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Department of Energy

Richland Operations Office
P.O. Box 550
Richland, Washington 99352

03-CLO-0098 MAY 02 2003

Mr. Tom Zeilman

Hanford Natural Resource @EHW
Trustee Council Chairman

c/o: Confederated Tribes and Bands
of the Yakama Indian Nation JAN 2 % 2008

P. 0. Box 151 EDMC

Toppenish, Washington 98948
Dear Mr. Zeilman:

TRANSMITTAL OF FINDING 03-01: APPROVAL OF LETTER, “100 B/C ECOLOGICAL
RISK PILOT PROJECT”

We received your e-mail dated April 17, 2003, requesting a vote for the proposed Finding 03-01
approving the letter entitled “100 B/C Ecological Risk Pilot Project.” Attached please find the
Signature Page. :

The U.S. Department of Energy stands behind the purpose of the Hanford National Resource
Trustee Council (HNRTC) being the forum to facilitate coordination and cooperation to achieve
the common goals of the trustees and that all decisions made by the HNRTC shall be by
consensus. We also view the HNRTC as a forum for open and honest discussion of trustee
issues. As you may recall from the last quarterly HNRTC meeting, I was fully supportive of the
HNRTC sending a letter to the Tri-Parties expressing concerns with the 100 B/C Pilot Project.
However, it appears that the tenets of the HNRTC broke down during the process of preparing
HNRTC advice on the 100 B/C Pilot. For the following reasons, the RL-Trustee’s vote is an
“objection” for both process and content.

The process described in the HNRTC By-laws for obtaining concurrence for HNRTC findings,
which establish recommendations and advice, was not adhered to. The findings process was
delayed until after transmittal of the letter and the letter did not receive the RL-Trustee’s
concurrence before being finalized. Secondly, as RL-Trustee, I do not agree with the content of
the letter or the content of the finding. As such, the letter is not considered a valid HNRTC letter
and should be retracted.

A suggested agenda topic for our next HNRTC meeting may be to discuss this issue in some
detail from a content and process perspective to reach an agreed to path forward. In the
meantime, a respected panel of scientists recently completed a peer review of the 100 B/C Pilot
Project Data Quality Objectives. Their findings are anticipated to be received soon and will be
forwarded to the HNRTC.
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If you have questions or would like to discuss this letter, please contact me or you may contact
Astrid P. Larsen, of my staff, on (509) 372-0477

Sincerely,
étéh’n H. WisneSs, DOE Representative
CLO:APL Hanford Natural Resource Trustee Council

Attachment

cc w/attach: Seepage3 & 4
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Nicholas Ceto

Hanford Project Manager

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
712 Swift Boulevard, Suite 5
Richland, Washington 99352

Susan Coburn Hughs

State of Oregon — Department of Energy
625 Marion Street NE

Salem, Oregon 97310

Larry Gadbois

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
712 Swift Blvd., Suite 5

Richland, Washington 99352

Larry Goldstein

State of Washington — Department of Ecology
P. O. Box 47600

Olympia, Washington 98504

Dennis Faulk

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
712 Swift Blvd., Suite 5

Richland, Washington 99352

Stuart Harris

Confederated Tribes of the
Umatilla Indian Reservation

P. O. Box 638

Pendleton, Oregon 97801

Helen Hillman

U.S. Department of Commerce

National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration
c/o EPA Region 10

1200-6" Avenue

Mail Stop ECL-117

Seattle, Washington 98101
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Nick [adanza

U.S. Department of Commerce

National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration
National Marine Fisheries Service

525 NE Oregon Street

Portland, Oregon $7232-2737

Jake Jakabosky

Bureau of Land Management
Spokane District Office

1103 N. Fancher

Spokane, Washington 99212

Dan Landeen

Nez Perce Tribe

Main Street and Beaver Grade
P. O. Box 365

Lapwai, Idaho 83540

Todd Martin, Hanford Advisory Board

John Price

Washington Department of Ecology
1315 W. 4™

Kennewick, Washington 99336

Preston Sleeger _

U.S. Department of the Interior

500 NE Multnomah Street, Suite 600
Portland, Oregon 97232-2036

Don Steffeck

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Portland Eastside Federal Complex
911 NE Avenue

Portland, Oregon 97232-4181

Laurt Vigue

State of Washington — Department of Ecology
Department of Fish & Wildlife

600 Capitol Way North

Olympia, Washington 98501-1091



Mr. Michael Wilson ‘
Washington State Department of Ecology
600 Desmond Dr.

Lacey, Washington 98504
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HANFORD NATURAL RESOURCE TRUSTEE COUNCIL
FINDING 03-01 '

This finding is to approve the Hanford Natural Resource Trustee Council (Council) letter dated
April 14, 2003, and to authorize the Chair’s signature. The letter is addressed to Messrs. Keith
Klein (U.S. Department of Energy), Nicholas Ceto (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency) and
Michael Wilson (Washington State Department of Ecology). The subject line is: “100 B/C
Ecological Risk Pilot Project.”

In summation, this finding conveys:

Objections to the Tri-Parties’ failure to properly coordinate with the Council in the DQO
process for the 100 B/C Risk Assessment Pilot Project

Recommendation that the Tri-Parties reach a common understanding with the Trustees of the
purpose, scope and biological principles for Ecological Risk Assessment in the river corridor

Concern that there may be inadequate funding to support appropriate ecological risk
evaluations

Recommendation that ecological risk experts from EPA participate in the 100 B/C Pilot
Project

Recommendation that future DQO processes for ecological risk assessment, especially for
the 200 Area, include early and continuing participation by the Council at regular intervals
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HANFORD NATURAL RESOURCE TRUSTEE COUNCIL

SIGNATURE PAGE
Finding 03-01: Approval of letter, “100 B/C Ecological Risk Pilot Project.”

__Support
__X_Object
___ Abstain
_____ Support with separate opinion (below)

Signature:
Name: _Stgven Wisness
Trustee Organization: DOE-RL
Date: 5/2/02%
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Mr. Tom Zeilman

Hanford Natural Resource
Trustee Council Chairman

¢/o! Confederated Tribes and Bands
of the Yakama Indian Nation

P. 0. Box 151

Toppenish, Washington 98948

Dear Mr. Zeilman:

TRANSMITTAL OF FINDING 03-01: APPROVAL OF LETTER, “100 B/C ECOLOGICAL
RISK PILOT PROJECT” '

We received your e-mail dated April 17, 2003, requesting a vote for the proposed Finding 03-01
approving the letter entitled “100 B/C Ecological Risk Pilot Project.” Attached please find the
Signature Page. .

The U.S. Department of Energy stands behind the purpose of the Hanford National Resource
Trustee Council (HNRTC) being the forum to facilitate coordination and cooperation to achieve
the common goals of the trustees and that all decisions made by the HNRTC shall be by
consensus. We also view the HNRTC as a forum for open and honest discussion of trustee
issues. As you may recall from the last quarterly HNRTC meeting, I was fully supportive of the
HNRTC sending a letter to the Tri-Parties expressing concerns with the 100 B/C Pilot Project.
However, it appears that the tenets of the HNRTC broke down during the process of preparing
ITNR T advices nn the 100 R/C Pilot. For the followine reasons, the RL-Trustee’s vote is an




