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August 14, 1991 

Ms. E. A. Bracken, Director 
Environmental Restoration Division 
U.S. Department of Energy 
Field Office, Richland 
Richland, Washington 99352 

Dear Ms. Bracken: 

9155751 

INITIATION OF PREPARATORY ACTIVI:IES FOR THE 200-WESr CARBON TETRACHLORIDE 
EXPEDITED RESPONSE ACTION 

Reference: Letter, P. T. Day, EPA, and T. L. Nord, Ecology, to 
S. H. Wisness, RL, "200 West Area Carbon TetraGhloride Interim 
Response Action," dated December 20, 1990. 

Westinghouse Hanford Company will proceed with the design, _procurement, and 
site preparation associated with the full-scale soil carbon tetrachloride 
vapor extraction for the 200- West Area Carbon Tetrachloride Expedited 
Response Action, in advance of the receipt of the Action Memorandum. The 
Action Memorandum is the mechanism for the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) to approve the start of the full-scale cleanup. These actions 
are necessary to expedite cleanup at the 200-West Area, as agreed to in the 
Agreement in Principle (Attachment 1) by the EPA, State of Washington 
Department of Ecology (Ecology}, and U.S . Department of Energy-Headquarters 
(DOE-HQ}. 

Activities performed during ''site preparation" are those which are already 
recognized by the EPA and Ecology as consistent with the preferred 
alternative for extraction of the carbon tetrachloride (reference letter). 
In addition, those activities to be performed during site preparation were 
also performed in preparation for the April soil vapor extraction test, 
sanctioned under a categorical exclusion under Section D of the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA} Guidelines (Attachment 2). The actual 
startup of the full-scale system will not occur until both the Action 
Memorandum is issued by the EPA and NEPA documentation is approved by DOE-HQ. 
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Unless otherwise notified by your office, we will continue to prepare for 
full-scale soil vapor extraction. If there are any questions, please contact 
me on 376-7000, or Mr. T. M. Wintczak of my staff on 376-0902. 

Very truly yours, 

HO# -
R. D. Wojtasek, Manager 
Environmental Restoration Program 
Environmental Division 
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Attachments 2 

RL - J. K. Erickson 
R. 0. Puthoff (w/o attachments) 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

r. Agreement In Prjncjp]e 



AGREEHEIIT rn PA!IICIPLE 
Or:twecn th! Uni tcd 5t:itcs Departmi:nt 0r" Energy, 

the United '. t3tc5 Environment~] Protccti0n Agency, 
.rnd the StHe of 'N.1sh1ngi:on 

Tll[S 1\Gf<£EMCIIT is entenc1 1nto or.tween the lJnlt.ed 5tHes O,ip.11·tn:~nt or" 
Energy (DOE), tile United ~: c:it,! :: t-:nvlronment:il ProtQct.1on J\']enc: 1 •'.EPi\), .ind the 
State or · ~ashingcon. 

lil!EREAS, the p-irtle~ to this AGAEEMOIT have previously ent,}red intu l11c 
Hanford fede1·,1l f,icillty i'l.Jr1.;i:mc:nl .ind Cons1:nt Order on M.:iy I~, 1909

1 
(Tri­

P;irty ACJreemenl) to provide for the coordinated c1"fol"ts of' .111 p.1rc1e~ co 
.:is}ure co111µ1i.1nce of OOE lianfo1·d Sit<! Jctivltles Hllll requfrcmenc.s of tile 
i:l!::ou,·ce Co11:;er_v.1.t ion .:incl Hccover·y /\ct (llCRJ\) .ind th,: Compi-ehens fvc 
En·,ironrnental Rcspon~t'!, Cc ,111pL!ns.1tion :ind Li.1bility Act (CCHCL/\)

1 
•incluuing . 

currecli-te aclions ~nd rcnicd1:il <1ctions r,~[1Ul1·e:d t1y tho~e ,\cts, Jlld i1p;.ilicc:lll1: 
st.He lJw; and 

\.1H£R_EAS, the pc1rtlc•; have pursu.rnt to ~en/\, crncL/\ ,rnd the Tri-r~1rt1 
Agreement instituted the process or conductln<J Cl:RCL,\ rcrnedla1 inv~Hig.nians 
.ind feaslbllfty studies (Hf/FS) and llCR/\ facility .is-:cs~mcnq and con·ecthe 
rnl!,1~u1·c:; studies (Rrl/CH~) of ope,·able units on the ll,.1n/'o,·d Gitt; .ind 

\.lll[R[AS, lhc p.1rtics ue desirous or takin<J imm,:diate steps to 
.iccclerate the pl1ysic.1l r..;:;tor,.1t1on or· tlH! ltrnford Site prlo_t to corr.plr.tlon of 
111/fS and Rrl activltle.s t1'1·ou,Jl1 perr'orr.iancl! of expe.J1t1:rJ respon~Q accion~: 

tlOW, HIEREFO_R(, DOC, EP/\, :ind the StHc of \/,l!:hin']Lon ·a,JreQ JS rollm,s: 

1. That each put, n~ .1ffirr11s its commitment to the Ti-i -P.:1n1 J\<)reiimen I.. 

~- That U~OOC rc,1ffirms fts obl l<jJtlons and cc,mrnf tni~nt to sc.:.:k 
:iuffll:it:nl funding from Congrt:S:i to meet Jll e:<istlr,CJ mil.::scones 
In the Trf-l'arty A<Jreement .11H1 future· ni::w milestone'.: or rl!·1ised 
nlilcHCJnt:s 1!:iLiLJl i ~hcu lJy agri;cmcnl uf Lh(! pJrLies 1n accord.incc 
with Article :<Lor the Trt-Pany A<Jt·ecmcnt. 

