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June 7, 1999 069940

Thomas W. Ferns, HRA-EIS Document Manager
U.S. Department of Energy, Richland Operations Office RECEIVED

P.0O. Box 550, MSN HO-12 JUN
Richland WA 99352 07 1999
DOE-RL/DIS

Re: Comments on HRA/EIS Public Draft
Dear Mr. Ferns:
Please accept the following comments on the public draft of the HRAEIS and CLUP.

At the outset, the county wishes to commend those representatives of DOE-RL
management and staff, as well as contract employees, and representatives of
cooperating agencies and Tribes whao, for the last two years, have helped refocus
and move forward our 9 year quest to cooperatively prepare a Comprehensive Land
Use Pl for the Hanford Site. Over the past 2 years these individuals and others
hav worked hard to bring »>out this draft, which is about as close toa, |
consensus as can be achieved, given the varied, complex, and passionate interests
it incorporates.

Unfortunately, as you will read in comment # 1, below, local governments and
citizens feel strongly that this cooperative regional effort to engage upon an
objective and equitable process for determining future land use on the Site has been
significantly undermined and prejudiced in its 11™ hour by power politics from the
usual distant quarter. That aside however, the effort from RL is appreciated, and
should be viewed as a model for DOE cooperation with [ocal and regional interests
-were it not so easily nullified by political interests,

Since Benton County is a cooperating agency in the preparation of this draft
document, and therefore it's staff has reviewed and either affirmed, or i ° ° "ned
from objection to its contents, {up until the administrative draft went to DOE
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