
Mr. Douglas R. Sherwood 
Hanford Project Manager 

. Department of Energy 
Richland Operations Office 

P.O. Box550 
Richland, Washington 99352 

NOV 2 4 1999 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
712 Swift Blvd, Suite 5 
Richland, Washington 99352 

. Mr. Michael A. Wilson, Program Manager 
Nuclear Waste Program 
State of Washington · 
Department of Ecology 
P. 0. Box 47600 
Olympia, Washington 98504-7600 

Dear Messrs. Sherwood and Wilson: 
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ALLEGED VIOLATIONS op· COMPREHENSNE ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSE, 
COMPENSATION AND LIABILITY ACT OF 1980 (CERCLA) REQUIRMENTS AT 221-U 
FACil.,ITY 

This letter is notification to the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the State of 
Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) that the U.S. Department of Energy, Richland 
Operations Office (RL) is requesting dispute resolution under various provisions of the Hanford 
Federal Facility Agreement and Consent Order concerning the Notice of Violation (NOV) issued 

. to RL on November-I 7, 1999, with respect to waste management practices at the 221-U Facility. 

This notification is being filed due to certain ambiguities in the NOV letter and our concern that 
RL should not inadvertently waive its opportunity to present any defenses it may have regarding 
assessed penalties. For example, the NOV letter appears to constitute a final determination by 
EPA and Ecology that a violation has occurred, but it is unclear whether the penalties referred to 
are being assessed by the NOV letter itself, or are still under consideration, and if so, whether the 
amount of the penalties _has been determined. 
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Messrs. Sherwood and Wilson -2-

We appreciated the opportunity to meet and discuss the subject notice at the management level 
today. As stated in the meeting, RL and ·Bechtel Hanford, Inc. are promptly moving forward . 

. Please be assured that we are actively working to fulfill your requirement for a corrective action 
plan. Please contact me or P. M. Pak, Environmental Restoration Division, at (509) 376-4798, if 
you have any questions concerning this notification. 

ERD:PMP 

cc: J. R Wilkins, CTUIR · 
J. S. Hertzel, FDH 
TP A Administrative Record, FDH. 
R. F. Stanley, Ecology 
R. Wilson, Ecology 
M. Harmon, EM-442 
M. B. Reeves, HAB 
0 . Sobona, NPT 
M~ L. Blazek, OOE 
R. Jim, YN 

· George H. Sanders, Program Manager 
Office of Regulatory Li3;ison 


