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Ms. Dana A. Rasmussen
Regional Administrator
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency
Region 10 7
1200 Sixth Avenue 54
Seattle, Washington 98101

M.Christine 0. Gregoire, Directdrf NV '

Washington State 9

Department of Ecology \.~

Mail Stop PV-11
Olympia, Washington 98504-8711

Dear Ms. Rasmussen and Ms. Gregoire:

LOW-LEVEL MIXED WASTE LABORATORY CHANGE REQUEST (M-14-00) NOTICE OF DISPUTE

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated November 8, 1991, denying
the change package submitted on November 1, 1991, and to state that DOE-RL
formally requests we commence dispute resolution.

I appreciate the courtesy you extended in trying to arrange a conference call
to apprise us of your position. Unfortunately, due to timing constraints, we
were unable to schedule such a call on November 12, 1991.

I believe we have been striving to improve working relationships with your
staffs and I do not view this as a set back to those relationships. However,
I feel that it is important that we have further discussion between our
staffs. The primary focus of these discussions should center on ensuring that
the laboratory needs are met. Your concern about construction of a specific
facility, which could possibly meet the letter of the milestone but not the
intent, or the timeliness of your agencies' involvement, should be addressed
separately. This is, in my opinion, a secondary issue tht only serves to
cloud the primary purpose of this milestone. I therefore propose that the
Dispute Resolution Committee (DRC) be convened to review: (a) the basis for
the milestone, and (b) recent data an improved laboratory turn-around times
prior to escalation to the Senior Executive Committee (SEC) as outlined in
Articles XV and XL of the Hanford Federal Facility Agreement and Consent
Order.

Again, I would not view this as a set back to the relationships we have been
striving so hard to establish over the past three years. It has always been
the position of the Department that the Agreement executed between the parties
in 1989 was a mechanism by which to focus on finding solutions to issues of j34
mutual concern. I also do not wish to find our staffs in a "confrontationa
role and would ask that we continue in the spirit of open, honest -

communications, to which we have all committed ourselves. P
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If this is amenable to you, please have your staff contact R. 0. Izatt,
Program Manager, Office of Environmental Assurance, Permits and Policy, on
(509) 376-5441 (FTS 444-5441) to identify a mutually agreeable date and time.

John 0. Wagon r
Manager

WMD:OMW

cc: P. T. Day, EPA
E. J. Kosiancic, WHC
T. L. Nord, Ecology
L. L. Powers, WHC
T. B. Veneziano, WHC
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