


Mr. John D. Wagoner
February 10, 1998

Ecology certainly agrees that DOE mu ensure that safety issues associated with the
interim stabilization program are adequately assessed and managed through the
development and implementation of sound waste management and safety programs.
However, this need is no excuse for the inefficient interim stabilization program safety
issue identification and resolution we have observed to date. It has been these
inefficiencies, and continuing expectations by DOE that Ecology will minimize DOE
responsibilities through a seemingly endless extension of program schedules, which have
_ led to this dispute.

DOE must act to resolve the deep-rooted and far reaching safety issue management
deficiencies associated with its cleanup program, and must reestablish a continuing and
aggressive tank interim stabilization program. Given this denial of Change Request Form
# M-41-97-01, DOE stands in violation of Agreement milestone M-41-22. I have

~ consequently asked my staff to recommend appropriate enforcement. '
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Agreement interim stabilization program issues. However the cleari 1ntent of my final
determination is to establish that compliance with Agreement milestones that have been
established in the past is a basic expectation that must be met. I look forward to
continuing to work with you to ensure that cleanup of the Hanford site is not delayed, and
that results from the expenditure of the public’s cleanup dollar are maximized.

Tom Fitzsimmons
Director
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