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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPAESE.'n.A.TIVES 

WASHINGTON, OC 20515 
February 13, 1989 

Admiral James Watkins 
Secretary of Energy-Designate 
Department of Energy 
1000 Independence Ave., SW 
Washington, D.C. 20585 

near secretary-Designate Watkins: 

The Department of Energy is planning to ship a nuclear reactor from 
Shipping~ort, Pennsylvania to Hanford, Washington in the near f u t~re 
for burial, I understand DO£ is currently negotiating with the 
Washington State Department of Ecology regarding the burial of this 
plant and resolution of the issues are not complete, I rec~est th~t 

ou preve nt the shioment fro m leavin Shio:::-.:.ncoo rt unt11 all iss ues 
ave een reso ve wt was inaton Stace. 

It seems totally illogical and unreasonable to me for the shipment 
to embark on the trip without acceptance of the reactor by the state 
of Washington. 

Please keep me informed on the progess of your negotiations with the 
state of washington and the shipment of the reactor. 

sincerely, 

LES AUCOIN 
Member of congress 

LA:ks 
cc: The Honorable Neil Goldschmidt, Governor of oreson 

Mr, Jack Baublitz, Acting Director, DOE Remedial Action & 
Waste Technology 

Mr. nave yaden, Oregon Department of Energy 
Senator Joan Dukes 
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:,~olumbia Trip Inspection 
Due Radioactive Vessel 

St.I te Sen • .Joao Dukes. D-Sven:sen. 
s.iid lhas 'IIIIN!lt U1at before a radio
active dccomnussiooed naval vessel 
mzkes its way up U1e Columbia 
River to lie slored at llnnford, lhe 
U.S. Dcparbnenl of Transporlati011 
has agreed to inspect it. 

getting the Department of Trans
JlOrtnlion lo agree to do an 
inspection. . 

'Ibe 1,000 Inn ship will be 
transported by a barge U~l usually 
hauls valu_.bJe cargo. It will travel 
from Pennsylvania dow11 IIM? Ohio 
a11d Mississippi llivers, throogh U1e 
Gulf of Meiico. lhe Panama C..aoal, 
and up lbe west coast of lbeUnilcd 
Stoles to Oregon.. 

Dukes learned lhal lhe U.S.S. Pau] 
.Bunyoo will be stored al Hanford 
under a federal go,rernmeol pro. 
gram · to safely slorc slightly 
-coolaminaled u.hl vessels, but that 
unly lhe U.S. Department of F.nergy . "'This vessd 13 ~tami';lnted w_ilh 
would inspect it before transport. very low-'4'.-rel rad1°"ctlv1ly, . which_ 

"C"..unsidcring tlteir gross ocgll- . has a t1alf lafe of Jess than JOI) yCJ1rs. 
•geoce at llanford I don't have a lot I'm toM lbut if we want lo rid 
oI coofidmce lo the u .SJ)epartmcnl. llonford ~f eJ1t.-emely toxic waste 
ol Enerr,.y'a,; commihriciit to pubUc .i~d- send 11 els_ewhere, we m_u:sl be 
~fcly. IL'~ U•cfr trnospo,t program, w1llmg IOIICl'DUI ~hWll~e of t_lu_s very 
aud lheir slor.ige site. I just waith .. 'd lr>W level malenal. I m wilting to 
!i010eo1.e oulside the process tu tell acr.e_pt that, as long _as we carefully 
I.JS the vesscl W1Klldn't ·COmJ>romisc m1H11(ur lra11sportt1ti011 lt11rough our 
o1.- l~llh or conlamiualc o11r sl.ik," 1>.Jkcs said. 
rivr..-." I>.il:cs ~aid. The Paul Uunyon is nol expcelcd 

nukes ctllllacfed "Congressman lo make its final trip WJtil 1101netllne 
Lc.s AuCoi.n's office for help iu . in Ma.rcb or .ApTil. 
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Bad Weather Causes Rescl1eduling ... 

