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June 12, 2019 

Brian T. Vance, Manager 
Office of River Protection 
United States Department of Energy 
PO Box 450, MSIN: H6-60 
Richland, Washington 99352 

19-NWP-090 

Re: Transmittal of Supplemental Information to the Clean Closure Practicability Demonstration 
for the Single-Shell Tanks, DOE/ORP-2014-02-SUPPl, Revision 0 

Reference: See page 2 

Dear Brian T. Vance: 

The Department of Ecology (Ecology) is responding to your letter (Reference) transmitting the 
supplemental information to the Clean Closure Practicability Demonstration for the Single-Shell 
Tanks, herein referred to as the Practicability Demonstration. 

The clean closure performance standards in Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 173-303-
610(2)(b) and WAC 173-303-640(8)(a) are specified in Draft of the Hanford Site-wide Permit, 
Revision 9 (WA7890008967, Part V, Closure Unit Group 4 Single Shell Tank System, V.4.G.2). 
In accordance with these standards for clean closure of tank systems, the United States 
Depaiiment of Energy (USDOE) must remove or decontaminate all waste residues, contaminated 
equipment, and contaminated soils. In addition, such removal or decontamination must ensure 
that levels of dangerous waste constituents in soil and groundwater at Waste Management Area C 
(WMA C) do not exceed numerical cleanup levels for unrestricted land use under WAC 173-340-
705 (Use of Method B). 

However, if clean closure of WMA C is not practicable, then it must be closed as a landfill. 
WAC 173-303-640(8)(b) states, "If the owner or operator demonstrates that not all contaminated 
soils can be practicably removed or decontaminated ... then the owner or operator must close the 
tank system and perform post-closure care in accordance with the closure and post-closure care 
requirements that apply to landfills (WAC 173-303-665(6))." 

The supplemental information provided (Reference) demonstrates that clean closure of WMA C 
is not practicable within the meaning of WAC 173-303-640(8)(b), using the definition of 
"practicable" provided in WAC 173-340-200. The supplement satisfies the demonstration 
process and criteria needs prescribed in WAC 173-340-360(3)( e) and (f) (Disproportionate cost 
analysis and Evaluation criteria, respectively) to support future decision making for WMA C 
closure, and provides some of the basis for landfill closure. RECE!VED 
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At this time, the Practicability Demonstration is only applicable to WMA C. Permitting 
decisions for WMA C and other single-shell tank waste management areas will be made on a 
case-by-case basis and will also take into account the information provided in performance 
assessments developed under the Hanford Federal Facility Agreement and Consent Order, 
Appendix I. As closure plans for each WMA are submitted, Ecology and USDOE will need to 
determine the continued applicability of this information. Changes to the Practicability 
Demonstration may be needed if conditions at other WMAs differ from conditions at WMA C, 
or if new information is available. If appropriate, and agreed to by Ecology and the Permittees, 
future closure plans may reference this Practicability Demonstration and supplement without 
change, as the basis for compliance with the applicable regulatory requirements. 

Although conceptual agreement has been reached between Ecology and USDOE, based on this 
information, formal approval of the practicability demonstration can only be made following 
resolution of Ecology's WMA C Appendix I Performance Assessment comments and through 
Ecology's issuance of a closure plan for WMA C. Ecology expects the Practicability 
Demonstration and supplement (Reference) to be submitted with the permit application materials 
for incorporation of WMA C Closing Unit Group 4 into the Hanford Site-wide Permit, Revision 
8C. The Practicability Demonstration submittal will be incorporated by reference into the 
closure plan, as appropriate, and must be signed and certified in accordance with the general 
permit conditions of WAC 173-303-810(12) and (13). 

If you have questions or need further information, please contact me at (509) 372-7914 or 
ieff.lyon@ecy.wa.gov, or Theresa Howell, Regulatory Integrations Specialist, at (509) 372-7955 
or theresa.howell 

Jef 
Tank Systems Operating and Closure Project Manager 
Nuclear Waste Program 
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Reforence: USDOE Letter 18-ECD-0079, dated J_anuary 24, 2019, "Transmittal of Supplemental 
Information to the Clean Closure Practicability Demonstration for the Single-Shell 
Tanks DOE/ORP-2014-02-SUPPl" 

cc: See page 3 
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cc electronic: 
David Einan, EPA 
Mary Beth Burandt, USDOE 
Jon Perry, MSA 
ERWM Staff, ·yN 
Ken Niles, ODOE 
Theresa Howell, Ecology 
Jeff Lyon, Ecology 
Nina Menard, Ecology 
John Price, Ecology 
Beth Rochette, Ecology 
Maria Skorska, Ecology 
Mign Walmsley, Ecology 
Environmental Portal 
Hanford Facility Operating Record 
MSA Conespondence Control 
USDOE-ORP Co1Tespondence Control 

cc: Matt Johnson, CTUIR 
Jack Bell, NPT 
Alyssa Buck, W anapum 
Laurene Contreras, YN 
Susan Leckband, HAB 
Hanford Administrative Record 
NWP Central Files 

19-NWP-090 




