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HANFORD’S HAZARDOUS WASTE
P“PMIT MODIFICATION

Rackarnnnd

AF Jous Was.e « vinine o soowew 1N August 1994 for the Hanford Nuclear Facility by
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the Washington State Department of Ecology.
The permit was granted under provisions of the federal Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act (RCRA) and the Washington State Dangerous Waste Regulations. The permit outlined
general conditions for the operation and closure of dangerous and hazardous waste treatment,
storage and disposal units on the Hanford Site.

Approximately 60 treatment, storage, and disposal (TSD) units at Hanford operate under an
interim permit basis. As these units are incorporated into the Hanford Hazardous Waste
Permit, the general conditions will apply to them. The addition of these units into the permit
will transition them from interim status to final status. Individual unit closures will proceed
under specific requirements in unit closure plans and the Hanford Hazardous Waste Permit.
The initial facility permit included five TSD units as individual chapters to the facility permit.

The Modification Process

As stated in the Washington State Dangerous Waste Regulations, “When a permit is modified,
only the conditions subject to the modification are reopened.” This modification will create
five new Chapters (4, 5, 6, 7, and 8) in Part V of the Hanford Hazardous Waste Permit. The
modification will introduce the new conditions which pertain to the units to be closed in the
relevant chapters. The inclusion of Part V Chapters 4 through 8 is the result of additional
information not previously available on September 29, 1994. This modification has been
initiated by Ecology in accordance with the Washington State Dangerous Waste Regulations.
The U.S. Department of Energy-Richland Operations Office, Westinghouse Hanford
Company, Pacific Northwest Laboratories, and Bechtel Hanford Incorporated were notified
by Ecology that the five additional closure plans were determined to be complete and
satisfactory.

Why a Statement of Basis?

The Washington State Dangerous Waste Regulations require Ecology to prepare a Statement
of Basis when a Fact Sheet is not prepared for the proposed permit modification(s). Since an
extensive Fact Sheet was prepared for the issuance of the Hanford Hazardous Waste Permit
in September of 1994, and because the proposed modifications will not affect any of the
conditions of the permit as issued, a Statement of Basis was prepared and presented in lieu
of a Fact Sheet for this modificdtion. This document satisfies the purposes of both the Focus
Sheet and Statement of Basis. E
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1995 Modifications to the Hanford Facility Wide Permi _
The 1995 proposed modifications to the Hanford Hazardous Waste Permit include five units that will be clean closed:

Chrontnm A Tha Cieclesnd High Level Waste Slurry Unit. Located in the Hanford 3000 Area in Richland,

th a of 9622 square yards. The site was used to store approximately 200, 55-gallon
di el waste slurry. The slurry consisted of mixed waste, containing dangerous and
h: naturally occurring radioactivity. After treatment in a demonstration project, the
tr ind managed as a nonradioactive and non-dangerous waste at an appropriate solid
w

C v Pit Demolition Site. This unit is located in the 200 East Area of Hanford about
2: nd. The site is approximately 20 feet by 20 feet square. The unit was used as a site

tc iive chemical waste generated at Hanford. There was only one known demolition
event wnicn took piace in November 1984.

Chapter 6: 200 West Area Ash Pit Demolition Site. This unit is located in the 200 West Area of Hanford
about 30 miles northwest of Richland. The site is approximately 20 feet by 20 feet square. The unit was used as
a site to detonate discarded explosive chemical waste generated at Hanford. There were only two known
di Hlition activities that took place at this site, in  ovember 1984 and Jur  1986.

Chapter 7: 2101 M Pond. This unit is a U-shaped pond in the 200 East Area about 25 miles northwest of
Richland. The pond is about 250 feet long and 110 feet wide. It received approximately 18,700 gallons a day
of nonregulated and cooling wastes from the 2101 M Laboratory. The pond, which discharged wastewater to
the soil, has not received dangerous wastes since July 1985.

Chapter 8: 216-B-3 Expansion Ponds. These are a series of earthen, unlined interconnected ponds in the 200
East Area about 25 miles northwest of Richland. The ponds receive effluent from 200 East operating units and
were placed in service between 1983 and 1985. Presently, the 216-B-3C pond receives cooling water, steam
condensate and sanitary water from the 200 East Area Bypass pipe, which is to be regulated under a State of
Washington wastewater discharge permit. The 216-B-3A and 3B ponds do not currently receive any effluent.
Before 1987, the liquid effluent discharges had the potential to contain radioactive and dangerous waste.

How can you get involved?

A 45-day public comment period will start January 17, 1995, and conclude March 2, 1995. Copies of the Hanford
Hazardous Waste Permit Site-Wide Permit and the proposed 1995 madifications are available for review at these
Hanford Public Information Repositories: '










