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FROM: 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

Environmental Health Progranu 
Division of Radiation Protection 

Na.rda Piere• 
OQpa�ent ot 

Erio Slagle 
Department ot 

February 2�, 1991 

Ecology 

p�(v
Health 

•o•.:raCT I COKKRNTS OH THB Ollft OANGZROtJS WAST• PXR)(l:'1' J'OR HAlO'OR.t> 

Attached are commQnts on the draft dangeroua wa&ta .permit !or 

Hanford that have been c01tpiled by dQpartment st.att. Your draft 

p•nait represents a good solid et!ort in regulating da.ngeroua 

va•tes at Hanford; however, it 1• critical that the radioa.ctive 

co•ponent, .... hile not regulated by your agency, ia at least 

assessed. Such assessment assures that the management o! hazardous 

wastea does not neglect tho public health aspects ot the 

radioactive portion ot those wastea. By including the Pepartltlent 

ot Health in a support role in the permit, both ot our legislative 

•andates can be met, and the public should tael �ore confidant in

th• atate'• ability to protect them. 

I! you have any question• ple.ase give ae a call. 
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· :� TELECOPY TRANSMITTAL I �� i, . �:�;�;:o:

1 

� '--; _ l '"'\, Pro/1,ctfo• 

FROM THE 

DATE: 

��ION OF RADIATION �������s�?o�eR+lL__

PLEASE DELIVER TO: /f/,4,<JlA �l/fl(CG I /rDr:£1( )14�(.Sy'
I 

FROM: E1r1c Sc�LG 
-

INSTRUCTIONS� f/A/(/J Co/( 1 s- 1/1 ;rl✓E �-1r_ � /Jt/r tilc

WAJVTf;'/J ·,·cJ /1�61' fult/? tl611Jll/tl£,

OUR TELECOPIER NUMBERS ARE: 

OLYMPIA: (206) 753-1498 

SEATTLE: (206) 464-7081 

. . .. : . 

RICHLAND: (509) 454-2030 

SPOKANE: {509) 456-2997 

. •. · .. • . . . : . �- .....
. 
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COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT PERMIT FOR THE 
TREATMENT, STORAGE AND DISPOSAL OF DANGEROUS 

WASTES AT HANFORD 

BY 

THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

We complement the Department of Ecology on itJ efforts to begin to regulate wastes at 
H.a.nford. The Department of Health aupporU these efforts. recognizing that permitting the 
treument, storage and disposal of dangerous wa.rtes at Hanford u a complex and unique 
undertaking. 

This permit is Lntended to regul.a.te haz.ardow wastes, including the hazardow portion or mixed 
JrUtei, Since the Atomic Fllergy Act of 1954 prohibitJ statea from regulating radioactive v.:as� 
from defense facilities (unless there lJ 1n agreement with the rederal government similar to the 
nte1s a.g.reement with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to do so), the �itting of these 
M.Stes must take into consideration the radioactive portion of the wastes, without actually 
re& ulating them. This is complicated even further l.n that, in most ca.sei, the radioactivity is 
much more •hazardous• than those wast.es falling unde. the regulatory designation of 
•h.a.zardous•.

'The public doe! not appear to differentiate between the two types of wastes. Vutually all 
comme.nts in public meetings and hearing-a held by the Departmeflt of Ecology or the Department 
of Energy �tcr around radioactivity, not lead, a.sb-t->tos, carbon tetrachloride, etc. 

Since the management of hazardous wastes at Hanford cannot exclude. the radioactive portioa
of wch wastes, we believe It iJ essential that the Department of Health, u the atatc'1 radiatioo
OO(lt:rol agency (RCW 70. 98), play a key role ia this management Health would n.ot be an equal
·�tter• with Ecology, but rather, a •advuor• in a support role to Ecology to ensure that,
when hazardous waste is managed, the radioactive pottion of aucll waste ii managed safely and
in a manner consistet'lt with the Rule! and Regulations for Radiation Protection rNAC 246), to 
exlSUl'C the protection of the pub lie health. 

__.,,,. . ·. .. . : :. ·.. . . . . ·.' '., . . . . . . . · .. ; ..... ·: .. . •. . . ·. . .. -·· . . . ' 

· 1'1i-m: LI no question of Ecology u the lead a:cncy 1n this eff00y with Health u a supportini
'S..f.er'r'-,"Y. However, both a&� arc �t:W for the adequate rep1at1on of mlx.cd wute. 



Switk Cornroenti 
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J). I
Pq:e 3. line 20 o.nd 21. The statemem that •permit condition, would pr�t any 
confUctln& ,uachmcnu· ia too broad, and could oonflict with other fcdc.nl or state 
mtutca. The attachmaill should be thoroughly examined and confficta wor� out 
individually to lVOld con1llctin& with other Jtatutu. 

