
..,. 17 -./'- • I ... ' ' • ......._.c, ,_ .,..._ 
-~ · 

EFJ/01-.t,j 

United States· De artment of Ener 

DATE; March 28, 1996 
REPLY:TO 
ATTNOf: Office ·of NEPA Policy and Assistance :Nig_arn: 202.: 586-0750 

SUBJECT: Approval of the Draft uEnv1ronmenta1 Impact ~~atement for the Tank Wasta 
Remediation System• (OOE/~IS-0189 -0) 

To: Thomas P. Grumbly 
Assistant Secretary for Environmental Managemeht 

This 1s in -response to your March 28, 1996, memorandum _requesting ·approval of 
t~e subjec~ invir,onmental Impict Statement, The Off1ce of Environment, Safety 
and Health his reviewed the draft Environmental Impact Statement 1n accordance 
with our responsibilities under Department of Energy Order 451.l regard1ng 
cocnpliance with t.he Nitional Environ11ental Policy Act .. Based on ll1Y staff's 
re.v-iew, apalysis and.recoflltlendat.ions, and after consultation with the Office pf 
Generil Counsel; I have determined th1t the draft envirornnEnta1 impact 
statenient is adequate for publication and distribution, subject to your 

· acceptance and accommodation of comments we and the Office of Genera1 Counsel 
have provided io your staff through today . If you Havr questions about the~i 
convnents, ple.se direct them to S~an ~ichtman of~ staff at 202:586-4610. 

We also suggest the following for yo~r consideration: 1) the need for the 
c0Glffluo1cat1ons plan to address sensitive issues, such as the potential for 
fatilities under the preferred.alternative,· and that the document analyzes 
alternatives (1nvolv1ng in•place disposal of high-level waste} that would not 
cocnply with ipp11cable regulatory requirements ind federal po11c1es; 
2) providing a Jonger public comment period than the planned ~5 d1ys; and 
3) the· advi~ab11ity of establishing'an Executive Committee-to improve the 
efficiency of our COIM\On1cation·s and is.sues resolutioo in preparing the final 

• environmental iiapa~t statement . < 

The Office of NEPA Policy and Assistince will continue _to .ssist your office 1n 
filing the draft Envirotwental Imp.act Statement with the U;S. Environmenh.1 
Protection Agency arid .other distributfon 11atters. 

Tara O'loole, H.D .• H.P.H. 
·Assistant Secretary 
Env1ronfflent. Safety and Health 

cc: Harth, Crosland; NEPA Compl iance Officer, EM 
P,u1 Dunigan, NEPA Compliance Officer, RL 
~1111,~ Dennison, GC-51 . 


