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From: 
Sent: 

HUGHS Susan C [Susan .C.Hughs@state.or.us] 
Friday, February 08, 2002 3:50 PM 

To: cpalmer@yakama.com; danl@nezperce.org ;·ddteel@bhi-erc.com; gadbois.larry@epa.gov; 
Helen_Hillman@hazmat.noaa.gov; Jamie_Zeisloft@rl .gov; jjakabos@or.blm.gov; 
John_P _Sands@rl.gov; lgol461@ECY.WA.GOV; preston_sleeger@ios.doi .gov; 
stuartharris@ctuir.com; tlelzie@bhi-erc.com; tom_obrien@fws.gov; tzeilman@yakama.com; 
VIGUELAV@dfw.wa.gov; HUGHS Susan C 

Subject: Re: NOAA Natural Resource Damage Assessment Project 

Trustees * FYI. 

Susan. 

>» PCotter@NAAG.ORG 01/31/02 07:27AM >» 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), in consultation 
with other Trustees and interested groups, is exploring a partnership effort 
between industry and government to restore injured natural resources and their 
services under existing natural resource damage assessment and restoration 
(NRDAR) laws. The project is known as the Cooperative Assessment Pilot 
Project (CAPP). NOAA's Damage Assessment and Restoration Program (DARP) 
intends to form a cooperative assessment workgroup. 

Representatives from industry, environmental groups, and Federal , State and 
Indian Tribal Trustees will evaluate and recommend ways to improve CAPP. 
Information about CAPP is available on the web at 
http://www. darp. noaa. gov /capp. htm 

NOAA is looking for pilot projects to be used in the project. For more 
information, look through the information on the website to get a sense of 
what people have been th inking of for the pilot projects. The sites 
selected will probably be medium-sized, not the major cases like Exxon 
Valdez or Montrose. Ideas that have surfaced for selection criteria include 
having a small number of PRPs, a well-defined and well-documented response 
action, damaged resources that are not likely to trigger controversy 
(religious issues, esa concerns) , solvent PRPs and limited human health 
concerns. It stands to reason that the PRP representatives and the trustee$ 
must be good at cooperative actions for these pilots to work, so that goes 
into the mix as well. If you know of an appopriate case for the CAPP, please 
contact Eli Reinharz at el i. reinharz@noaa.gov. 

DARP is also in the process of identifying people to be on the workgroup to 
represent the states' interests in this process. They will need to attend 
three or four meetings over the course of the next year, and work with others · 
in the group to improve the CAPP. My understanding is that they are looking 
for people with a broad-based knowledge of natural resource damage assessment 
processes, political sophistication and and technical expertise in the area. 
If you know an appropriate person to be on the workgroup, or you yourself 
would like to be involved , please send contact information and some background 
materals to Eli Reinharz at eli.reinharz@noaa.gov. 

Please call me if you have questions. 

Paula Cotter 
Senior Environment Counsel 
National Association of Attorneys General 
Suite 1100 
750 First Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20002 
202-326-6059 T 
202-408-6982 F 
pcotter@naag.org 
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