
TO: 

cc: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

Larry Gadbois 
Barbara Harper 
Susan Hughs 
Nick Iadanza 
Jake J akabosky 
Russell Jim 
Dan Landeen 
Jay McConnaughey 
Doug Mosich 
Tom O'Brien 
Preston Sleeger 
Lauri Vigue 
JR Wilkinson 
Jamie Zeisloft 

Darci Teel 

Teri Elzie 

February 8, 2000 

SUBJECT: Letter 

509-376-2396 
509-943-8555 
503-373-7806 
503-231-6265 
509-536-1275 
509-452-2503 
208-843-7378 
509-736-3030 
3 60-407-7151 
503-231 -2196 
503-231 -2361 
360-902-2946 
541-278-5380 
509-376-7818 

NO OF PAGES: 3 (Including Coversheet) 

See attached letter - FYI. 

Any questions, please call me. 

Thanks! 

Teri 

Fax Sheet 

e-mail: tlelzie@bhi-erc.com 
Fax: 509-372-9654 
Phone: 509-372-9108 

EDMC 

007541.3 
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Department of Energy 
Richland Operations Office 

P.O. Box 550 
Richland , Washington 99352 

FE 8 0 7 2000 

Mr. Pat Sobotta, Interim Director· 
Environmental Restoration/ 

Waste Management Program 
Nez Perce Tribe 
P.O. Box 365 
Lapwai, Idaho 83540 

Dear Mr. Sobotta: . 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY, RICHLAND OPERATIONS OFFICE (RL) 
PARTICIPATION ON THE HANFORD NATURAL RESOURCE TRUSTEE COUNCIL 
(NRTC) 

Thank you for your January 19, 2000, letter regarding our proposal to attend Hanford NRTC 
meetings on a quarterly basis. I understand your concerns and would like to reassure you that I 
value the work of the NR TC. I believe we can support the NR TC, fulfill our Comprehensive 
Environmental Restoration, Compensation, and Liab_ility Act of 1980 (CERCLA) requirements, 
and more efficiently address contaminant related impacts to Hanford' s natural resources through 
quarterly, full council meetings, which are augmented with work group meetings and conference 
calls. We are interested in discussing the frequency of the meetings, attendance and level of 
participation by the trustees with the full council. We have requested that these topics be added 
as an agenda item for the upcoming February 10, 2000, NRTC meeting. 

As stated in your letter, CERCLA requires coordination and cooperation amongst trustees for 
natural resources. To facilitate coordination and cooperation, RL elected in 1993 to participate 
on the NRTC and volunteered to provide an administrative secretary for the council. In the years 
since its inception, the NRTC has served a vital role in mitigating contaminant impacts to 
Hanford's natural resources. We feel that it is critical that the NRTC continue its role in 
addressing those contaminant impacts. 

The role of the NRTC has evolved from its initial policy making efforts to activities of a more 
technical nature. To accommodate this evolution, the NRTC agreed in April 1997, and again in 
July 1998, to reduce the number of full council meetings (i.e., meetings requiring two days with 
travel) . This reduction was complemented with an increase in more efficient work group 
meeting and conference calls, activities which •minimize travel and do not require costly 
administrative support or the regular attendance of all voting representatives. As a result of those 
agreements, the number of full council meetings dropped to six in both 1998 and 1999. 
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We believe redirecting some of our resources from the full council meetings to work group 
meetings and conference calls (as often as needed) will be more efficient and productive. We 
will also continue to provide administrative secretarial support to the NRTC. We are confident 
that this level of participation will provide ample support to fulfill our responsibilities under 
CERCLA and address contaminant related impacts to Hanford 's natural resources·. 

In closing, I would like to reiterate my support for and appreciation of the NRTC's efforts. 
We are committed to protecting our natural resources . We look forward to continuing to work 
with the NRTC in fulfilling that commitment and discussing our proposal at the February 10 
meeting. 

If you have any questions, please contact our NRTC representative, Jamie Zeisloft, on 
(509) 372-0188. 

OSS:JHZ 

cc: NRTC c/o T. L. Elzie, BHI 
S. Sobczyk, NPT 
D. D . Teel, BHI 

Sincerely, 
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