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STATE OF WASHI

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY
mail Slop pV-IU a OfrrflrM. Washinptof 98,50+87 1 (X6A) 459-60oo

July 21, 1992

zHr. stove Wisnuess 
1

V. S. DevaetmnOflofneq
P.C. Box S50

Ainhiaftd, wA 99352 
C

Dear Mr. Wigneiss

Ra t tc==mmts on Draft issue paper for Znterim Stabilizati-on of OVA9l@ Shell

Tankcs at- Hanford (M-051

Raferencer Letter$ S. Wisnems, RL to P. Day 
and D. larnsen, "St&aLui1-atio 1;tk

IRomaiflifl SingleO &hall Tanks at aanard"; dated July 10t, 19921

Ecology has reviewd tflb W="v referenced letter: and the encoseod draft LNEUS

paper. We have also reCeived a briefing on thi~s Lanue paper fromi mmbers of

!1 *rgy and Westinighouse otafr on rriday, July 17. The follo.winlg -n~ts ar*

based onl both the Isue paper and the briefing.

unorgy has proposed changingQ tlh M-05 mLUsatorlU ad' addinv now mailostafle for

r##*rivalof wastes from the Si.ngle shell~ Tan. (83u5. The issue of

retrieval has been raised by various groups withi.L nenrgy recenltly, and

Xoology has had numaroui±BLfdictCaZ2 that early retrival. Is now uwiargy'

preferred action1 for the 585s. ifowever, there has been no* formal

corrompofldence With 2cology on this Issue. Ecology has long been a p~on

of want& retrival at the 55Ts, and we continlue to:vncoucageS this approach.

If Snergy is Cotmmitted to 53T waste retrieval, It shouald be alearly and

formally comniae to Scology by Energy Headq~uarters. Nego'ttions

proposed by the subject issue draft paper Is the ideal timte to olawify this

positionl.

Interiml stabLiiati~on of the NOTS na been the primasry method of preveningh

and/or WitIgat~ng tank leaks. 3cology is full~y aware of trie vecimsu problems

experienlced at the SST9 gor the past year. somei of- the d$. LultIus Outlined

In thle Issue paper are substantial,* and It ia apparent that the BepteboC,

1gQ2, mil~es t one (X-05-0 4 ) will nor. be met. Whatever! the reasons for not

achieving the InteriA stabilizatIofl milestonots, It Is not appropriate to

abandon stabilizaton& Several tanks, some on the watch.l~nt. are pvd

leakers. Stabiltaln of those tanks Is currenly -.he only neor-teftS look

mitigation measure. in addition, somue of the tank. farmns have had significoant

failure rates (as ind~icated :-y tto current number al, assumed leke) and the
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