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ALERT! HELP PROTECT THE HANFORD REACH 
YOUR COMMENTS.NEEDED BY JUNE 7TH! 

I • 

Dear Friends of Our Natural Heritage: 
, 

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is seeking public comment on a draft Environmental 
fa1pact Statement that will determine land m~agemcnt at Hanford for the next 50 years. This issue is 
very important to The Nature Conservancy and the entire Northwest. If you believe that some of the 
uncontaminated areas at Hanford should be protected as a permanent national legacy, take this 
opportunity to make your voice heard! 

How you can help . .. 

• Write to DOE before June 7 with your comments on the Draft Hanford Remedial Action 
Environmental Impact Statement (HR.A E~S). (See reverse side for address and sample message.) 

• Show your support by speaking at one of three public hearings on May 18 in Portland, May 20 in 
L 

Richland, or June 3 in Spokane. (See the reverse side for details.) 

Why The Nature Conservancy is involved.- . ; 
. . 

The Hanford Site, located north of the Tri-Cities, contains the best of what remains of the 
shrub-steppe ecosystem that once blanketed eastern Washington. - Large blocks of intact habitat · 
support hundr.eds of diverse native plants and animals, including peregrine falcons, ferruginous 
hawks, ' white pelicans, pygmy rabbits, and rare wildflowers. The Hanford Reach, the last free-flowing 
segment of the Columbia River in the United States, runs through the site . and provides a migration 
corridor and critical spawning and rearing habitat for fall chinook salmon. · Because much of the 
similar habitats surrounding Hanford have been converted to agriculture or degra_ded by other uses, the 
Hanford Reach and adjacent, uncontaminated DOE lands represent an irreplaceable natural legacy. 

What's at stake . . . 
' 

The future of the Hanford Site. Most of the ecole5gically valuable lands at Hanford will be 
protected if DOE adopts its "Preferred Alternative" through the EIS process. However, if DOE adopts 
the alternative submitted by local governments, the bulk of one of the most ecologically valuable areas-
the 9Q,OOO acre Wahluke Slope--will be opened to agriculture, commercial grazing, and mining. These 
activities would devastate the Hanford Reach, its valuable salmon resources~ and the high quality· shrub
steppe habitat used by dozens of species of rare and endangered wildlife. Your letter can help make 
the key ~ifTe"\nce. - ,, 

217 PINE STREET, SUITE 1100 
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98101 
(206) 343-4344, FAX (206) 343-5608 
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SAMPLE MESSAGES FOR COMMENT LETIERS AND/OR TESTIMONY: 

The Nature Conservancy's comments on the HRA EIS will include the following specific 
positions. We think these are some of the key points that DOE needs to hear from us and others: , 

1. Prot~ct the ecologically significant lands at Hanford. The Hanford Site is one of the last places 
in eastern Washington.supporting large areas of native shrub-steppe vegetation and relat~d wildlife. 

2. Support the Preferred Alternative, but with some modifications, including: 

A. The following adjoined DOE lands should be managed as a permanent National Wildlife 
Refuge: the Arid Lands Ecology Reserve, the McGee Ranch, DOE's entire Wahluke Slope, 
the Hanford Reach, and the Columbia River islands. This will provide a large, continuous 
"crescent" of protected habiiat iands surrounding central Hanford. 

B. To ensure long.:.term protection for key native' species· and systems located across the Site 
(including central Hanford), there should be no agriculture, commercial mining; or 
livestock grazing permitted. 

' 3. To expeqite a final decision on management of uncontaminated lands, DOE should issue separate 
decisions for the areas mentJoned above (see 2A). · 

Portland, OR 
May 18, 1999 (Tuesday) 
State Office Building 
800 NE Oregon Street 
Info. Meeting: 6:00-7:00 PM 
Public Hearing: 7:00 PM 

PuBLIC BEARINGS ON THE BRA EIS 

Richland, WA 
May 20, 1999 (Thursday) 
Shilo Inn 
50 Comstock Road 
Info. Meeting: 3:00-5:00/6:00-7:00 PM 
Public Hearing: 7:00 PM 

Spokane, WA 
June 3, 1999 (Thursday) 
Ridpath Hotel ' 
West 515 Sprague Avenue 
Info. Meeting: 6:00-7:00 PM 
Public Hearing: 7:00 PM 

WRITTEN COMMENTS SHOULD BE 
.FILED BY JUNE 7, 1999. ·MAIL TO: 

. How TO OBTAIN.A COPY OF THE BRA· EIS: 

• Visit the DOE/Hanford web site for the on-line 
version. .www. hanford.govleislhraeislhraeis. htm Mr. Thomas W. Ferns 

U.S . Department of Energy 
· Richland Operations Office 

P.O. Box 550, MSIN HO-12 
Richland, WA 99352-0550 , 

• Contact Tom Ferns at DOE and ask for a copy 
to be mailed to you. Expect a short delay. 
(509) 372-0649 or thomas _ w Jems@rl.gov 

'Thanks very much for your help! Please feel free to call Jenny Lange at The Nature Conservancy 
at (206) 343-4345, ext. 382 if you have an_y questions or would like to see a map of the Site. 

We always appreciate receiving copies of your letters. Please mail copies to Heidi Hall, Friends Coordinator, 
. TNC, 217 ·Pine Street, Suite llOO, Seattle, WA 98101 or e-mail to-hhall@tnc.org. Thanks! 
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