3, DOE 11.is identified a lht of potential ll.infor~ Site projects 1-1hich 
may be considc1·ed for e:<pcditcd response .1ctions. t:.indicJCc 
projecls unde1· consideriltion for c:.:p11dilcd response ,1cLic-11 ~ . 
inclucl!, bJL ,11·2 llllt lir.1it~d tu: 

4. 

ii. 610-'..l nuri.11 Grour,.:.! ~c .~;.-,-:;.:.tion 
b. JOO Area flroce:;s Trt!nch,:s Sediment n~niovill 

· c. 200 lk~t t\r<!.:i Ci1rbo11 Tcti-.ichloridc T,·c,,u11,~nt. 

0 0 E w i 11 r r Or O:; e t he s C 1 C ct e d r r OJ e C t s t O [CO 1 a CJ y a 11 d ( p /i F O ,· 

their review of the technical basis, co::;ts a11<.J fca~ibi1ity for 
th e s l! p r n j t! c t L The t h n: l! p a r t I e ::; w i 1 l j o i II t l y p r o po :; 1! t <) t I\ e 
pub! ic those projects if they meet regul.itory appro,al. The three 
pal'ttes ~l\ll follow th~ public 1nvo1vf:ment proccdur~s of the 
Trl - P.irly A<Jrel.!1111.!nl .i11J the CEflCLi\ IL"1tional Conting.!ncy Pl.:n. 
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~- f0\l • 1·l1n<J rc<J11l,1L 111 ·y Jnu -~ubl ir: rr.vi•~w, 00£ cc1111nits t1J 
implcnienlin<J l.h1)SP. three c;indiJatr. proj1~cl~, or ulh 0· 1· -1rr1· 1)flri,1te 
projP.Ct'i from llle list, punt1i111t lo .) sc:hcciule aqrc• :<l upon by Lh•1 
thrr.r: pJrLi•~"i. ()()f comrnil:i Lo tile impl,:m,:ntJLio11 or· lhos r: 
pr'ojr.ct~ ,lS ,1rldir. in11~ Lu tl1e Tri-P.i1 · ty ,\')1'cC?1111:11t l.nd 1-1ithoul .111 
j III f) <1 C l O fl I, h (~ P. :< i S t i fl <J II t i \ P. S r. n IH! 'i II f LI 1 , : T 1 · i • I' ,\I· I, y ,\ CJ 1 • r. 1 ! m P. I I t . 

6. In order ti) unt11~nt:iw1 Lile trJt.il ,11;1.ivili,:·. 1111c.Jc1· c:,11,~i cf ,:, ·.,ti,rn 
and to establisll ,1 bilsel\11~ fur tlit! i1Ct1'lit1 ·r1hich c;\11 b,: u!.od ,1~ 
a u,1sis for dccis1011s .1nd <}<plnst ... hicli µr11']rcss c .111 ba mn,1!.urcd, 
t h e i n I t I a I s t r. p f o r e a c I) o f t h r! p o t e n L i ,11 p ,. a j cc t s i ~ t h 0. 

development of .i detailed <:ost t!Sti111i1t~ based upon th:it rl.rn . 

7. These .ictlv1t.lr.~ will I.Jc conducted in,, ni,rnner con .dstent with 
p1:.1Jdcnt n1;in .1y1?1111!nt ,rnd ·i1i\l Hirve il'i a niodP.l for f1,tu1·e acti'litie~ 
in the (11vironm1~11t.1I fl1?'itorar. ton and \.l,,sll! f\.1n,1<Jcn11:nl Pr1J<Jr,1m. 

0. The parties will us~ lheir br.st eff,i,-,t s to complct,: the '.>tcp~ 
ldr.ntlfic 1J 111 tl1r. ·fun::,10ing p,11· M3r.1phs ,1'.i ~oon B practiol . 

1101-1, TIIF.nUOflf., the parties h,~rcto have si13n,:d thj.s J\Gflf(MF.MT in· 
i-eco<Jnilion of tllt?ir p·e<Jgc of ;;iutu.11 b•!St efforts t.o .1chlcve Lh,·ouCJlt 
coop1~rHion and nr.g,Jt. l;tion, In <)01Jd f ,1it.11, I.hr. 1111dcnt:1ndi11')S .is 'ir.t. forth 
.1t)()VC Oil tilts .Ull.!l d,l}' u( 0<..:Lulti-:r · , \')'JI). 

