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Don Anderson 
U.S. Dopartment of Energy 
P.O. Box 550, Mail Stop R3-73 
Richland, Washington 99352 

Denr Mr. Anderson: 

At the request of Kevin Clarke, DOE Indian PrograII1s Manager, technical steff of the Confeder11ied 
Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reserv~tion (CTUIR) are submitting this letter and the enclosed 
documents ~s a summary of Tribal concerns about tank waste ?Danagement issue, and the Tenk Waste 
Remediation System program. The identified concerns should be integ~ated into tho scoping, 
devclopmcnc, and preparation of tank we.stc Environmental Impact Stat~in~nts (EIS). 

The CTUIR. have addressed tt.nk waste issues in a number of our previously submitted comments, m 
particulu, the comt::1ents on tho Tcntati\'e Agreement on the Hanford Tri-Party Agreement (IPA). 
The Tribes nlso have addressed these issues in connection with tho proposed stabilization run for PFP 
and the proposed deoctivation of PUREX and U03. Copies of these comments ere enclosed with the 
~pproprintc sections flagged for reference. 

The Tribes' view is that W~to management and safety issue resolution nl the tAnk faruu comprises 
but one component of was to management on the central plateau ~ a whole. In a ,eriei of m·utings 
thi3t staff h:wo held with representatives of PFP, PUREX, e.nd the tank farms In recent weeks, it was 
readily ipp:!rcnt to us that there Mc not now either long-term objectives or :i bro11d~r, sitewide strategy 
to integrate Al! aspects of w11ste management and D+D activities of surplus production !11cilities. 

One imponant element of such a strategy would be an efi'cctiye h.nd \ISe plan for the centre! plate.lu, 
Such ~ plan would comprehensively assess and plan for Han.ford site wnsle ma.negcment end storage 
needs by fully accommodating the ERDF, siting of future waste mr.nage1uent and ston:gc facilities, the 
tank farms, and planned wn.ste treatment and vitri!ication fncilities, pro;-iding sufficient on-,ite stortigc 
space for vitrified wasto logs ~d other nucle.ir and chemical waste m11terfal~, and addressing the 
ongoing need for emergency response capabilities and encutition routes. Furthermore, 5ueh o . 

\ 

eomprchcns!vc plan would minii:nizo the ncc<l for 11dditional consumption of land for wa,te 
ma.nagcmcnt activities by identifying and consolidating ~I current and foresc:e~blc waste WM~g~ccnt 

needs into the smallest possible 11rea
1 

consistent with recommendation~ of the Hanford Future Site 
Uses Working Group, retain the nccesst.ry buffer zone surrounding these facilities, minimiz.c furth~r 
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disturbence or fnigrocntarion of currently intact r.nd relatively undisturbed $hrub·steppe habitat, end 
minimize tho need for mitigntion. 

• .... ; . . 

In summuy. the chief concerns of lho CTUIR. center eround tho following issues. This li,t is by no 
J'llC&nS cxh11ustivo nor ue concerns neccsserily listed fo order of importance,, 

,( l) Ma.ximiz.e protection of the Columbia Rh-er ecosystem end ~soci~tcd natural a.,d culture! 

resources 
2) Oct on with chuactcriution, retrieval, treatment, nnc! disposal of tcnlc wa.sles tnaking rutl u,c: of 

all avaifoble or promising technologies t.nd resources \-
3) Minimi:z.c existing or new wasto ,trem:cs directed toward the ta.nks 

7 4) Minimize lbc need for new tanl:s end tw farm expansion 
f 5) Elicinato any use of leaking tanks end singlo•shell un~ in general · 
1 6) Remove and remcdiale tank wastes leaked into the ,ub,urfeoo 
/() 

II 

/,) 
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7) Eliminate discharge of contaminated or putially tre11led w·est~w11ter lo tho ground 
g) Resolve and climincle tcnk ,4fet)' iss~es assoc~ded ,,;lh; · 

a) Criticality potential 
b) Fle.mcoble gu seneration and vc::iting 
c) Fc~cye.nide explosive polcnti~I 
d) Orgwie•nitrcte reactivity potential 
c) High hcct generation 

9) Development and implementation of environmentzuly bc:1ign barrier/containment technology 
I 0) Improveccents to tanx farm infrastructure, particularly given ex.tended delay, in" ultimoto V.-11.Sto . 

retrieval and trc11tment · · 
11) Ma:drulz.e rctricvnl end° treatment of tank sludges and ,olids 
12)°. Accelerate and c:i::pedite development of on-site waste ,toragc/disp01al facilities 
13) Environmen!nlly complie.nt closure of z:.11 l~k f=s . 

