
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
HANFORD PROJECT OFFICE 

825 Jadwin Ave., Suite #210 
Richland, WA99352 

January 22, 2018 

Joe Franco 
Assistant Manager for River and Plateau 
Richland Operations Office 
U.S Department of Energy 
P .0. Box 550, MIS H5-20 
Richland, Washington 99352 

Subject: Funding and Implementation of 200-W A-1 and 200-BC-l Remedial 
Investigation Activities for FY 2018 

Dear Mr. Franco: 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is continuing to go on record (as we did 
May 18, 2017 at the 200 Area Project Manager Meeting and with a June 5, 2017 letter -
see enclosed letter) to indicate our concern about funding and activities necessary for 
completion of remedial investigation per the 200-W A-1 and 200-BC-l RI/FS work plan. 
Completing this work and any necessary remediation or removal action on the waste sites 
in the U Plant area also affects milestones driving remedial action for the U Plant canyon 
building including demolition and installation of a barrier for the U Plant. The 
milestones that appear in jeopardy are: 

M-015-98 - "Complete remedial investigation ofU Plant related waste sites located in 
200-WA-1 in accordance with WA-I RI/FS Work Plan" - 06/30/2019; 

M-015-99- "Complete remedial investigation of PFP related waste sites located in 
200-W A-1 in accordance with the 200-W A-1 and 200-BC-1 RI/FS Work Plan" -
12/31/2019. 

Note that these two milestones are referring to the same RI/FS work plan for the 
200-WA-l and 200-BC-1 OUs. The completion timing of these may affect the 
completion ofM-015-84 "Complete remedial investigation of200-WA-l and 200-BC-1 
OU waste sites in accordance with the 200-WA-1 and 200-BC-l RI/FS Work Plan" due 
12/31 /2021, as well as M-015-91B "Submit Feasibility Study Report(s) and Proposed 
Plan(s) for the 200-BC-1 and 200-WA-1 operable units (200 West Inner Area) to EPA" 
due 07/31/2023. 

Remedial Action milestones dependent on completion of 200-W A-1 waste site remedial 
investigation and remediation/removal activities include M-016-200A "Complete U Plant 
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canyon (221 U Facility) demolition in accordance with the Remedial Design/Remedial 
Action Work Plan" due 09/302024 and M-016-200B "Complete U Plant (221 U Facility) 
barrier construction in accordance with the Remedial Design/Remedial Action Work 
Plan" due 9/30/2027. 

By limiting the activities in 2017 to cultural and ecological reviews and not doing 
physical characterization called for in the Sampling Analysis Plan you risked meeting the 
milestone (and enforceable schedule in the work plan) to complete the remedial 
investigation of the U Plant area. The choice not to fund field characterization in 2017 
was made unilaterally by DOE. Now that the Plutonium Finishing Plant is set to draw 
money that was intended for other projects and has interfered with access to the U Plant 
area with the expansion of the PFP exclusion zone, the schedule for meeting the 
milestones for 200-W A-1 and 200-BC-1 and the U Plant canyon are put further at risk. 
Mike Cline indicated during the 200 Area Unit Manager Meeting held January 18, 2018, 
that continued PFP funding may impact the 200-W A-1 project. 

The EPA would like to clarify that the work stoppage that we put in effect with the 
Washington State Department of Ecology only applies to PFP demolition activities and 
the exclusion area should not affect other cleanup and investigation activities at U Plant 
or other areas as long as they are coordinated with the PFP project. 

We expect DOE to prioritize work to meet milestones accordingly and to fund the work 
in compliance with recently negotiated schedules that our management negotiated in 
good faith. Waiting until fiscal year 2018 to start drilling and now possibly not funding 
any of the work in 2018 seriously jeopardizes completion of the work in time to meet RI
related milestones at U Plant and at the PFP area. 

Sincerely, 

~.~ 
Craig Cameron 
Project Manager 

Enclosure: Letter to Joe Franco, DOE-RL, dated June 5, 2017 

cc: Michael Cline, DOE-RL 
Joseph Axtell, DOE-RL 
Alex Smith, Ecology 
Susan Leckband, HAB 
Ken Niles, ODOE 
Rod Skeen, CTUIR 
Jack Bell, Nez Perce Tribe 
Rose Longoria, Yakama Nation 
Administrative Record files for the 200-W A-1 and 200-BC-1 operable units. 



Enclosure: Letter to Joe Franco, DOE-RL, dated June 5, 2017 



U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
HANFORD PROJECT OFFICE 

825 Jadwin Ave., Suite #210 

Joe Franco 
Remedial Project Manager - AMRP 
Richland Operations Office 
U.S Department of Energy 
P.O. Box 550, MIS H5-20 
Richland, WA 99352 

Richland, WA 99352 

June 5, 2017 

Subject: Funding and Implementation of 200-W A-1 RI Activities for FY 2017 

Dear Mr. Franco: 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is using this letter to go on record (as we did 
May 18, 2017, at the 200 Area Project Manager Meeting) to indicate our concern about 
funding and activities necessary for completion of remedial investigation per the 200-
W A-1 /200-BC-1 RI/FS work plan. Completing this work and any necessary remediation 
or removal action on the waste sites in the U Plant area also affects milestones driving 
remedial action for the U Plant canyon building including demolition and installation of a 
barrier for the U Plant. 

By limiting the activities this fiscal year (2017) to cultural and ecological reviews and not 
doing physical characterization called for in the Sampling Analysis Plan you risk meeting 
the milestone (and enforceable schedule in the work plan) to complete the remedial 
investigation of the U Plant area. The choice not to fund field characterization was made 
unilaterally by DOE. While we agreed that the work early this winter and spring could 
consist of cultural reviews and ecological evaluation, we never agreed on the rest of the 
fiscal year's funding being diverted from actual borehole drilling and other field 
characterization to other Hanford activities (some of which do not have milestones 
related to them). 

We expect you to prioritize work to meet milestones accordingly and to do so in 
compliance with recently negotiated schedules that our management negotiated in good 
faith. Waiting until fiscal year 2018 to start drilling seriously jeopardizes completion of 
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the work in time to meet RI-related milestones at U Plant and at the PFP area, especially 
if the 2018 budget has a shortfall. 

cc: Michael Cline, DOE-RL 
Joseph Axtell, DOE-RL 
Alex Smith, Ecology 
Steve Hudson, HAB 
Ken Niles, ODOE 
Rod Skeen, CTUIR 

Sincerely, 

Gabriel Bohnee, Nez Perce Tribe 
Rose Longoria, Yakama Nation 
Administrative Record files for the 200-W A-1 and 200-BC-1 operable units. 


