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Dear Messrs.:
PRIVATIZATION OF HANFORD LAUNDRY FACILITY OPERATIONS

The purpose of this letter is to inform the State of Washington Department of
Ecology (Ecology) and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) that the
U.S. Department of Energy Richland Field Office (RL) is in the final stages of
evaluating the feasibility of contracting with private industry to clean
Hanford’s radioactively contaminated laundry.

Preliminary indications are very favorable for privatizing this activity. RL
could potentially realize cost savings of several million dollars by
privatizing this activity. It may be possible for RL to procure laundry
services up to two years earlier than the schedule for the Decontamination
Laundry Facility. This could potentially result in earlier closure of the
existing laundry discharge and could eliminate one of the high priority

_-effluent streams.currently being discharge to the soil.column at .the Hanford . . -
“USite. o - S

As a result of the preliminary investigation, RL is aware of several
responsible fi s currently operating in the state who are experienced and
appear to be capable of handling the projected laundry volume. Business
expansion into the Tri-Cities area is possible. The successful contractor
would operate off the Hanford Site, obtain its own business and environmental
permits, and serve other commercial clients. RL’s action would be simply to
procure laundry services from private industry.
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