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K.2.6 Wildlife Populations

e terrestrial resources that are considered to be edible by humans include deer and
gamebirds, which occasionally visit the site. Existing biological surveys indicate that no threatened or
endangered species have been reported using the area. Section 2.2.7 of this FS discusses the ecology
of the operable unit.

K.2.7 Wildlife Habitats

The following types of habitat have been identified within or near the operable unit:
(1) terrestrial habitat that consists primarily of grasses, occupies most of the open land area, and relies
on annual precipitation and (2) ripa n habitat that occurs along the shoreline of the Columbia River,
relying on root zone wetting by river water or spring seeps.

The relationship of the 300-FF-1 operable unit to site vegetation to the north, south, and west
is shown in Figure K-2 (key to plant community abbreviations is given in Table K-1). The site is
separated from recovering shrub-steppe to the west by Stevens Road. The site is connected to shrub-
steppe habitat to the north and sou . The eastern border of the 300 Area is a riparian zone occurring
as a narrow strip near the Columbia River and near the water line of the sanitary trenches and process
trenches.

The riparian zone of the Colu ia River supports a variety of both terrestrial and riparian
wildlife and maintains the highest biol ical diversity of the site. It serves as both feeding and
breeding grounds )r many species of wildlife. In addition, riparian vegetation provides both a source
of food and shelter for several biologic species and is a key source of nutrients for the Columbia
River.

.7.1 Habitat Evaluation Based on Existing Information. A qualitative evaluation of the
etation/habitat present  the 300-FF-1 operable unit was conducted. It was then evaluated and
rated based on a scale of high, medium, and low to identify the quality of existing vegetation/habitat.

: evaluation system ranges from low quality to medium quality to exceptional or high quality. The
ratings identify the adequacy of the current site vegetation/habitat and its ability to support a diversity
of wildlife. For example, disturbed terrestrial habitat would be rated low while riparian habitat would
be rated of high quality. The evaluation: o considered the potentially affected vegetation/habitat
surrounding the 300-FF-1 operable unit.

Based cisting information, the 300-FF-1 operable unit vegetation/habitat consists of
terrestrial and ian habitat. Figures K-1 and K-2 indicate that the terrestrial vegetation, bitat
qualifies for a rating of low. It consists 1 nly of disturbed area vegetation. The riparian habitat
rated as high. Potential ecological risk to ¢ riparian zone is a key factor in the evaluation of
remedial action alternatives in close proximity to the riparian zone and is an important exposure, and
therefore risk, factor for the biota utilizing  arian habitat.
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