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1. Introduction

Over many years of active operations and remedial activities, a substantial quantity of
environmental documentation and data has been gathered at the Hanford Site (the Site). These
existing documents and data serve as important sources of information that can be used to aid in
evaluating natural resource injuries. This document provides an introduction to some of these
data sources, discusses procedures for a systematic data review, and presents recommendations
for future data and document management.

The conceptual site model (CSM) for the Har Hrd natural resource damage assessment (NRDA)
identifies over 200 individual documents and sources of information that are potentially useful
for assessing natural resource injuries at the Site. Bibliographic references were organized into
individual CSMs relevant to aspects of the NRDA process (Figure 1). This report builds upon the
it rmational structure presented in the CSM.

Data prioritization can be an important aspect of injury assessment at large, complex waste sites.
Priority data for assessing natural resource injuries generally include concentrations of hazardous
substances in envire  nental media (e.g., soils, sediment, surface water, groundwater) and
information necessary to evaluate potential adverse effects to natural resources and services.
Information that may be less useful for evaluating natural resource injuries might include
comprehensive inventories of hazardous substances produced or stored on-site but not released
into the environment.

At Hanford, the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) maintains multiple warehouses of historical
documents, with hundreds of thousands of documents stored in each warehouse. The Hanford
environmental databases contain many millions of records. Compiling all environment data
from all locations and all time periods would be a huge task at this Site. It is not likely that such
an effort would increase the Trustees’ understanding of natural resource injuries, and it could
substantially delay the assessment process. Consequently, the data resources presented in this
document focus on sources that we believe are most likely to help the Trustees evaluate natural
resource injuries efficiently.

The remainder of this document is organized as follows: Section 2 presents an overview of
existing sources of 1vironmental information, documents, and data. Section 3 summarizes
ongoing and future environmental studies at the Site and discusses a process by which the
Trustees may obtain the new data collected for these studies. Finally, Section 4 presents
recommendations for the handling of documents and data as part of the assessment of natural
resource injuries at the Site. Section 4 also outlines a proposed procedure for systematic review
of the environmental data.
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