










CRCIA Long-Term and Short-Term Objectives

Because the scope and priorities of CRCIA have been controversial, the Columbia River Comprehen-
sive Impact Assessment Management Team (CRCIA Team) was formed in August 1995 to advise the Tri-

Patty agencies. The CRCIA Team meets weekly to share information and provide input to decisions made

by the Tri-Party agencies concerning CRCIA. Representatives from the Confederated Tribes of the

Umatilla Indian Reservation, Hanford Advisory Board, Nez Perce Tribe, Oregon State Department of

Energy, and Yakama Indian Nation have been active participants on the team. The specific goals of the
CRCIA Team are:

" provide recommendations on the CRCIA work being conducted by the Pacific Northwest National
Laboratory

" provide recommendations on future work necessary for the assessment to be comprehensive

* represent public, tribal, and affected government interests

* act as an information resource for future decisions on remedial measures

The long-term objective of CRCIA (according to the CRCIA "Project Management Team Charter,"

dated October 1995) is to focus on the current impact of Hanford Site activities on the Columbia River and

the resulting impact on human health and the environment. The comprehensive assessment will evaluate

the extent of any resulting contamination and determine the current human and ecological risk from the

Columbia River attributable to past and present activities at the Hanford Site. Human risk from exposure
to radioactive and hazardous materials will be addressed for a range of river use options. Ecological
resources in the study area will be evaluated to determine if current contaminant conditions pose signifi-

cant hazards to biological communities. Information collected will be used in remedial action decisions for

the Hanford Site.

The assessment of the Columbia River is being conducted in phases. The initial phase is a screening

assessment of risk, which addresses current environmental conditions for a range of potential uses.

Specifically, the short-term objectives of the work in this initial phase (according to an agreement signed

by the CRCIA Team, dated October 1995) are:

1. Perform an assessment of contaminants derived from the Hanford Site (existing conditions including

residual contaminants from past operations) in a screening assessment of risk to support the Interim

Remedial Measures decisions

2. Compile and make available to the public the approximately 2000 documents identified in Appendix

A of the data compendium (Eslinger et al. 1994); pertinent supporting Hanford Site data will be made

available

3. Work with the declassification efforts of the Hanford Advisory Board to identify the Columbia River

documents as a high priority for release
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4. Define the essential work remaining to provide an acceptable comprehensive river impact assessment;
this work will be documented in the same report as the screening assessment of risk

5. Provide data from numbers 2 and 3 above for reconciliation against the risk assessment

The Tri-Party agencies are conducting CRCIA. The primary contractor for the initial phase of the CRCIA
work is the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory. Bechtel Hanford, Inc. provides technical and public
involvement coordination with environmental restoration activities. Technical peer reviewers are evaluat-
ing the work. Their review comments are compiled by the Directors of the Oregon Water Resources
Research Institute and State of Washington Water Research Center and forwarded to DOE for resolution.

Scope of the Initial Phase of CRCIA

The scope of the initial phase of CRCIA is to provide a screening assessment of the current risk to
humans and the environment resulting from Hanford-derived contaminants. For the initial phase of
CRCIA, the segment of the Columbia River from Priest Rapids Dam (first impoundment upstream of the
Hanford Site) to McNary Dam (first impoundment downstream of the Hanford Site) was selected as the
study area. The parameters of the scope are:

Area: Columbia River (Priest Rapids Dam to McNary Dam), groundwater (0.8
kilometer/0.5 mile in from the river), and adjacent riparian zone

Time: January 1990 - February 1996 (date data were received for use in the screening
assessment) with data gaps filled by earlier data where available

Contaminants: Published in Napier et al. (1995)

Receptor Species: Published in this report

Media: Surface water, sediment, groundwater, external radiation, seeps and springs, biota

Work Integration and Documentation

The results of the initial phase of CRCIA are being reported in a series of documents (see Table P.1).
These reports reflect the process involved in the screening assessment of risk. First the documents contain-
ing pertinent data were identified. That information was published in two reports (Eslinger et al. 1994 and
Miley and Huesties 1995), which were issued as final documents.

These data documents helped to identify Hanford Site contaminants that affect the Columbia River.
The winnowing process used to determine which of those contaminants should be evaluated in the screen-
ing assessment of risk was published in Napier et al. (1995) as a draft. The comments on the draft are
being incorporated, and the contaminants information will appear as a section in the draft of the report on
the screening assessment and requirements for a comprehensive assessment.
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