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ISSUE 

In Au .. Qust , 19's9, lOCi Area Environmental .Protectio11 r12:c12.ived info.t·m~:rt.ion f1·~, n1 
J.i.m _.E'.:.,te ;::., a _PNL empk,ye,2,Jamiliai· with the 189-·D, t.11a L ;_=ts a rezult of p.:.1 ::.~t 
opcratic,nal pr;:1ctico2,s (at lezi~,t 10 ye.:u·,3 ag-o or l onger) th,.:re L _; a p _·,t<:,rii..i~,l 
for the: pres,-::nce of M<:::1~a11 ic tk,n:.:ur.y: on the · f l o,:..,:r of tl1e pres2ur,::. tunne l at 
189- D. 1Ji1 /\ugrn, t 18, rnu9, Tim Johnson and Rc•J Griffin p,~rforme.d m; 
:L11.:::.p_.,,cition o.f tho::: north _ end of thi.:., tLum,::=, l and c onlirifr.::CI 1:-lk': pr,,:,s0n-2,: ,--.. f 
cm;;:1J.l b ,;adg of m::.,rc ury on the ttulliel floor. In addi tiori , th.=, ~:;.a.11;;_::, ;_x,1.cU. t:ic,n 
\--1~1;:; i(,ur;d 2, t. th::., ,.::ntrance t..:-, tbe dicclwrge pi1=•.:: in to 1c1t1.i.ch the tu.nik0 .L 
1;:,mpt.i;:~.,, . Fac:i.l .i.ty d:r.-.:'11'1.i.iig-s were. difficult to obt.ai1J, .::u1d th1::, dt"i:'11.J .ilif;::: th~r i_. 
,.:,_ere:: fcund j.11dicat,c-:d t.hat the disclmrge r,i1;:is:-: ult.Liri-:.--il.c ly ,':,mpti1:,s in t ,:, t".b,,; 

. J (l(l - 1) R1..:·lrn:ld1 Pond. 'Ilierefon:., WC ::1:.=:::.u1iJ<c:: -tJi~:1t HJi.::r<.:ury \-E,C d.i:3-::Ji-:trg,.-::.d 1 l i t_-,,_;, 

U1 h ·. r,:,nd . 

On 1\ugu:.:: t 2[,, 11189, w;_,, forwarck,d a me11K,r~'indum to ~~:u,2. F'rico, H::m~"tg-..:·r ,::.f UCU!, 
l\ .::r;ni t.;.;. ~::.1:,ct..i.011, :infc,rm.ing her of the.:, p.:, t-c:nt.L-;.l for th..- discku{~/:: c,.l' n .... ~1·,:_:L!1·y 
in l.-.·, thL, p :,11d. Th.i. s n,.:, t.lfication 1-v'~i~; mad,::=: 1:x::,c ::,u:::.,.:: of ou1.· c,~,nc,:srn t .L~, t. 
1·,-;:v .i.::-,.i,) n t.,_:, t:Le current. f,CRA P<n·t ,\ f',~,rmi t would b..:: 11(:,.-:., .. .::.~'oary. 

On <)ctob,,r 1C, 19B9, :::.he responded 21nd r"-,qu,::::stc,d an c,s t.im:it•c:: of th:., t,:, t.:i.L 
q_u~ul t.ity i.:,f n.ier,_:Luy released to the pond. I::i-.::caus;.::, of tLl0 re<JL-'.•.::f;t, 100/ l 10() 
EHv.i.1\)linK,nta l E1lg:i.ne:er.ul['.' Has cc,nt-<:iCt . .:::,d , and w,::: ctn:: wc,dd.11,1,:; t og 1::c t.h E:,r t,.::, 
d,e:: t 1:.., n il11":.:: ~1 ,1, tcu1 ti ty ;-.::::..,timate .for th:: f',_~rnJl tt.ing :;c.-:cl.ion. fl n;,2:<":ti.n •. '-:'. :i_; ,. 

:;;, __ :lk dul.::,d J o r H.)Vc::llll'r.::r 20 , 193~1 . 
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t e,n H.i.nlde Org: f'NL I-'11one U: ~17::,-~ M~;JN: K~,-20 /'15J"-fl 
7I:1lc:, l•'it.:::: si.IniiK)no Org: PNL Pborn:: It-: ~l75- 21U3 M~'-IN : l"...C,-11 

Loi.s Kn<:\PL) Org: WHC IHM/IS Phone H: ~-rn:--5411(1 "M!:,J N: UJ- 011 
l ~,t \t;,;:g,:::11er Org: h1IC .Dl~D/Opr fhone li : ~rt~!--lCOB M::.~lN: X]- £1:\ 
J .Lm Ma t:lii.:,1-1s Or..;:;: vlHC D1:;.:D/Op1• Fhone ti: ~'/3-,1::,~8 M:~~rn: X'.) - ti8 

INY.E...STIGATIO!'UNE.QRMATION 

DocLUnent Info . 
Lrnxllo1·d 
L:;,ndlc. ni 

C\u-rent infonn,:1.tion leads us to t.elieve, that during the operation of U1.i..c~ 
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.. -u;;_::il.ity\ merci.lri i-ias i;eie.asea t,.) th.::: fli5<)r "l:,y ~:1:1\r- of broko.?.ri. ' fo ;:;tnun,,::I) t ..-:1 t ion ~~.- ' · ... ,. . 
~-:.-quipm,.::nt (e.g . mercu:r.y ~:;witchet,, ITl.:il10ff~.:::t.c:rs, etc .). Thi .::: nF.?.l'•-~ury- w~,:;,. 

