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Rockwell Hanford Operations 
P.O. Box 800 

Richland, WA 99352 

R. E. Gerton, Director 
Environment, Safety and Health 

Division 
Departoent of Energy 
Richland Operations Office 
Richland, Washington 99352 

Dear Mr. Gerton: 

NOTICE OF VIOLATION NUMBER DE 85-677 
(Contract DE-AC06-77RL10130) 

Rockwell 
International 

0 

In reply, refer to letter 28907,Rl 

Reference: Letter October 16, 1985, R. E. Gerton to General Manager, 
Rockwell Hanford Operations, "Notice of Violation" (ES&H:PJK) 

As requested, Rockwell has evaluated the six PUREX chemical sewer releases 
cited in the Washington Department of Energy Notice of Violation No. 
DE 85-677. Our calculations have confirmed that the quantity of hazardous 
chemicals contained in each release would, after mixing with other B Pond 
water and after percolating through the soil between B Pond and the ground
water, be well within the acceptable federal drinking water standards 
pursuant to Public Law 93-523 (Safe Drinking Water Act). If any of the 
released chemicals reached groundwater at all, the concentrations would be 
well below the conservative levels shown in our calculations. The calcula
tions and assumptions are shown in the attachment. 

Rockwell has implemented new procedures designed to improve aqueous makeup 
unit (AMU) discharge controls and to prevent similar releases ·from 
occurring: 

o The PUREX operating procedures now require that a process operator 
continuously monitor the AMU tanks during material transfers. 

o A central control room AMU tank high-level alarm system is being 
installed. 

o A pH monitor is being installed at the PUREX chemical sewer point of 
discharge (the head-end of the 216-A-29 ditch). 

Rockwe ll has also initiated comprehensive engineering studies to identify 
additional met1ods of prec l uding dischar ges of hazardo~s c1emi cals t o t ~s 
environment . Preli~ina ry resu l ts from these s~ Jd ie s wi ll be availa ble =~ 
f is cal yea r e;,d . 
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Rockwell 
International 

If you require further infonnation, please contact me on 373-1184. 

Very truly yours, 

~~ 
W. F. Heine, Program Manager 
Environmental Control Programs 

- - \'/FH/ csw 

Att. 

cc: P. E. Rasmussen - DOE-RL 


