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This letter reiterates my August 31, 2018, email to you, suggesting a format and content to 
continue the Sy.stem Plan negotiations required by Hanford Federal Facility Agreement and 
Consent Order (HFFACO) milestone M-62-45. 

On August 15, 2018, the Hanford Tri-Party Agreemen_t agencies signed an extension to the 
Agreement in Principle to negotiate M-62-45 (Reference 1 ). The Department of Ecology_ 
(Ecology) agreed to the extension to accommodate the request of Anne M. White, Assistant 
Secretary for Environmental M·anagement (EM), to be personally involved in the negotiations. 

The extension tuns through November 15, 2018. To date, Ecology has not received a response 
from the United States Department of Energy Office (USDOE) of Office of River Protection 
(ORP) regarding our proposed options for continued negotiating sessions. 

Background . 

During our prior negotiating sessions: 

• Ecology proposed milestones and explained the rationale for them. 

• ORP presented funding curves for Ecology's proposal and ORP's baseline case. 

• E1/ology asked ORP to identify which parts of Ecology's proposal ORP expects to do as 
part ·bf.the ORP baseline case. 

• ORP asked to pause its response while it briefed Ms. White in her new role as EM-1. 

• Ecology was told that Ms. White would like to be personally involved in the negotiations. 
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Outstanding Items for Discussion 

• ORP has not responded to Ecology's request that ORP identify which parts of Ecology's 
proposal ORP expects to do as part of the ORP baseline case. 

• New double-shell tanks, in light of Tank AY-102, integrity studies, and public 
expectations. 

• United States Army Corps of Engineers report (Reference 2) - would ORP propose any 
milestones in response. (Note that Consent Decree changes are not within the framework 
of these System Plan negotiations.) 

Opti~ns for,Negotia~ing Sessions 
.. . . ·: , ;. 

t 

1. Multi~~Y. ( e.g~, 3-day) contiguous sessions. 

a. Anne White could come to Richland in person. 

b. Parties would meet part of the day ( e.g., mornings), then recess to prepare for 
following day. 

c. Goal would be to identify areas of agreement and disagreement. 

d. Depending on relative agreement/disagreement, could be additional follow-up 
session(s). 

e. Ecology has already made a proposal; we would ask that USDOE submit a 
counter-proposal before or during the 3-day session. 

2.· Multiple 2-hour sessions 

a. 2-hour sessions could be held for multiple consecutive weeks. 

b. Typically, we would schedule the same day and time each week. 

c. Written information could be exchanged in between meetings. 

d. Anne White could participate by Webinar, and attend some sessions in person 
(including first session). 

e. Ecology has already made a proposal; we would ask that USDOE submit a 
counter-proposal before the first session. 
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We understand that, early this week, Assistant Secretary White spoke with Ecology Director 
Maia Bellon about these negotiations and her attendance, and we look forward to her 
participation. 

Please let me know USDOE's preferred path forward for these negotiations no later than 
September 21, 2018. This will allow us time prepare and to schedule negotiations to conclude 
by the November 15, 2018, deadline. 

If you have any questions, you may contact me at alex.smith(a),ecy.wa.gov or 509-372-7905. 

Alexandra K. Smith 
Program Manager 
Nuclear Waste Program 

jbp/lkd 
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