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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY™*

Section 3004(c)(3) of HSWA restricts the placement of non-
hazardous liquids in hazardous waste (Subtitle C) landfills.
Such placement is allowed only when it will not present a risk
of contamination to any underground source of drinking w :zer, and
when there is no placement alternative other than another.landfill
that contains or may contain hazardous waste or an unlined impound-
ment that contains or may contain hazardous wastes.

The rule re¢ tricting the placement of nonhazarc¢ is liquids
in hazardous waste landfills became effe;tive on November 8, 1985,
The Agency is issuing this guidance to ensure that owners and
operators of landfills regulated under Subtitle C of the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act understand the legal reduirements
of this provision (which are presented in Section 2 of this guidance)
and to provide assistance to owners or operators in complying
with the provision (presented in Section 3 of this guidance).

The scope of the nonhazardous liquids (NHL's) provision and
the overall demonstration process are explained in a flowchart,

included as Exhibit 1. Owners/operators are n~* subject to the

prohibition when +*he €ollowing situations occur:

l. NHL's are absorbed and the material passes the .Paint
Filter Liquids Test prior to placement in the
hazardous waste landfill, or

2. NHL's are used in the hazardous waste landfill to
to meet other regulatory or safety requirements:

)

a. dust suppression

b. fire fighting

c. watering of vegetative cover

d. moistening of clay cap

e. washing of landfill equipment

f. herbicide or pesticide treatment

g. as part of an CPA-approved corrective action program
(e.ag. "landtill washing" or "soil flushing")
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to the Regional Administrator, or the Regional Administrator
determines, that:

(1) The only reasonably available alternative to the
placement in such iandfill is placement in a landfill
or unlined surface impoundment, whether or not permitted
or operating under interim status, which contains,
or may reasonably be anticipated to contain, hazardous
waste; and

{(2) Placement in such owner or operator's landfill will
not present a risk of contamination of any underground
source of drinking water (as that term is defined
in ¢ :stion 144._ of this chap! r).

2. St v and Regulatory Reguirements

A. Purpose

The Section 3004(c)(3) provision and related provisions that
restrict the placement of bulk and containerized liquid Hazardous
wastes in landfills (Sections 3004(c)(1l) and (2) of RCRA) are .
intended to reduce the placement of liquids in hazardous was!
landfills and thus to reduce the probability of migration of
hazardous wastes into ground water. The provisions will also
reduce the quantity of leachate that must be collected and treated
at these landfills.,

3. Wha* ~~nstitutes placement of nonhazardous liquids?

Congress U 2d the word "placement" in sesveral places in the
Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments, including the section that
addresses bulk liquid hazardous wastes. The Ageﬁcy's interpreta-
tion of "placement” of nonhazardous liquids is, accordingly,
similar to that adopted for bulk liguid hazardous wastes (see

Prohibition on the Placement of Bu'" Liquid Hazardous Waste in

Landfills, Statutory Interp-=tative Guidance - ™-af+. March, 1985













