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Dear Brian A. Harkins: 

In our November21 meeting, United States Department of Energy (USDOE) indicated willingness to 
conduct workshops to support the Hanford Federal Facility Agreement and Consent Order 
(HFFACO) Milestone M-045-98 (due September 30, 2022), "Submit to Ecology as a Primary 
Document, a RFI/CMS work plan for ~ A/ AX, including an implementation schedule in 
accordance with HFF ACO Action Plan Section 11.6." The work plan will incorporate information 
obtained through the Data Quality Objective (DQO) process for WMA A/ AX soil investigation 
through actual field characterization and any necessary interpretation of existing data. 

The Department ofEcology (Ecology) appreciates the willingness ofUSDOE to conduct these DQO 
workshops and to invite stakeholders, representatives from Oregon, and the tribal governments. 

Following completion of the DQO and Sampling and Analysis Plan, Ecology would like to work 
with USDOE in developing a RFI/CMS Work Plan for WMA A/AX (Milestone M-045-98) to ensure 
an efficient review and approval of this document. 

USDOE has initiated field investigations to characterize WMA A/AX in Focus Area 1 (Reference 1). 
This fiscal year we anticipate that USDOE will complete WMA A/AX Focus Area 2 field work. 

Ecology has concerns to be considered with the development of the Conceptual Site Model (CSM) 
for the WMA A/AX RFI/CMS: 

• In 1958, groundwater contamination was found in A-farm_wells before the farm received any 
waste. 

• Groundwater well corrosion investigation of WMA A wells E24-19 and E25-46 found 
technetium 99 on the well casings immediately above the existing groundwater levels about 
275 feet below ground surface (Reference 2). 

• Contamination is detected in the WMA A/ AX well network, and only a portion of this 
contamination is believed to have originated from WMA Al AX. 
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Development of an accur~te CSM for the farm and a summary of the current understanding of history 
and current conditions at the farm is important as a starting point in the DQO and the RFI/CMS 
process. Given the scope of the RFI/CMS investigation, resolution of these concerns is important 
and will present challenges to create an accurate CSM. 

We acknowledge that field work in WMA A/ AX may be impacted by the tank retrieval schedule, and 
that these impacts may be of long duration. Because of the retrieval activities, the RFI/CMS work 
plan needs to consider these activities for developing the implementation schedule for this 
investigation. · 

If you have any questions, please contact me at jeff.lyon@ecy.wa.gov or at (509) 372-7914. 
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