effiocts analysis must have relisble trave} time
and concentration information from the GW/VZ Project, but the GW/VZ Project cannot
become m acceptably credible regional effects analysis.

When you were here we expressed disappointment that your agenda was set so as to
preclude any opportunity for you to learn about the Columbia River Comprehansive
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Impact Assessment (CRCIA) -~ a dofined and peer reviewed regional effects assessment
for the Hanfoed Site which establishes s solidly rational analytical framework in which
the GW/VZ could be an important contributing analysis. Copies of the docurnent
describing this assessment were provided to you and Dr. Alvarez during our discussion.

We would like to provide you with e technital briefing of the CRCIA and discuss its
merits in context with the GW/VZ Project, and how these analyses could provide the
needed defenaible basis for Hanford cleanup decisions.. We swait your response to these
requests and look forward to your leadership in these critical azeas.

sﬁ.t. #ej.i)/

iam F. Yallup, Chairman
Yakama Indian Nation Tribal Council
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