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STATE OF W ASHINGTO N 

DEPARTMENT OF ECOLOGY 
Mail Stop PV-11 • 0/)'mpia, Washington 98504-8711 • (206) 459-6000 

February 22, 1991 

Mr. R. D. Izatt, Director 
Environmental Restoration Division 
Richland Operations Office 
U.S. Department of Energy 
P.O. Box 550 
Richland, Washington 99352 

Mr. R. E. Lerch, Manager 
Environmental Division 
Westinghouse Hanford Company 
P.O. Box 550 
Richland, Washington 99352 

Re: Disposal of Submarine Reactor Compartment Packages 

Dear Messrs. Izatt and Lerch: 
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9100786 

We have received your Jan~ary 10, 1991 letter requesting concurrence with your 
interpretation of our regulations regarding the disposal of liquids in a 
dangerous waste landfill. Based upon the information you provided, Ecology 
cannot accept your interpretation of WAC 173-303-140 (4)(b). However, 
exemptions to the land disposal restrictions can be requested through the 
process identified in WAC 173-303-140(6) and WAC 173-303-910(6). Although 
Ecology agrees that the 230 gallons of liquid remaining in the SRC's is an 
acceptable amount, a request must be submitted and processed per these 
regulations. Shipments of the additional SRC packages and placement of these 
units in Trench 94 can continue provided they all meet the 230 gallon limit. 

In addition, the liquids remaining in the SRC's will be evaluated as one 
factor in our assessment of the liner exemption request. We recommend that 
USDOE submi t the just i fication for leav ing res i dual l i qu i d i n the SRC packages 
as part of the landfill liner and leachate collect i on system exempt i on 
request. Final approval of this exemption cannot be given until complet i on of 
a public comment period. 
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Any inquiries regarding this letter should be directed to Ecology's Low-Level 
Burial Grounds Unit Manager, Mr. Joe Witczak at (206) 438-7557. 
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cc: Capt. Clark - PSNS 
Dave Nylander - Ecology 
Dan Duncan - EPA, Region X 
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9-cer~~ 
/,,'..( L. Nord 

H~!~ Project Manager 
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