Thank you very much for the opporruniry to identify issues of Tn'"bu concern to bo addre~scd fo tho 
proposed tnnk waste EIS. Plcese do not hesitate to contact either Tom Gilmore, Hnnford 
Environmental Restoration Project Hydrogeologisl, or J.R. Wilkinson, Hanford Pr.ejects Coordinator, at 
.S0J-276•3449, if there uc e.ny further questions or need for 11dditiond clarification. 

Rici,; George 

Progrc.m Manager 
Environmentel Plcnning/Rjghts Protection Progr=i 
Department of Nnturel Re,ourccs 

cc: WHliam Burke, Treasurer, CTUIR Bouc! of Trustees 
John Bevis, CTUlR. Donrd of Trustees 
Michael Farrow, Director, CTUIR Dcp.u1ment of Natural Resources 

Honforc! Projects Staff 
Kevin Clarke, DOE Jndill1l Progr=is Manager 
Doug Sherwood, Ht..,ford Project MMegc:r, USEPA 
Toby Michelena, Washington Sl.ilc Deputceol of Ecolosy 
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---··-- ·--- T]; Guidelines, 11 ro Code of Federal Regulations 1021, states that the DOE shall 
1!· prepare a sitewide EIS to analyze the impacts of all or selected functions at 

------,:~, those sites that are large and contain multiple facilities. Further, this i . ~:; guidance suggests that these sitewide EISs are rev i sited every 5 years to 
-~:..,....j! evaluate their relevance. 
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At the present time, the Hanford Sfte does not have a sitewide EIS to examine 
the cumulative impacts of its varied programs; however, a preliminary 
evaluation of the scope of this document is being performed. The sitewide EIS 
would examine ongoing and proposed activities at the Hanford Site, •and 
cumulative impacts from these actions. It also might be used to analyze 
strategies for the D&O of the large processing plants, as well as certain 
programmatic infrastructure activities . 

In the Secretarial Policy Statement on the National Environmental Policy Act , 
the Secretary of Energy proposed that each DOE installation submit an annual 
NEPA planning summary to the U.S . Department of Energy-Headquarters. This 
policy statement commits each field office, every 3 years, to examine the need 
for a sitewide EIS to cover activities at that site and facilitate future NEPA 
compliance efforts. 

·------· 

___ __ )_~ _: @---..,-
·., 

··-· - -·---:: 



i ! I . 
' I 
! I 
I' ' I __ @_f·~-
' I • ', · : : ------. . 

9513385~, 1616 
__________ _ ____ ,, _____ , ____ ·-

CENTRAL PLATEAU 

51D . . . fth escnphon: The Central Plateau 1s at the center o e 
Hanford site and encompasses 9.4 square miles (or 
approximately 6,000 acres) of land. This geographic area 

j encompasses all of the 200 East and West areas, the land 
-~---~ : between these areas, and extends to the north to include an· 

___ ,:, , area informally known as the 200 North area. The Central 
\.__.._., Plateau has been heavily used for fuel reprocessing and 

"- . waste management and disposal activities. The Central 
i: '-,_,~ -·--u] Plateau is the most heavily contaminated of the six 

-------r-: geographic areas. Most of the contamination and stored 
: ; wastes on the Hanford site are within the boundaries of this 

-------:~ area A great deal of the stored wastes are contained in 149 single- and 28 double-shell 
____ LJ tanks. At least sixty-eight of the single-shell tanks are known to be leaking or have leaked 

1[ into -~ e soil _t>e~:a~ the tanks. _. ___ ·- -- .. . _ _ _ _ ______ .. _ __ ~ _ _ .. _____ _ 
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/ Prev~ntmg ground~ater_contamin~tion ~ the 200 Area fro1:1 mi~ting to other areas on __ 

. ... -· .. • - -1 the site 3:11d addressing ruks ass~cia~d with the~ were identified as having the ---
. greatest importance for cleanup m this area. While there may be some "islands" within .. ·--·--·

·--·-· --·· th~ ~0? Area th~t c~ and should ~ -c~eaned up quickly, especially if necessary to 
mmmuze the IT11granon of contanunanon, the waste management area designated as 

·· · ·· --· · .. - - "exclusive" (though not necessarily the buffer zone), w~u~sI remain "exclusive" for th 
. _ . fores~able fu~ .. It is the desire of the Working Grou~~ltimately, depending 

0
~ · · · · -----

. technical capabilines, the Central Plateau would be clean enough for future uses other 
; than waste management activities. · 
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