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TRI-PARTY AGREEMENT MILESTONE M-62-06- START OF CONSTRUCTION -
PHASE I TREATMENT COMPLEX 

On July 10, 2002, the first structural concrete was placed in the Elevator Pit of the Low-Activity 
Waste Vitrification Facility, satisfying the requirements of Milestone M-62-06 five months 
ahead of its scheduled due date ofDecember 31, 2002. Meeting this milestone marks a 
significant step forward for Hanford tank waste cleanup as the Waste Treatment and 
Immobilization Plant's foundation represents the foundation of our tank waste cleanup 
capabilities. Your organization was critical to our success, as our authorization to proceed with 
construction was made possible by the positive relationship, cooperation, and teamwork between 
the State of Washington Department of Ecology (Ecology) and the River Protection Project. By 
working together, the necessary environmental permits for starting construction were issued on 
an accelerated schedule, requiring substantial effort on behalf of all involved parties. This 
streamlined permitting process is evidence of our shared vision for tank waste cleanup, and we at 
the U.S. Department of Energy, Office of River Protection look forward to working with 
Ecology for continued tank waste cleanup progress. 

If you have any questions, please contact Woody Russell, Environmental Management Division, 
(509) 373-5227. 
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.Goy J. Schepens 
Manager 
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