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DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
mall Stop PV-11 e Olympla, Washington 9850487 11 e (206) 4596000

Mr., Stave Wisnasa B
¥.3. Despartment of Enexgy
P.C. Box 550

aishland, WA 99352

Doar Me. Wianess?
Ret eommants on Draft Issus Paper fo¥ rneerim Stabilization of Single Shell
fanks at Hanford (M=08) o

Refarence: Lettar; S. Wisness, RL to ?. Day and D. #anssn, ‘stabtlizntionxgi
Ramaining Single Shell Tanks at Hanford®, dated July 10, 1592,

Zeology haa reviewed tha above zeferancsd lettes andithe enclosed draft lssue
papar. We have aluc recaived a prisfting on this lssue papsr frem members of
Fnergy and Westinghouse starfX on rridsy, July 17. .The following comments are
paged en both ths issue papes and the briefing. ;

Energy has proposed changing the M-03 milastones and’ adding new milestones for
retrisval af wastes from «he S5ingle Shell Tanka (88Ts). The iscue of
retriaval has bsen raised by various groups within Enecgy recently. and
Foology has had numerous indications that early retzisval Ls now Eaergy’s
praferrad action €or tha S8Ts. Howsver, there has:baen no formsl
corraspondence with Ecology on this Lssus. Ecology has long been a proponant
of wastae retriaval at the 5813, and we continue £o:encourage this approach.

I£ Energy im committed to 88T waste retrieval, it should be slearly and
formally communicated to gcology by Energy Headquarters. Negotiations .
prapased by the subject issue draft papar im the ideal time to clarify this
position.

Interim atabllization of the S8Ts has heen the primary mathod of preventing
and/or mitigating tank 18aka. Beology is Iully aware of the vaziocus problems
axpariaenced at the $5Ts over the paat year. some of the di2ficultlss ocutlined
in “he issue papesr ars substantial, and it is apparent that the September,
1982, milestona (M~Q5=04) will not be mec. whiatever: the reasons for not
achieving the intezrim geabilization milestones, it is not approprimte to
sbandon stabilization. Several tanks, scms on tha watchliat, AXe agsumed
isakers. Stabilsizaeion of thede tanks i8 currently =ha only nesr-term leak
mizigation measure. In additien, some of the tank.farms have had significant
failure rataa (as indicatad JY che current number of assumed leakerds), and the
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