State of Washington
DEPARTMENT QF FISH AND WILDLIFE

1701 S. 24th Ave., Yakima, WA 98902-5720 Tel. (509) 575-2740

December 21, 1999

Mr. Doug Sherwood @EHW
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

712 Swift Blvd., Suite 5 JAN 12 2000

Richland, WA 99352
EDMC

Dear Mr. Sherwood:

Subject: Request for Establishment of a Biological Technical Assistant Group at the |
Hanford Site

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) requests the establishment of
a Biological Technical Assistance Group (BTAG) at the Hanford Site. We believe that a
BTAG would provide valuable advice to remedial project managers; ensuring that
ecological assessments properly consider biota exposed to hazardous substances and that
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA)
environmental protection mandates are met.

The main role of a Hanford BTAG would be to assist remedial project managers with the

collection and evaluation of information needed to assess ecological effects. BTAG

woulid do the following:

» Assist in streamlining the remedial process by ensuring ecological investigations are
relevant to remedial objectives during an initial site review

e Assist with scoping the ecological assessment and recommend modifications to
original work scope that can save time and money

e Recommend types of biological data needed to adequately characterize ecological
risks

e Provide advice on sampling and analysis plans, ecological risk assessments, and
ecological implications of remedial decisions

We strongly suggest that U.S. Environmental Protection Agency seek biological
contaminant expertise from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Geological Service
National Biological Division, National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration and the
National Marine Fisheries Service, as these agencies’ contaminant experts would be
appropriate participants on a BTAG.







