
Pagel of2 

. Framework Agreement for 
Management Qf Polychlorlilated Blphenyls (PCBs) in Hanford Tank \Vaste 

At least some Hanford double-shell tanks (DSTs) contain Polychlorinated Biphenyl 

(PCB) remediation waste that the Department of Energy (DOE) and Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) Region 10 have agreed will be regulated under the Toxic 

Substances Control Act (TSCA). Therefore, mixed waste feed to the vitrification plant 

will also contain PCB remediation waste. The DOE and its contractors, EPA, and the 
Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) are working together to resolve the 
regulatory issues with managing PCB remediation waste at the vitrification plant, tank 

farms, and affected upstream/downstream facilities to further the timely treatment and 

disposal of tank waste. These issues, along with the agreed-upon regulatory pathway, 

reflect new regulatory requirements and management options pursuant to the PCB 

Disposal Amendments, 63 Federal Register (FR) 35384, June 29, 1998. 

DOE has directed CH2M lfilL Hanford Group, Inc. to develop a PCB baseline for the 

tank farm~ to quantify the PCBs currently in the tanks. In parallel, DOE, EPA, and 
Ecology are jointly outliaing a PCB remediation waste program for Hanford's lank waste 

with the following objectives: 

• Protect human health and the environment, 
• Resolve regulatory issues for the vitrification plant, tank farms, and other affected 

facilities, 
• Support Hanford tank and site cleanup mission, and 
• Integrate regulation of PCBs with other regulatory programs to avoid redundant, 

unnecessary, and separate activities, as well as potentially conflicting authorities. 

EPA, Ecology and DOE are entering into this agreemc·nt to further each agencies 

responsibilities to protect human health and the environment. To advance these 

objectives, DOE, EPA and Ecology agree: 

l. DOE, EPA, and Ecology will pursue a rational path based on a risk-based disposal 

approval option per Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations 761.61 (c) for 

management of TS CA PCB remediation waste. The path forward will reflect both a 

defensible basis in applicable regulations and the need for timely, cost-effective tank 

waste treatment and disposal. 
2. DOE will apply in writing to the EPA Region 10 A<).mi.nistrator for the risk-based 

disposal approval. 
3. The agencies will integrate environmental requirements and risk assessments 

required by the various regulations to the maxi.mum extent practicable. 
4. The federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act and Clean Air Act, as 

implemented through approved State programs, and Atomic Energy Act are expected 

to be the key regulatory drivers for tank waste retrieval, transfers, pretreatment, 

vitrification, disposal, and other activities impacted by the designation of tank waste 

as PCB remediation waste. Compliance with TSCA is expected to be implemented 

in accordance with the risk-based disposal approval option. 
5. The DST waste acceptance limits will be revised based on the ability of the 

vitrification plant and downstream facilities to process PCBs as detennined by the 

risk-based disposal approval. 
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6. Quantification ofPCBs i.n DSTs, singte shell tanks (SSTs), and in.coming waste 

transfcr11 is the key to cruuring taat the vitrificatian plant 'and otb,cr ancillary f~ilitics 

PCB waste acceptance limits and thereqc.ircments.o!thc uiticipated riu:-based 

disposal approval are met; . 

7. The initial 1i11gil:11:mng.design basis· for th,:: vitri:6cal:iOII plailt will a.,swnc up tQ so J 

parts per million of, PCBt. in the wuto feed ta thc·vitrificatio11 pl int. The treatment 

S'.tlllld.ards, DST ac,;eptancc criteria, or cicsign of the vitrification pl1111t will be :revis~d, 

ifrcq,uircd. based on a.risk-baud disposal· approval and othm" applicable r1:gulatory 
requiremmtir, . 

8. Dilution e>fPCBs may re&\llt from acceptmce,ofHI..W into DSTs 1111.d as a result of 

wa.stc feed blending rcquilcd to suppon si:tc.1:lc:mup. This is acceptllble as xni::ung 

incidental to treatment. The DST system is Hllllford's only :management facility for 

HL W and may be the p,rcf'ctrcd: or oniy manag_C'Il).ent pathway for some cleanup 

wastes. The risk bascd·disposalpathwa::,wi!I be used to i=nsure satisfaction ofTSCA 

criteria fo. high-level PCB rcmcdlation waste, : · 

9. These actions will accommodate the continued transfc;c ofwastc:i from the SSTs' to·the 

DSTs to continue ta redw:e enviroimtec.tal risk.' · · 

l O. DOE expects. the. imrn0bilizc:cl m. W'fr.om the vitrificsti0n plant 'to qualify for the: 

radioai;tive waste- exemption -i.ir 40 CFR 761.SO(b)(?)(il). 

'i o! August 2000. 

011s, Director. 
I. fEcology 
a hington. 

Chuck Finr:Uey, Acting Adminhtr or· 
U. S. Environmental. Pr'otecuon Ag=y 
Region 10 

B~~ 
U.S. D1::partment of Energy 

Offi~ ~-o!Rivcr P tecti.on 

A~ 
Keitlt A. Klein, Manager 
U.S. Department ofBnergy 
Rfohland Operations Office 
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