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Miscellaneous Streams Notice of Permit Application

Background

In more than 50 years of Hanford operations, wastewater discharges to the soll have exceeded
440 billion gallons. Soil disposal locations consist of 139 surface sites such as ponds, ditches, and
trenches and 637 subsurface sites such as cribs, reverse wells, and french drains. An estimated
85 square mile area beneath Hanford now contains groundwater contamination which
exceed various national drinking water standards.

...e U.S. Department of Energy (USDOE) in 1987 presented to C«¢ sc_anto ina or
address Hanford's con’ ninated groundwater. The program w orpe “ed into the 1989
Hanford Federal Facilily ngreement and Consent Order {Tri-Pariy ngyieeme:, or TPA) as a

series of specified milestones (major Milestone 17) to manage wastewater discharges. USDOE
ailso agreed to obtain State Waste Discharge Permits under a 1991 consent order.

Hanford's wastewater cleanup plan in the TPA called for high priority (Phase |) wastewater
streams to be treated or stopped by June 1995. The next priority of wastewater streams (Phase
{) must have approved treatment by October 1997. The cleanup of a third rOLg) of lower
volume, reloﬁveﬁ clean miscellaneous wastewater streams will be individuoﬁl addressed in
waste discharge permits to be issued by the Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology).

State Waste Discharge Permit Applications

The USDOE has applied for State Waste Discharge Permits to authorize the discharge of
wastewater to the soil at five Hanford sites. USDOE seeks the permits under provisions of
Revised Code of Washington 90.48.160 and Washington Administrative Code 173-216.

Ecology proposes to proceed with permit development and to issue the permits. Five draft
permits, which are scheduled to be ready for public comment and review in the fall of 1995,
will outline requirements for the wastewater discharges. Part of Ecology's initial permit work is to
learn what issues the public wants to consider in the draft permits. You are encouraged to

“submit comments regarding the permit applications.

V};asfe discharge permit applications have been received for the following individual Hanford
sites: :

200 Fast Area W-252 Streams

act W-252 Streams consist of six Phase |l streams that are discharged from the Hanford
) East Area to the 3C Expansion Lobe of the 216-B-3 Pond System, which is an earthen,
pond in the 200 East Area about 25 miles northwest of Richland. The six streams
1in the project are the 242-A Evaporator Coolin% Water, the 284-E Powerplant
ater, the 244-AR Vault Cooling Water, the 242-A Evaporator Steam Condensate, the B
oling Water, and the 241-A Tank Farms Cooling Water. The effluent is generated

from cooling water and from other uses of water that do not involve direct contact
rmical or radiological processes.

st Area Chemical Drain Field

| in the southwest quarter of the 200 East Areq, the fccilii?/ receives discharges of
miscellaneous streams from the 272-E and the 2703-E buildings. The 272-E building, which
houses a pipe and rotating equipment fabrication shop, discharges wastewater from the
testing of pipes and pump assemblies. Wastewater discharges from the 2703-E Building, which
also is known as the Chemical Engineering Laboratory, include floor wash, rinse water from
cleaning containers and laboratory ware, condenser cooling water, steam condensate,
ventilation system wet scrubber, and laboratory waste solutions that do not involve direct
contact with chemical or radiological processes.
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