Benefit Chili Feedfor 
Nielsen Set This ·Friday· 
· A benelit ~Ii feed for robbtty shooting victim, Eric Nielsen, originally 
Id for last Fru~y, has been_ rcsd1eduleJforUus fl'~y, Feb .. lotli, from 4 to 
7 p .m. al the U1Ulet.l >.te(lwtl1st (l1urd1 iu Cllltskauie. 

l...ost w~•s bad ..,,.,,ather L-01ascd lbc rcscLeduJing of Ute benefit. All 
~ wlll go towards Nielse11's CJ.pt."O!ics ool aivcretJ by medical 
u:wuronce.. · 
· 111e ~ year old man ....-as parulyuxl from the du!St down after befog i.bol 

lnananncd ro~~ .ii lhc Clal&knnie AHC01,ervjcestutionJan. 2ntl. 
. Cost of the duh foed is $3.50 for adults anti $2 Coe chiJdren I? nod iuHkr. 
Th.e ~eaiu will include cluli, col~law, garlic IJrcad, llll(lle crisp wffcc lea 

1100 aullk. . ' ' 

Trojan Sets Production Record 
The Troja~ Nuclear Plant set a ooe-mon.Ui production record by producing 

1164,T.!O,OOO kdowatt-houn; ol elC(.1ricity i.n Jau11a.-y, s1Mikcsmen fllf' l'octland 
Gcocral Electric anoounccd last week. 
, PG~•~ lwo-tl1in.ls :;hnrc ol lhe 1>l.111l 's pm1l11ct ioo flC'Ovidcd J7 percelll o( 1 be 
clcctnc1ty used by lhc ulility's 5!iz.omc1ir;lo·111cn,. · 

Th,~ I. l milliun kilowatt pl1ml ll-1S 1.11icralcd at or near full power for the l;u;I 
L":'! months, 1~uci11g more limn L.71.MUioo kilowall-lLOUn! ol t.-lec:tricity. · 

• J ,1e plaot C(l.llhnucs toope1-atc .ii full puwer. the spokes.met, a.aiLI . . 

More Trident 
lln~n the nc.w r~ula(ious , 

fast1eruu:n ca•• kill marine ,111i111al.s 
tKlly i11 life-llm!<!tenini: situaliuos or 
i.uad'1'c11et11ly wbcn U1cy oc-co«ntt 
ilt:cide.n(ally CJ1la11gled. 

Jntcn~lL-tl reader.., who emmol 
Ottem.I U1e meclings io Astoria, <:au 
r~istcr llieir comnu:uls hy wrili111.: .1 

to one oC the following : 
llalcigh Scbitlio, Ml-'FS-NWH, 

7600 Sand Point Way, N.K, Seallfo, 
Wash. !13115 or William Matusn~ki, 'I 
aecutivc lli~or, Nt•W.S, lU;. ',: 
lk!p.artmcnt o{ Commerce, NOAA
NM 1-"S, 1035 Eilsl-Wt-st llir,hway, 
!:iilvc,- Spriog,.c;, ).(ary.l.lrul, 20910. 

ll scorns ridiculous to u:; tha t any 
federal lumls :;J1ouh.l be spc.nl 111 sL·rnl 
1>USL-ryc1-s out with l..owcr CulumlHu 
l!illt)(..-11( .. -n; to dctermlnr. lhe e-xl ct1l of 
lhe prohlcm . VcJcrao rishcn11c11 c .. 111 

tell them well enough from 
Cl'periCltccon tl1erivcr. 

]be .seal probJcm oo the Columbia 
lliver is 54Yious. Serious , nut from 
lbe ;; taudpoint of c111la111:c ri111: Uu~ 
spceics, IH1{ from Ille slar..dpoinl uf 
U.c toss of food lish and spawning 
stock to Ille -0vcr plentiful 11re1!.tlor.; . 

n)C lil.iughtcr of salmon l,y SC.iJb 


