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su&JfCl' POE POLICY ON SIGN~TlJRES Of' RCRA PERMIT 
APPLICATIONS 

s-s-90 o~ OG, 

Thi-s notice provides the Deportment of Energy (DOE) policy 
regarding signatures on Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCAA) ~nnit opplic6tions. Each RCRA permit &pplication 
requires the signature of both the O',{l)er and operator of the 
focility. 

Based upon the Oepartment'a evaluation of the definition of 
Operator under EPA'a RCAA ~egulationa, thQ DOE policy is to 
h~va t~e .. Culy (lUthorized representatives ol the Operatfons 
-~£fices sign RCR>. permit applications as the owner 6nd to ­
sign jointly os the operator with their controctors who ere 
responsible or partially responsible for hezardous waste 
activities at the facility. this policy is consi5tent with 
£p~•~ recognition that in some cases it is oppropriate for 
both a Federal agency and the contractor to sign the RCAA 
permit application as the operator. 

This policy recogni%es that there are some aspects 0£ facility 
operation, such as capital expenditure end other funding, 
policy and scheduling decisions, ond general over3ight, 
for which DOE is responsible, and other aspects of facility 
operation, such as the daily hands-on conduct o! waste 
management activities, for which the contractor is responsible. 
Consequently, a joint signature policy ~o&t accurately reflects 
the 11anner in which OOE's Government-o....ned Contractor-Operated 
(COCO) facilitie~ are ~anaged. 

Regulatory authorities should recognize that the responsibility 
for operating DOE'a COCO facilities is $h~red by the goverrunent 
and the controctor. In order to eocour6ge regulatory 
authorities to recognize this shoring o! responsibilities, duel 
aignatures ahould be accomponied by the following explcnatory 
at&te..ment 1 either in the pennit epplicotion or in the 
tr&nsm1tt&l letter to the regulatory agency. 

The Oepartment of Energy and its operating 
contractor, ____ ......., __ , h&ve jointly eigned 
this ~pplication as the operator of the pennitted 
facility. The Department hos determined that dual 
signatures best reflect the actual apportionment ot 
responsibility und~r...Mhich the Dep~rt~ent'a RCAA 
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respon~ibilities &re for policy, pr09r~otic, 
funding end schedulin9 decision,, As well as gcnerol 
oversight, and the controctor'• RCRA roaponsibilities 
are for day-to-doy ope~4t1one, including but not 
limited to, the following responsibilities: waste 
anolysee ond hondling, monitoring, r~cord keeping, 
reporting, ond contingency planning. for purposes of 
the certification required by 40 C.F.R. Section 270.ll(d), 
the Department's and--------,.-•• representatives 
certify, to the best of their knowledge and belief, 
the truth, eccuracy and completeness of the application 
for their respective oreas of responsibility. 

This policy applies to any new or revised ~CAA permit 
application and, to the extent the appropriate regul~tory 
euthority requests epplicetion of thi1 policy to existing 
permit applic~tions, the policy also applies. Noval Reactors 
facilities ond activities are not subject to this policy. 
Further guidance on the implementation of this policy1 
including vbrionce requests, will be issued by the Office 
of EnviroM-ent, S~!ety ond Heolth. !n the interim, questions 
~ay be oddressed to Mr. Ray Berube, Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for £nv1.rocvnent. 

) ~7;(, 
s D. Watkins 
rol, U.S. Navy (Retired) 
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