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Mr. Douglas R. Sherwood 
Hanford Project manager 

Department of Energy 
Richland Operations Office 

P.O. Box 550 
Richland, Washington 99352 

SEP 2 7 2001 

U. S. Environmental Protection Agency 
712 Swift Boulevard, Suite 5 
Richland, Washington 99352 

Dear Mr. Sherwood: 
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NOTICE OF NON-COMPLETION OF HANFORD FEDERAL FACILITY AGREEMENT 
AND CONSENT ORDER (TRI-PARTY AGREEMENT) TARGET DATE M-34-26-T0l, 
"APPROVE START OF CONSTRUCTION FOR THE K-EAST BASIN AND K-WEST 
BASIN FACILITY MODIFICATIONS FOR ALTERNATE FUEL TRANSFER STRATEGY 
CASK TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM" 

This letter serves as formal notification that the Tri-Party Agreement target date M-34-26-T0l 
will not be met by the due date of September 30, 2001. This target date requires that the 
U.S. Department of Energy, Richland Operations Office (RL) "approve start of construction for 
the K-East Basin and K-West Basin facility modifications for Alternate Fuel Transfer Strategy 
cask transportation system." 

The Spent Nuclear Fuel Project reported to L. E. Gadbois, U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), on September 18, 2001, that this target date was on schedule for completion by 
September 30, 2001. However, issues came to our attention during a design review on 
September 20, 2001, that will make it impossible to approve the start of construction by 
September 30, 2001. The Office of Spent Nuclear Fuels plans to work with Fluor Hanford, Inc. 
over the next month to resolve the issues discovered during the design review. This is in order to 
approve construction of the Fuel Transfer System (FTS) by October 31, 2001. 

The one-month delay in completion of M-34-26-T0l is necessary for resolution of technical 
issues with the design of the lift tables, rails, and straddle carriers. Specific issues to be resolved 
are the water coverage over fuel canisters when clearing the top edge of the shielded Transfer 
Cask, and final configuration and definition of the safety control system interlocks. 

The one-month delay will not impact ongoing work in either the K-East Basin or the K-West 
Basin, nor will it impact any other Tri-Party Agreement mi)estones, including M-34-29, which 
requires completion of the K Basin modifications for the Alternate Fuel Transfer Strategy by 
March 31, 2002. 
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If you have any questions or comments, please contact Ellen Dagan, of my staff, on 
(509) 376-3811, or Steven J. Veitenheimer, Director, Office of Spent Nuclear Fuels on 
(509) 373-9725. 

RCA:EBD 

cc: R. Gay, CTUIR 
J. H. Richards, CTUIR 
R. F. Stanley, Ecology 
M. A. Wilson, Ecology 
LE. Gadbois, EPA 
R. P. Heck, FHI 
J. S. He1tzel, FHI 
0. S. Kramer, FHI 
E. S. Murphy-Fitch, FHI 
R. E. Piippo, FHI 
T. M. Martin, HAB 
P. T. Day, H&D 
P. Sobotta, NPT 
M. L. Blazek, Oregon Energy 
R. Jim, YN 
100-KR-2 Administrative Record 

Sincerely, 

Joel Hebdon, Director 
Regulatory Compliance and Analysis Division 
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