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By CARRIE SCHAFER 
Herald stn ff wri1er 

August 1994, a 5.5 percent drop from 
the 75,000workers in the same period 
last year. 

TRI-CITY AREA JOBS 
Nonf."mn employment continued to 

drop l:ist. month. inflating the Tri-City 
jobless rate to ilc; highest level for 
August since 1989. · 

Farm employment dropped b~, 900 
from .July to August for a total of 
10,500 workers. A year ago, 11,900 peo
ple had jobs on the farm. the depart
ment said. 
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Ovcrn 11. the Tri-City unemployment 
rat.c in August was 7.4 percent, com
pared with 5 percent a year ago. In 
rnmi. th e rate for the month was 8.5 
pe rcent. 

The mark~d dip in employment 
contrasts sharply with the Tri -City job 
sector a year ago. 
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Statewide, the 11ncmploymcnt rate 

in /\11g11ststoocl unchanged since.July 
at5.7 perccnl, compared with 5.4 per
cent :1 year ago, the· state Employ
men t. Security Dcpmiment said Tues
day. 

In 1994, the Tri-Cities was in an 
enviable position, said Dc:in Schau, 
regional economist for the depart
ment. An economic boom brought 
about by n work force at Hanford that 
tolaled 18,131 pushed the Tri-Cities 
jobless rate far below the state aver
age. 

SOURCE: Employment Security Department Herald/: 

In the Tri -Cities, there were 4JOO 
fewe r workers last month than in "A year ago , we were leaciing the 

state in employment and economic 
growth," Schau said . '"t'odny, we're 
seeing a downwnrd trend." 

It's no secret layoffs at I-Ianforci 
have brought about most of that 
decline . 

eliminated overt he past year. my ;,ppear to be holding their mm. 
About oo percent of the nonf:irm :md in some c;iscs have ;icldcd joli 

· 1 I I ,e occiii·,·cd 1·n Bciito,1 tot;il s since ii yc;ir ;,go: · Schn11 s;iicl . JO ) OSSCS Iii\ . 

County, Schnu s;iid. Qt.her unemployment. r;it.es rcporl-
13cnton County's unemployment eel for the stntc arc: Scattlc-Bcllcv11e

ratc jumped to 7.1 percent in August, 1-:vcrctt mclro area. 4.9 percent : 
compared with4.6pcrcentayear;igo. 13cllingh;im, G.:l: Brcmcr1on. fl .H: 
Franklin County reported ;i jobless Olympia, fl .7; Spok;inc, 4.8; T;1rnm:i . 
rate of 7.4 percent. up from 6.3 per- !5.fi: ;ind Y:ikinrn . 10.5. 
centlast August. Also. Adnms. 7.1 pcrc-cnt : Asol.i 11. 

Fewer home st.arts !:isl 111011!.h 4.fi: 1.hela11-Dou).!las. !1.7: Cl;il l:1111 . 7.4 : 
brought ahont ;i loss of 500 jobs in Clark.4.2:Col11111bin . li.7;Cowlil.z.Ci.5: 
contract construction compared with Ferry, 8.6: (;;irlicld . 2.fi: Grnnt. 7.;i: 
Augustl994. llowevcr. the wholesale Grnvs Ilnrhor. !)_7; .Jefferson. fi: Kitti 
anrl retail trncic sector hired an addi- t:is. ·7: Kl il"kit ;ii. !I.II: Lewis. 7.4: Lin 
tion;il ~OO workcrs :111d lOOjobswcrc coin . 4.4: Mason. 7: Okano).!a11. !U: 
ndclcd in the transport.it.ion and pub- P:iri lie. !l.1: l'c11d < >rei I le. 11 .1: San 
I ic utility category. .J 11:111 . 3.fi : Sk:im;111i:1 . 7.7: Sk:11.:it. 7.1: 

"Excluding housini: construction. Stevens. 7.:t Wnhkiak11111. 55: Wall;1 
sccomlary sectors of the loc;il econo- · Wal In . 4.5: ;incl Whil.mnn. 2.2. 

1-lilnford 's work force has rlrop ; 
from 18,131 in August 1994 to 14. 
last month, a 20.2 percent dcrre ; 
Hence. the largest loss in non fo 
employment occurred in the sr.rvi 
category, where 3.600 jobs have bt 


