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included in the responsive s1 amary for the [RA-EIS in support of a Wild & Scenic
Reach and Wildlife Refuge f the Wahluke Slope.

Unfortunately the areas desi iated as "preservation” in the Preferred Alternative
only begin to protect Hanfor ;3 natural resource treasures. We recommend
extending "preservation”sta s to a much larger por )in of the reservation as
depicted on our attached ma which is a combination of the Preferred Alternative
and Alternatives One and Tv . These additional "preservation"” areas were selected
to protect and connect the W shington Department « Fish and Wildlife's Priority
Species locations displayed o Figure 4-17 and Levels , IIl and IV Biological
Resources displayed in Figur 4-27. These additiona] reservation areas will allow
the incredible wildlife habita f Hanford to function as a shrub-steppe ecosystem.
We are particularly concerne that the Riverlands area be designated "preservation”
as it forms the linchpin conn ting the Wahluke Slope, ALE Reserve and Hanford
Reach. We applaud the desi; ation of thei inds of the Hanford Reach as
"preservation.” We highly re »mmend that manager :nt of the islands, the entire
Wahluke Slope, Riverlands, . cGee Ranch, and ALE all be incorporated into the
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service' 5addle Mountain National Wildlife Refuge.

Land-use designations withi: ‘he HRA-EIS should be based on the most recent and
best data available. 1 e Dep tment of Energy should include the biological data
from The Nature Conservan 's 1997 biodiversity survey to help make land-use
decisions in Central Hanforc All areas identified as containing native plant
communities qualifying as el__nent occurrences and . :as identified as Special
Habitat Areas (Figures 3 and * in the 1997 Annual Bii iversity Report) should be
designated Preservation area These areas are in addition to any areas already
designated within DOE's Pre rred Alternative for Central Hanford.

We recommend narrowing t 200 Industrial (exclus e) area to reflect the same
area designated in A :rnati* 1. This allows for protection of Washington
Department of Fish & Wildli Priority Species locate along the western edge of the
200 area.

We recommend limi 1g the @2searchand! ‘'velo) it to the FFTF and 300 areas.
We believe the LIGO "V" shc d be designated "preservation” and managed as an
existing non-conforming use¢ sithin the preservation area.

We recommend limiting Ind trial land use to the Energy Northv it area as shown
on Alternative 2 and the Cit; f Richland Urban Growth Area (minus the 300 area
which we recommend as Re: arch and Developmen shown on Figure 1-6.
Although the total land area 't aside for industrial development appears small, it
reflects the area the City of F hland views as necessary for development over the
next fifty years. The industr  area includes the lands most suitable for
development and contains t] necessary utilities and transportation network to
support development.






069660

of native fish, wildlife, and | nt species.” We further recommend listing this
statement as the number twc¢ olicy statement in this -aragraph.

The issues discussed in the d  ft ...S for the central H 1ford area are extremely
complex and could take yea to resolve. The issues 1volving the Wahluke Slope,
ALE, Riverlands, McGee Ra1 1and the Hanford Reach are simple and decisions can
be made now. We therefore juest that the Secretary of Energy issue a separate
Record of Decision no latert n December 31, 1999.

Thank you for this opportur /to comment on these important matters.

Sincerely,

ot e =

Rick Leaumont, Conservatic Chair
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