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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION FOR
CLEANUP OF TRASH DUMP SITES ON THE RIVERLANDS UNIT,
600 AREA, HANFORD SITE, RICHLAND, WASHINGTON

Proposed Action

The U.S. Department of Energy, Richland Operations Office (RL), needs to clean up trash dump
sites on the Riverlands Unit of the Hanford Reach National Monument. At present, there are
thirteen (13) known sites where public dumping has occurred. Activities previously have been
initiated to better control public access (security gate) and awareness (No Trespassing signs)
regarding the Riverlands Unit.

Location of Action

600 Area, Riverlands Unit, Hanford Site, Richland, W 1ington. The Riverlands Unit is located
in the northwest comner of the Hanford Site, bordered by State Highway 24, the Columbia River,
and private land in the Cold Creek Valley (Figure 1).

Description of Proposed Action

The proposed action would involve cleanup of known trash dump sites on the Riverlands Unit.
Examples of miscellaneous trash consist of tires, furniture, spent oil containers, domestic
garbage and tree branches; there are 12 sites where miscellaneous trash has been+ nped. One
other site is a sewage dump site; this site will be covered with up to 12 inches of clean top
soil/sandy loam.

Cleanup activities are scheduled to start in FY 2007 and be completed in FY 2007.
Categoric: Exclusion (CX) to be Applied

The follow ;CXis listed in Title 10, Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 1021, "National
Environmental Policy Act Implementing Procedures," Subpart D, Appendix B, published in the
Tuesday, July 9, 1996, 61 Federal Register 36222:

B6.1 Small-scale, short-term cleanup actions, under RCRA, Atomic Energy Act, or other
authorities, less than approximately 5 million dollars in cost and 5 years duration, to
reduce risk to human health or the environment from the release or threat of release of a
hazardous substance other than thigh-level radioactive waste and spent nuclear fuel,
including treatment (e.g., incineration), recovery storage, or disposal of wastes at existing
facilities currently handling the type of waste involved in the action. These actions
include, but are note limited to:

(a) Excavation or consolidation of contaminated soils or materials from drainage
channels, retention basins, ponds, and spill areas that are not receiving contaminated
surface water or wastewater, if surface water or groundwater would not collect and if
such actions would reduce the spread of, or direct contact with, the contamination;

(b) Removal of bulk containers (for example, drums, barrels) that contain or may contain
hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants, CERCLA-excluded petroleum or
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CULTURAL AND BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES REVIEWS

A cultural resources review specifically for the project was conducted [E-mail, D. McFarland,
PNNL, to R. Ingram, et al, “Cultural Resources Review Notice to Proceed: Cleanup of
Riverlands Area (NPCE# 2007-600-019b),” dated July 20, 2007]. Per 36 CFR Part 800, Subpart
B, 800.3.a,the I  3-RL Cultural Resources Program has determined that this project is not the
type of undertaking with potential to cause effects to historic properties and no further actions
are required. All workers will be directed to watch for cultural materials (e.g., bones, a1 ‘acts)
during: work activities. If any such materials are encountered, work in the vicinity of the
discovery would stop pending any necessary mitigation.

A biological review specifically for the project was conducted (Letter, M. Sackschewsky, PNNL,
to R. Ingram, FH, “Biological Review of the Project, 600 Area, ECR #2007-600-019B, Clean up
of 12 Trash Dump Sites on the Riverlands Unit,” dated July 24, 2007). The review indicated that
no plant or animal species protected under the End gered Species Act, candidates for such
protection, or species listed by the Washington State government as threatened or endangered a
likely to be impacted by project activities. It is recommended that activities should be conducted
in a manner to minimize ground disturbance and to avoid spreading noxious weeds into
uninfested areas of the Riverlands Unit. Ground disturbance and heavy equipment use at several
of the dump sites should be conducted to minimize damage to mature sagebrush shrubs that are
adjacent to and within the dump sites. The clean top soil could be seeded with native perennial
grasses in late September or October of 2007 to avoid increase in weedy species.

Compliance Action: [ have determined that the proposed action meets the requirements for the
referenced CX. Therefore, using the authority delegated to me by DOE Order 451.1B, Change 1,
I have determined that the proposed activities may be categorically excluded from further NEPA
review and documentation.

R W Russell
Hanford NEPA Compli. e Officer

R.L. x FH

M. T.Jans ,FH

B. B. Nelson Makl, FH
A. L. Rodriguez, RL
R. G. Slocum, FH

C. W. Stolle, FH

R. S. Weeks, PNNL
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Jtems marked "yes" in the Environmental Impact Checklist located above, are addressed in the
following paragraphs:

15.

16.

Before starting work, an excavation permit would be required. The excavation permit
would be consistent with the biological and cultural resources reviews identified
previously.

The Riverlands Unit is an undeveloped area. As noted in the biological review (ECR
#2007-600-019B), activities should be conducted in a manner to minimize ground
disturbance and to avoid spreading noxious weeds into uninfested areas of the Riverlands
Unit. Ground disturbance and heavy equipment use at several of the dump sites should
be conducted to minimize damage to mature sagebrush shrubs that are adjacent to and
within the dump sites.
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*  Ground disturbance and heavy equipment use at several of the dump sites, such as site §
¢ 1site 10, should be conducted to minimize = 1age to mature sagebrush shrubs that
are adjacent to and within the dump sites.

*  Applying clean topsoil to the sewage dump site may provide a site for further
establishment and invasion of weedy species. To avoid increase in weedy species, the
clean top soil could be seeded with native perennial grasses in late September or October
of 2007.

+  This Ecological Compliance Review is valid until 15 April 2008.

Sincerely,
TN g Gy TN A
S I P

" Michael Sackschewsky
Compliance Assessment Manager
Ecological Monitorir - and Compliance Project
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