� r3-l 
l. � fa�e 10. lln� S throu�h 11. Tho deflnitlon or •dangerous wastea• n� further

explanation. Although RCW 70.105 includca mlxod w�, WAC 173-303 Implicitly 
, exclude& the radioactive portion. It lhould be clarified that the permit iJ roe the 
hanu-dou1 portion of the mh.ed wastes, but that the radioactive portion of the waste must 
at least be a.ddre!Sed to cn,urc it', safe management. 

3. l �� 11. lines 26 throum 31. The deflnltion of a ·re1e.asc• confllctJ with later use3;
later releases include radioactivity; this definition does not. 

. p, 1 Pa2e 17, linea 37 throuth 47. The Department of Bcolon should, in the permit, 
recognlz.e the aocurity rcquiremenu of Hanford. 

. ;-hie 20, ·rmmcdiate R�n,:. This ICCtioo lbould rccoplzc the� of
..._ 

}J ,J Community Development's .statutory authority for all emer&tney p1annin& (RCW 38. 40), 
' pe.rm.it should not contradict the 1991 MOUbetwc:cn DCD, Health, Eook>u and USDOB

for notifications of such rcleuci. The pctmi½ u currently wrlttai, finorca that 
agreement. 

6. , 't. t P�e 20. lines 38 throueb 44. It should be ciarificd that quantities or radioactivity arc
� b not measured in •pounda • or • pmta•.

7. Pa2c 21, linca 7 throu&h 14. Tbe Department of Health'& Drinking Wattt Program
/ J ::}_ authority should be cited to diffe.rcntia.tc from F£otoay'a. DCD'1 statutory authority

I 

should abo be cited here. 

I. 'l Paee ZJ. lin= 4 throueh 9. The langua&c in the •Other Noacompllance• section is
p�II confu.mt& and &hould be clarified.

�� f'· ,\ '1 faee 23, Jfoca 24 tftrou&h 49. Health and DCD ahould be added to this notification tut
\ � f""

( f� applicable arcu, u noted previously in tbeac oommciit.t. 

. . . .. . 

. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . \ 
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10. \1; \ �c 26. line,, 38 throu� 45. Thu �on contn.dicu the wsting MOU bclw� DCD,
Health, Bcotoiy and USDOB for notification,. The J.J.ni\la.ie should be changed to

rccognl.u other a.gn:ementa and authoritiea. 

'.) j),----
'I I. (> � faie 27 and 28, !<lCtion· ll, B. Thi, ICciloo must =&nlzc DCD' 1 statutory .role u the

fJ/ 
central wte 1.uthorlty for �ency planning. 

�S 12.p'l\aie 28 linct 40 throud) 42. If \he dnft Facility Wide Waste Analyila Plan includes a
':::!:'.'.� c_ 

radioactive component, Health should also be included fur review and approval to eruure
;;,.:_,:/ l 1, compatibility with radiation and public health regulation, and &oals. 
�� 

� Jf'13 .. � '.Jfue 341 
line 40--41. If the plan includes radioactivity, a copy should be provided to

,, l"'r. l 
V' Health a!Jo. 

-� '1,
1"::>-

11 Paie 381 lin¢ 36. If the rcrords of monilorID.i include radloactivity, then Health, havin,
, J authority .for radiation monitoring (RCW 70.98), &hould be included. 

1s,'.')pfa:e «. line 38 throuil) �e 4S, li® u. If this requirement is intended to include
1 radioactivity 

I 
visual inspections are insufficient to determine itJ presence. If radioactivity

is not Included, it ahould be cxplici tly excluded • 

. 16.�J�Pa&e 451 line 18:20. •Authorized representatives• should.be defined. If the lm.pectiOtU
include a.ny site& that are radioactive, tflal Health needs to be included. Dosimetry for
Ecology staff should be provided Heal.th, u we do rar other state agcncie!. Ecology
staff should be included in the m.te's workct exposure records (RCW 70.98). 

\ 0 ['· I'.::) 1ke 47. section ILU. If dangerous waste line! include radioactive llnes, it should be
.Ju..._ stated explicitly. Health should wo be included !or information distribution if

radioactive 1.inea arc included. 

QtJw:r r.) 1).10 
Attacllments were not tvailablc for review, 10 site specific oomment.s could not be &ddrel$Cd
adequately. Cue mu.st be taken, thel'c!ore, to avoid any contradictions of other statute{)'
authority (state or federal), which may apply unacr other program, 1n state iovemmcnt. 

. ' ' 

. ·. · . .. . .• • • • 'I, • : I' 


