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Department of Energy 
Richland Operations Office 

P.O. Box 550 
Richland, Washington 99352 

Ms. Alexandra K. Smith, Program Manager 
Nuclear Waste Program 
Washington State Department of Ecology 
3100 Port of Benton Boulevard 
Richland, Washington 99354 

Dear Ms. Smith: 

1246361 
[ OO(pS Zl '1 HJ 

RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF PENALTY (DOCKET NO. 15342) AND ADMINISTRATrVE 
ORDER (DOCKET NO. 15343) · 

This is the response of the U.S. Department of Energy's Richland Operations Office (RL) to the 
Washington State Department of Ecology's (Ecology's) Notice of Penalty and Administrative 
Order, which RL received on September 6, 2017. In these documents, Ecology alleges that RL 
and its contractor, CH2M HILL Plateau Remediation Company (CHPRC), had failed to 
determine whether a white powder observed at three locations in the Plutonium Uranium 
Extraction (PUREX) Plant would designate as a dangerous waste pursuant to Washington's 
Hazardous Waste Management Act (HWMA) and Dangerous Waste Regulations. The 
Administrative Order contains three corrective actions: 

1. By October 31, 2017, RL and CHPRC must submit to Ecology designation results for the 
white powder observed near Tour Paths 3, 4, and 7 during the May 7, 2015, May 21, 2015, 
and December 19, 2016, inspections of the PUREX Plant. 

2. By November 15, 2017, RL and CHPRC must submit to Ecology for approval a plan to 
recover and manage the white powder observed near Tour Paths 3, 4, and 7 during the three 
inspections if any of the powder is designated as a dangerous waste in accordance with 
Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 173-303. 

3. If any of the white powder observed near Tour Paths 3, 4, and 7 during the three inspections 
is designated as a dangerous waste, RL and CHPRC must recover and manage the dangerous 
waste in accordance with WAC 173-303 within 60 days of its designation . During the 60-
day period RL and CHPRC may submit to Ecology for approval a request for a 30-day 
extension to complete this corrective action. 
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RL and CHPRC intend to take the following actions in response to the Notice and Order. 
Samples will be collected that are representative of the white powder observed near Tour Paths 
3, 4, and 7 in the PUREX Plant during the next annual surveillance, which is planned for some 
time between October 2 and October 31 , 2017. Because it is not yet known when the sampling 
will occur during this period, RL and CHPRC will be unable to meet the deadline specified for 
completion of the first corrective action. Accordingly, RL and CHPRC hereby request an 
extension until November 30, 2017, for Corrective Action 1. This will allow time for sample 
shipment, laboratory analysis and processing, waste designation, report preparation, review and 
transmittal. If any of the white powder designates as a dangerous waste, RL and CHPRC will 
discuss options with Ecology for ensuring protection of human health and the environment. 

RL believes that any actions needed to address potentially hazardous materials at these locations 
in the PUREX Plant should be conducted pursuant to the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act, and that Ecology should have addressed this matter 
through the dispute resolution process established by the Tri-Party Agreement. While certain 
portions of the plant are regulated as a Dangerous Waste Management Unit (DWMU) under the 
HWMA; the DWMU does not include the locations where the white powder was observed. 

Nevertheless, RL and CHPRC intend to conduct the sampling required by Corrective Action 1 
(with the extension requested above) in order to confirm our conclusion, based on process 
knowledge, that this material is sodium nitrate. Neither this response, nor RL's and CHPRC' s 
agreement to conduct the sampling, constitutes an admission of noncompliance, liability, or facts 
as to the allegations in the Notice of Penalty and the Administrative Order. This agreement does 
not foreclose any rights RL and CHPRC have to challenge the allegations in the notice or the 
order. RL and CHPRC intend to appeal the imposition of the penalty and the second and third 
corrective actions. 

If you have any questions, please contact me, or your staff may contact Brian J. Stickney, Acting 
Assistant Manager for Safety and Environment, at (509) 376-9079. 

Sincerely, 

D9jj0 -r!l~ 
ESQ:AKW Manager 

cc: See page 3 
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cc: Dave Bartus, EPA 
Jack Bell, NPT 
Jack Boller, EPA 
Laura Buelow, EPA 
Darin Corriell, CHPRC 
Laura Cusack, CHPRC 
Ray Geimer, CHPRC 
Edward Holbrook, Ecology 
Moses J araysi, CHPRC 
Matt Johnson, CTUIR 
Jeff Lerch, CHPRC 
Rose Longoria, YN 
Jared Mathey, CHPRC 
John Price, Ecology 
Stephanie Sch1eif, Ecology 
Debra Singleton, CHPRC 
Ron Skinnarland, Ecology 
Environmental Portal , G3-35 
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Administrative Record (T S-2-6 PUREX Plant 
HF Operating Record (J . K. Perry, MSA, A3-01 ) 
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