/ J ·L K/ 
. - , .. ··· 

/. ·:. . __ .,..:_ . ·'/ ··"! .• •/ \ 

._ .. .,..·1 •. '-<._.- , _ -,'.~-, Y::.L~-:-C-c.:.J.:-/·<---: _,,.,,~:i7•~ . f;C~L-'--:: .. _J_. (,)('/ ;,, .:_.,__, 
,., •.• ,1mr.c; D . 1/Hkins. 
// Sr.c:retJry of Ener9y 

r;n1~,r;-;-i 11 y I /\d111i11 is tr:11.0i· ( . ./ 
u. '.;. l:n·111 ·n111111:11t-.1\ ri ·nce,:r.ion 

[/ 
~ 

/·_ 1.CG,~u-1~t.)1•.,. l .· 
.-J""( -. ---'IL_-·- ··-··-- -~----·-
1101101·.ilJ I 0 Uoolh 1;.11 •rl111•1, C,1v, ·: .-n01· 
S l .1l •~ o f I I J ~ h i n ') t. o 11 
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ATTACHMENT 2 

Section D NEPA Guidelines 
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REPLYTO EM-442 (M. Hannon, 3-8167) 
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SUBJECT: 
Categorical Exclusion Determination - Characterization 
Expedited Response Action for the 200 West Area Carbon 
Disposal Site, Hanford Sile, Richland, Washington 

~-.... .ic:.~ ~;-es o 
of Contamination or O!STTUBUlrn 
Te t r a c h 1 o r i d e . ]£,_,_[!1 {f A....~~ . 

fl /71 {? 

TO: Carol Borgstrom 
Director 
Office of NEPA Oversight 

I have approved the subject categorical exclusion under Section D of the 

Department of Energy's National Environmer1tal Policy Act Guidelines and am 

forwarding it to you for review. 

I request that you notify me within 2 weeks, in accordance with the Interim 

Procedural Guidelines for implementation of SEN-15-90, whet~er you have any 

objections to this determination. 

Att ac hment 

Leo P. Duffy 
Director 
Office of Environmental Restoration 

and Waste Management 

WMD 
()C (!__, 

Cf'Yl/J 
D/17E 

/SD 

HE:.CEI V t:U 

APR O 2 \991 

OOE-RUAMFl .­

I 9 l - E/\P,-092 
~-✓() . lt~.3 

1 L Commitment Cont, . 

RECEIVED 
APti O 1 1991 

11land Operations nr· 
MAR 1 9 1991 

':f~ S391J3 



Categorical Exclusion Determination 

Pr oposed Action 

Characterization of Contamination for Expedited Response Action for the 200 
West Area Carbon Tetrachloride Disposal Site, llanford Site, Richland, 
Washington. 

Location 

Richland, Washington 

Description of Proposed /\ct ion 

Characterize lhe ca1·bon tetrachloride contamination in the vadosc zone 
around the 216 -Z-9 Lrench, 216-Z-l/\ Tile Field, and the 21~-Z-18 Crib by 
analysis of existin~ data, soil gas sampling, and well and probe sampling. 
The characterization dala will be 11sed lo select the remediation 
alternatives. The se lection of tl1e remedial method to be ~sed would be 
based on appropriate National Environmental Policy /\ct review and additional 
NEPA documentation will be required before clean11p activities could begin. 
This expedited response action is necessary to stop the continued spread of 
carbon tetrachloride from lhese areas and will not cause inadvertent or 
uncontrolled moveme11t of contaminants to lhe environment. The proposed 
activity will not affect any envi ronmen tally se nsitive areas. 

This determination does not add1·ess the cleanup portion of this action. 

Categorical Exclusi on (CX) tq __ _p~r li cd (Sect ion D, DOE NEP/\ Guidelines) 

The CX to be appli ed is ic!cnlified in the rederal Register Volume 55, Number 
174, dated September 7, 1990, for: 

"Site characterization and environmental monitoring, including siting, 
construction, or op eratio n of characteriza tion and monitoring devices, under 
CERCL/\ and RCRA, if the activities 1-10uld not introduce or cause the 
inadvertent or uncontrolled mov ement of hazardous substances as defined in 
section 101(14) of CERCL/\, pollutants or contaminants as defined in 101(33) 
of CERCLA, or non native organi sms, and would not adverse ly affect 
environmentally sen s itive area s . . . " 
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I have determined that the proposed action meets the requirements for the CX 
referenced above. Therefore, I have determined that the proposed action may 
be categorically excluded from further NEPA review and documentation. 

Approval: 

Date: 

~ff~re£c_t,o~r~~,,..._-;s:,::::-,, 

Office of Environmental 
and Waste Management, 

EH-25 has reviewed this determination and has no objection 

Date: 

C<1..wYµ.·1;c-,nr;~J_ 
Carol M. Borgstro~~ ctor 
Office of NEPA Oversight, EH-25 

--~- 9 / _ 
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