Department of Energy

Richland Operations Office
P.O. Box 550
Richland, Washington 99352

02-RCA-0328 MAY 06 2002

Mr. John B. Price : I:’,n
Nuclear Waste Program '
State of Washington

Department of ™ ology

P.O. Box 47600

Ol )ia, Washington ' 04

Dear Mr. Price:
INTEGRATED CLOSURE OF THE 1706-KE WASTE TREATMENT SYSTEM

On July 8, 1999, the U.S. Department of Energy, Richland Operations Office (RL) forwarded a
letter to the State of Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) requesting approval to

integ ¢ the closure of the 1706-KE Waste Trcatment System with a Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liabilities Act (CERCLA) action. This treatment
system is presently categorized as a hazardous waste, treatment and storage unit under the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA). The July 8, 1999, letter outlined how the
RCRA/CERCLA integration would be done. However, the following provides an updated

re est, including specific actions necessary to close this system under CERCLA and RCRA, as
discussed with U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and Ecology staffon ¢ just 21,
2001, and December 13, 2001.

RL is proposing that the closurc of the 1706-KE Waste Treatment System be performed in
conjunction with the CERCLA cleanup under the 100 Area Remaining Sites Record of Decision
(ROD). This strategy will allow for an effective use of resources by placing all of the cleanup
activities associated with this facility into one single action. In addition, there is no risk in the
proposed closure schedule, given that the present condition of the systems presents no threat to
human health or the environment. A Hanford Federal Facility Agreement and Consent Order
(Tri-Party Agreement) milestone to complete the 100-K Area remediation is included in the
recently negotiated River Corridor milestones dated April . 2002.

This type of coordinated effort is consistent with EPA policy, as stated in the September 24,
1996, EPA memorandum, “Coordination between RCRA Corrective Action and Closure and
CERCLA Site Activities.” The memorandum was issued to improve RCRA/CERCLA
integration and coordination, and states that, “Generally, cleanups under RCRA corrective action
or CERCLA will substantively satisfy the requirements of both programs.” The memorandum
goes on 1o identify implementing a RCRA closure under a particular CERCLA ROD as a
possible approach to integration. It is stated that the RCRA permit/order could cite the ongoing
CERCLA cleanup, and incorporate the CERCLA requirements by reference. While the RCRA
public participation requirements would still need to be addressed, it is expected that the public
review for a permit modification would be sufficient.
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We request your approval with the approach described above. We appre * 2 your assistance and

consideration on this issue. If you have any qi  tions, please contact Ellen Mattlin, of my staff,
on (509) 376-2385.

Joel Hebdon, Director
RCA:EMM ’ Regulatory Compliance and Analysis Division

cc: Davis, Ecology
T. Day, H&N
E. Gadbois, EPA
M. Menard, FHI
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