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Department of Energy 
Richland Operations Office 

P .O. Box 550 
Richland, Washington 99352 

rAPR 3 2003 

Mr. Nicholas Ceto, Progam Manager 
Office of Environmental Cleanup 
Hanford Project Office 
U.S . Environmental Protection Agency 
712 Swift Boulevard, Suite 5 
Richland, Washington 99352 

Mr. Michael A. Wilson, Program Manager 
Nuclear Waste Program 
State of Washington 
Department of Ecology 
1315 W. Fourth Avenue 
Kennewick, Washington 99336 

Addressees: 
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(IE~R~~!~ID. 
EDMC 

DELAY IN MEETING MILESTONES M-034-08 AND M-091-20 UNDER THE HANFORD 
FEDERAL FACILITY AGREEMENT AND CONSENT ORDER (TRI-PARTY 
AGREEMENT) 

This letter is to advise the State of Washington Department of Ecology and the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency that the U.S. Department of Energy, Richland Operations 
Office (RL) may experience a further delay in meeting the recovery plan for Milestone M-091-20 
and impacts M-34-08, both under the Tri-Party Agreement. Milestone M-034-08 provides that 
DOE shall "Initiate full scale K-East sludge removal." Milestone M-091-20 provides that "T
Plant is ready to receive the first canister of K-Basins floor and pit sludge." A Washington State 
Department of Health (WDOH) Notice of Construction (NOC) Approval Air 02-803 (August 8, 
2001), contains a requirement that WDOH perform an inspection ofT-Plant facilities to ensure 
acceptability of the 291-T-l stack for operation as a major emission unit and grant an approval 
prior to T-Plant's receipt of sludge. The required inspection commenced on March 27, 2003; 
however, it is uncertain when the inspection will be completed or whether WDOH will grant the 
needed approval. If the approval is not granted, T-Plant will be unable to accept spent nuclear 
fuel sludge. The Spent Fuel project may be further delayed in completing M-34-08 and initiating 
full-scale K-East Basin sludge removal, a milestone critical to reducing the environmental hazard 
posed by the K-basins. 
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RL is providing this notice to each agency pursuant to Article XLVII. 145. E. of the Tri-Party 
Agreement. In the event that RL is unable to obtain the requested agency approval, it may deem 
any resulting delay as a Force Majeure preventing performance of the obligation under the Tri-

Party Agreement. 

If you have any questions, please contact me on (509) 372-2400. 

RCA:JKY 

cc w/encl: 
L. D. Crass, FHI 
E. Fordham, WDOH 
R. Gay, CTUIR 
J. S. Hertzel, FHI 
R. Jim, YN 
A. W. Conklin, WDOH 
T. M. Martin, HAB 
E. J. Murphy-Fitch, FHI 
K. Niles, Oregon Energy 
P. Sobotta, NPT 
R. F. Stanley, Ecology 
D. A. Isom, Admin Record H6-08 

Sincerely, 

p ~!-!µM,__ _ 
Joel Hebdon, Director 
Regulatory Compliance and Analysis Division 


