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Department of Energy
Richiand Fieid Office
P.O. Box 550
Richland, Washington 99352
JL 29 um

93-RPS-274

Ms. Ann Pontius, Chief

Air Compliance & Permits Section
U.S. Environmental Protect in Agency
Region 10

1200 Sixth Avenue

Seattle, Washington 98101

Dear Ms. Pontius:

RE' EST FOR CONCURRENCE W1 { TERPRETATION OF APPLICABILITY OF
PERMIT PSD-X80-14 TO DEACT1VATION OF PUREX FACILITY

This letter requests that the .S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA),
Region 10, provide written concurrence with infor a1 guidance provided during
a June 16, 1993, meeting, between representatives of the EPA, the

U.S. Department of Energy, Richland Operations Office (RL), and the
Westinghouse Hanford Company (WHC) regarding appl :ability of Prevention of
Significant Deterioration (P ) permit PSD-X80-14 (the PSD permit for the
Hanford Site) to the proposed deactivation of the Plutonium-Uranit Extraction
(PUREX) Plant.

The Hanford ¢ te includes a number of facilities that housed various ‘ocesses
associated with the Site's former mission. These facilities will eventually
be deactivated, then decontaminated, and decommissioned. The PUREX F int will
be the first such major facility to undergo this process since enactment of
the 1990 Clean Air Act Amendments. As such, the air emissions evaluation
process established for PUREX deactivation activities will strongly influence
evaluations for similar activities at other Hanford Site facilities. During
the June 16, 1993, meeting, the following was set forth by the RL and WHC
representatives.

. Since March of 1990, PUREX has not operated

. RL is proposing t deactivate the PUREX Plant over the next
three-year period. Deactiv .ion is scheduled to commence in
October 1993, thc jh certain activities may commence as early as
August 1993, contingent upon availability of resources an receipt
of requirad regulatory approvals. Completion is planned for
September 1996
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. Proposed deactivation activities will result in the emission of
oxides of nitrogen (NO,) to the atmosphere

- While it is expected that NO, emissions associated with
deactivation will exceed NO,  emissions during e standby
period, NO, emissions from deactivation will be controlled
well below the permitted level of 424 metric tons/year and
3,410 kg/day

- Enclosure 1 is a copy of the presentation provided during
the June 16, 1993, meeting, regarding the Nitric Acid
Disposition Activity. It is this activity which will
account for more than 95 percent of the NO, produced during
deactivation

. Proposed deactivation activities will involve modifications to the
routing of flow within the existing heati -, ventilation, and air-
conditioning system, by combining air streams, eliminating
discharge points, and reducing total flow, but with no change in
NO, control capabilities or measurement capabilities

- The NO, control equipment identified in permit PSD-X80-14
(Enclosure 2), and described in the documentation
(Enclosure 3) submitted in support of the permit
application, will not be by-passed

] It is understood by RL and WHC, based on information provided by
the EPA in earlier conversations, that permit PSD-X80-14:

- was written and issued by EPA,

is administered by EPA,
- does not have an expiration date,
- is, therefore, still valid,

- and currently permits the discharge of NO_ from PUREX to
atmosphere of 424 metric tons/year and 3,110 g/day

. It is the conclusion of RL that the proposed deactivation
activities do not constitute a modification to Permit PSD-X80-14
and that, pursuant to regulations governing the administration of
the PSD program, no approval is required prior to commencement of
deactivation activities.























































































































































































