•,, w;.;shed 01· swept .i.nt.c, fl;:,01· drains ~h.i.ch le~'H.i t,.:i th;; prei5SUJ.\:, , tunr_1ul. L~·d,:_-::c 
the:: main floor of the: lc\9-Ii . B.:i;c,ed on .i.nformat.i.,:,n w,.::: rc,.:::e.i.v,::.,d 1'1·0:n ~JiJ1; ' 

-,< Batet::, · thc·se releases c;ccurr(;:.d prio.r to 19'/ Ll, ;_:,.nd at tlifa time< the. :c-..xz,,.:::t 
, · quanti tj_t::.s .1re unk.111.:,wn. · We:-:: .;1re currc-Jl t.ly try ii'tf{ t.,:, ·10-::a t.1::: histoL·ic.::11 ---
. :, in.fo.nn;_=it.i,)li (e. c; '. \ :;i:~:rat.Loii. s _··1ogs, m.:;.i1Yb:::n,:U1Ci2: "" ldi:ls_.; ' I,:: t t ; :·) _which -i ',J(i\_d, t,:1-·~:'.a·· ;J ·:c::: . 
·•··1.k.-.::\.mlt:.''l1t . illfr_)rnk·lt.loii\ il:•.)~lt 'i.i1strunx:.nt bn::;_urng,:·:' c,1· r~].X\:tr:.' -~---_ ,: }'::,,•··_,., ·- ,- :·-
. . . •·: . . . ' . . . . . . . . . . . •~,.- '. . .. . . 

_:.-· -I: ... -~--,- . _ .. . . ... :· ·. ,. ·:;- :.::. ~-· : .· .:.;' .-:· : .. ... -.,,. :· ~:.\ ·~::~+:;: _ .. -_~ 
_. Un. t--k,v-0mb1.:.;r 10, 1S~i9, I cont.acted Ken Jhnkle ot F'NL to discuss :.-wy · . . 

·. / h.ist.oricR1 illformat:i.on he m.::-iy l--.:2. .:ible t.,:, pt·i:,vide · c;S ~ I T•~su:u~ of ti1c:: -li1$ 
;_. Y1:::;1rl of t-lorking iii' -the rn~1.-:D. Kr:-:.ll ·1.;c,rlrnd -1..n ' th is'; fac :i.1 j_"t,y f:i.:,:,m :l'.:l5ff l \ ) 

::~· .. ~·:..: :•, .. ·. 

. .., ~· 



-«-•-

-· · _·._:., ·-·· "9513:347 ~ 1527·-·-· 

Page · 2 'I - ! , • __ -..:•":" •• .. :-:,; ,..., . ~--- ... 
. .. :--~~-. -.- ·- .• .. . 

-_ ' ... ~~ .•. 

_-__ :: -· . ;·' 

i933. He info.rni&.-f nle, tl;at the c.hm1ce:'s ·of finding any 01:,,er ~1tions 
information (e .g. · op,;:,ra t.:i.onal logs, instnu1.lcnt li:,g;s, etc. ) nr c: p::.-,or . D .. 1ril)f~ 
the ye~in~ the . facility . was OPE:rati1igr . ::ouch . things as in:::.tnune.nt 
break~;g-e/re.pair- and tJ1e l oss · of me rci:uy due to this bre.zJ-:c;gi:; W.ct:::: not 
con:.::. id,2.red · import.cult ern .. )Ugh to docLuric:nt in operational ct,::.-,cumc.nt::o. I 
discuSL"-fai the s Lunp area that Tim and I £oLmd in the t Lume l i-li th K,.:.11. 
AL:cordi11g to h i m, this · are.:-i is ...:.~alled tJ10 "Cyclone f:,ep,:1rutor," @1.d h1:., 
belie ves thRt it was added to the trnmel in 19E;.J/l;~, . · B.1sed on 1-Jhot I ;.0 • .::,1-i 
during my inspection of the tLmnel, I believe, tJ1at. it \✓culd ·tx: diff'L(:ul t 
for nx-": r cury to get pas t this separator. 'I11erefore , tJ1e chcmces of BJcrcury 
moviri.g a l ung tbe tunnel floor · from tJ1e south end of th•.:. t.w:u1E:l to th~"' 1K1rth 
end after tJ1e construction · of this addition are ve r y low. K•.::n ~,l:2-0 
supp,)rt.i2:d the il1format.ion provided by Jim Bat.es. £-1'.:, U, ' i:ii ;,-11,d J?.:c,n believed 
th,,:, t.Lmne l water flows we re with .in t ht2- rru1--=:e of 1500-3(100 gpm. Thi:,, . .f L,•;.1 

depended on whethi.::,r or not ooth U1'=' south and north e:nds of the facility 
were in operati on. In addition, they bc,th stated that the probability of 
mercury getting ir1to t he t.Lmnel afte r 1974 !,,/ere extrcnje.ly low a:3 a n :,.:;.u :LC c,f 
the in,3t.~1lla tion of traps on all .'i.nst.n:un,;;nt~.,,. cuntail1ing nY:.r c u1y. N,c:,i t.iK:r 
~Jim nor };en could re11Jianbs r any mercury spills aft.er 19? ,1, (Note, : The H lO--D 
R:1ck1-1ash pond ,-1;:1.3; built il1 the 19T/ /73 ti.Jue frame. ) If t-K, ne,.:::el approv.::11 to 
obtain the :2.e.rvices of Ken Hil:ude at the 189-D, 1-1e nec,d Lo ,~ont~1ct ,:,.ithi.:,c M. 
K. Dr o:..::t (Phone # :m_:,-2017 ) or L. D. K::uml,r;::rg (f'lione U 37:i- ~t919). 
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